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CHAP. 1 . 

• • 

Our clay of marriage shall be yours; one feast, one 
house, one niutuaf happiness. 

Tw(^ Gent, Verona. 

Sad was the hour and luckjess \Pas the da/. 

CoLLfNS. 

Txw Weddhigs. 

I HE next morning Mr. Trevillyan wfait 
to breakfast in Lincoln’s*Irm anxious to 

t 

learn the adventure gf yesterday ; he 
\Vas much a^Tlused at Mrs. Langton’s^ 
pxit, and congratulated his friend that 
her sisLcr^jjari spared^ him that part of 
his difficulties*; ' Thgy then .went to 
more^ileasing topicL -r Mr. Fanshaw ex- 
pressed a wish that the same day slw)uld 
B 
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be fraught with the happiness of botii, 
and that they* together withMrs.Mordant 
and her son, and Mrs. Delaval, sliould 
pass the hcpey-moon at Darlington j — 
and having e-sttled all tliese things to their 
own satisfaction, they went to submit 
them to their ladies. Miss Mordant was 
passive — Miss Delaval acquiescent — 
Mrs. Dplaval hovvever excused herself — 
’ her spirits wantod the elasticity of youth 
to get the better of the distress she had 
suffered, and she c.ould not be per- 
suaded to take her - “ sorrowing heart to 
the bridal feast;” — -yet she told Mr». 
Fanshaw that the marriage -.as the hap- 
piest event that she now could know. 

They were now eeldom, apart. Miss 
Delaval seemed diappiness. personified; 
•Virtuous pleasure danced in her eye, 
confidedt aflfection reigned in her heart. 

Miss Mordant ^s contenjtcu ; she was 
fulfilling the only wisli ^ler mother had 
ever* strongly urged ; and though, had 
she consulted only her o>vn feelings, she 
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xvoiild •t^ladly have remained singtg, yet 
all her friends had been so anxious 
fibout it, th’at she yielded. >She had how- 
ever been less lively in cftiHSersayon, — 
less {llsv;^did ever since ^the p^ctil^fe scene. 
She liad watched Mr. Trevillyan, too, 
with suspicion ; he seemedl aware of’ it, 
and carefully abstained from giving her 
otlence# 

Af| the day approaclied, she passed 
much of hei* time in her own chamber, 
anil she every day Jost sometfring of her 
vivacity. 

The eventful nffornirlg at length ar- 
rived. — MJlis Oelaval rose with th5 l^rk, 
and was as joyous too.** — Miss Mordant 
remained in her drdssing-room as long 
.a»she couldi; and when she did appear 
resignation, not happiness, sat on her fea- 
tures. Beautiful she was at all tim^s ; 
and perhiips m^re tiTuchingly^so in her 
plaintive moods > .but Iter mother felt 
reluctanit and almost repentant wheil she 
remarked h®r heavy eye,*-ind blapched 
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cheekv She kissed hel’ and ofti* *ed hei 
some refreshipents, which she took cheer- 
fuHy, and joined in the conversation. 

The carwages wer'e at the door, and 
ilic two t>rides went in Mr. Fortepcue’s. 
— The gentlemen were at the c^iurch to 
receive them ; and there. 


“ A contract of'eternal bond of love, 

(Confirm’d by ^mutual joinder of their hiinds- 
Attested by the interchange of ringf«/’ 

took place* 

MA I'ortescRe gave Clara Mordant 
away ; and wheR the •service was passed, 
and lie bestowed his bl^ssiwg upon her 
with parental alF^fCtion, her tears rushed 
with ungovernable' rapiejity, and she 
would have sunk* at his I'e/it if he had 
•Hot caught her. He pressed her to his 
bosom &s ifhe entered into allcher feel- 
ings, while his tealB coijrsed 'ehch other 
down his agitated ctieek. He whisper- 
ed his reliance upon her fortitude as he 
presented hereto Mr. Trevilly^an. 
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Si?,” ‘said htS, “ I give .you ttfis day 
ucli a wrf'e as few ivicn possess;* be it 
your care to deserve her, and may you 
be sensible of youf treasufe.V 

Clara’s weakness was 00134 monienta*y; 
she raised herself, turned to her husband, 
and with a smile, received his salutation ; 
and from that moment she determined 
to devote hefsclf to his*,will, and^to study 
his ]i(leasure. 

They did not wait to w^nSSS thS 
ihe second ceremony, but returned to. 
Sloar^e-street to breaikfas’t ; and*Mr. For- 
tescue taking ffis adopted daughter 
aside, pre.^nt?d her with a vdry v^iluable 
pocket-book richly lined with bank- 
notes of great valued Mrs. 'Mordant was 
waiting to receive lh 5 m, and found relief 
in observing the glow which had super- 
seded 'Ae w:ui tint upon lier daughter’s 
counten^ee, ^ind iPhich was reall3' tin; 
effect of agitation. 

Idiey were soon joined by the Test of 
tlie part}', Snd.sat down’to A niim*erously 
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atteiiG^ed and cic<i;aitt invakin.a.- . 'i,' 

ft' ■ 

Fanshaw wa? tjav, 'and in tiu' iiio,,, . 
rspfi'its, — the life ol' the wLula parly 
liad his own tiiorouglu approhali.'ii. 
had settled liandsoinc annuil\;_npu: 
Mrs. DelaVal, and' a nuicii laigej* settle- 
ment upon ids wife tlian she hail thi 
ieast idea his fortune warranted j and 
when she represented this to him, he 
told her, that.Jiq had not laid open ids 
affairs to hei) because he wished lor the 
gratification of being loved only for him- 
self. 

Mr. Trevillyan did •aio.t "know how to 
be gaya; and he sometimes tnonght the 
nor/Sense talked by his friend, and at 
which every body lauglied, . was beneath 
the dignity of a sensiole man ; and the 
pWlanthropy with whiuh he lent him- 
self.^o the welfare of his fellow-cieatures, 
absolute folly. — Yet when he''witnessed 
the resulfs of these fffepts, and the satis- 
faetion hc^ apjieased to derive from his 
exertidiis and s^uccess, in anyobenevolent 
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•itidertakiAg, he* could not help^fecling 
envious of his sensations ; hut the^ never 
^excited emulation in the good cause. 

They set *off‘ m their respective car- 
riage;?, taking easy stagei^ anil seeing 
every *thing worth ^Tibtice on the road ; 
and arrived tlie/ourth morning (for Mr. 
Fanshaw liad determined it should be 
by day UghtJ at his estate of Darlington ; 
and, as it was now th® middle of Mai^, 
and a very.line season, the country was 
its highest beauty. The apple and 
pear^ trees weie iy full blostsQm, and 
looked absolutely lik^ so many ricli or- 
chartla of^bateams, the smell to^ of the 
apple Ijlossoins* with which the !Tj>ilges 
were thickly ornamented, was very re- 
•ti eshing. ^ They ?ipproached the mansion ^ 
of Darlington Jthrough a luxuriant ^ye- 
nue of* large oaks- The park.was jSnely 
wooded ^nd^ stocked with deer, and 
every now and ,thbn a bralfe jafforded a 
niost delightful ptospect of the rapid 
and winding Severn,. ^backed* by the 
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JVIalv^i’n hilJj, wliicli, I’cfi- softJU'ss.*>f oiii 
line, a*nd beantv ot cftbct, liiivcfbw cow- 
petitors. — Yount^ Ylonhnt* and the, 
Trevil/jans ivej'e quirt; enchanted ; but 
Ms 6. Fanshav sat speecJiJess ; yet the ex- 
pression of her countenance fuJly de- 
monstrated her surprise and delight. — 
He enjoyed, but did not interrupt her 
feelings. At last they became too power- 
ful tor suppressicu, and she burst u)to 
tears and threw herself into his arms ; he 
pressed liei . aftectionatcly to his bosom. 
She had 'time tc recover herself before 
they "alighted ; and they found the house 
equal te tho grounds. 

Aker they had taken some refresh- 
ment, Mr. X'anshaw did the honour of 
showing his mansion, ahd his wife found 
that her taste, which had been drawn 
from, her with great apparent iivadver- 
tency, had been caiefully toHewed in 
the fitting it up. There was scarcely 
a room wherein slid could not detect 
some inSrtance of this delicate sAtention. 
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The party retired to tkess, ai!tl the 
,:;eTitlemeQ went to look' at a conserva- 
*lory wJiich •had » been recently built. 
When they returned thej^ fbuhd (Vily 
!\frs. 'jiVceiJIyan in rfiu drawing-room. 

Mr. I’aushaw inquired for Ids wife. — 
Her friend said she had left her dressed, 
and expected her dowH : fearing lest she 
had uu’stalvcn lief wayj hg wenf to seek^ 
her.— He opened her chamber door j she 
was not there, — that of her dressing-room, 
was not quite clos’ed : hg presented him- 
self at it, inteiidii^ gai^’ to offer Idiflself 
AS lady’s-njaitl,; — but his gaie^ was 
turned into delight, when he obsetsed 
her on her knees, too intently devout to 
iieur his approach.. 

An indesfaibahle emotion took posses- 
sion of his mind as hte contemplated her 
light eai^ligure in*^he graceful attitude 
of devotion; Tiut when, with uplifted 
hands and tearful eyes, he heard her 
fine voice raised in gratitude^ to Heaven, 
imploring’ blessings updii hiraselfi aii<J 

9a* 
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beseeching the Almiglity to niake hot 

worthy such n husband ! *so niany (a)iii- 
forts! his feelings nejiilv overcanu' him 
an(j it vf^ns with difficulty he commanded 
them sufficiently to <j)ieVcnt his tb.rowijig 
himself by hei* side and joining in her tri- 
bute of gratitude. When her aftecting 
prayer was ended^ she turned round, and 
her eyes' met those of her husband,' which 
were beaming upon her with admiration 
and affection ; and she soon found herself 
pressed to his bosom, ^ — and here j)assed 
many “vows of faith, and .ne’er a false’ 
one.” 

SL’iieir lives, as we shall see, were one- 
constant scene of affection to each other, 
and of benevolepcft to those around 
them. 

When , they returned to their friends, 
dinner was annount^ ; and even- 

ing Mr. Fanshaw amused them with 
showing them a‘ beautiful and favourite 
apartment, whicli he had fitted up with 
much 90st, ^ith chym'ical Apparatus. 
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They*Vere much pleased with sorflp expe- 
riments lie made them, for this was his 

• ■ 

hobby, and ^ he had spared no expense 
to gratify it. They had inan^ fing parts of 
the country to • se^e^ ant? wefe mlicir 
pleased with Croome, the Earl of Coven- 
;ry’.s, and many*other seats in the neigh- 
oourhood. — They presented themselves 
at chm’ch ; «nd after tiiat day tiiey were 
visited by every ac^ailitance «f Mw 
Fanshaw’s,*till afr4ast they beg^n to wish 
the ceremony ended. 

IVIr. and Mrs. Trevitlyan passed live 
iveeks here, bulf Mr.^Iordant had left 

them at the end of the second. The 

• • • ♦ 

Fanshaws accompanied their friends the 

first step of their jburney towards Bath ; 
T:aid they parted witH great apparent re- • 
gret, and ])romTsed to pass some part'of 
each year together. 

Mrs. Moiidant hitd declined the invi- 
tation to Darlington, ^ but pramised to 
meet her daughter at Bath, •and 'go to 
EldringtoiT wjth her, jjome months, 
ss 6. 
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They^found her piiqclical to Jier a'ppoint- 
ment, attended by Felix; and foi Innately 
for himself and some others, the little 
creature first recognised Mr. 7'rcvillyan, 
and play'^ed a thp,usand antics^ round 
him, before he saw his mistress ; possibly 
she kept purposely behind. Jt really 
appeared as if he had been taking lessons 
of policy, or had instinct cAongh to find 
'out to whom he snould pay court. • 

, 7’he arfifice, if it was one, succeeded. 
• Mr. Trevill/an caressed him, and for a 
Jong, while made liim liis pet. — •They 
soon found out (Colonel JJiesburgh, and 
they^were mutually pleased at the meet- 
ing. Mrs. Desbu;gh appeared now near 
her confinement, and the odd gentiemap. 
in the highest glee ; but it was not ex- 
pected that the heir was to make his ap- 
peal ance till August^ when^ Miss hiiiza 
Dennison was to be witiu Iver ; and tlu* 

o • 

Colonel ‘made Mr- Treviilyan promise 
that he would not only attend the chris- 
tening, but alse, stand sponsor. * 
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Mr."'l'reviUyan then matle eifquiries 

after Mr. and Mr.s. Ilevaolds, and was 

• • 

•pleased to bear how well they were 
settled. 

Our* party invite^, the DesbUrgh^ to 
dine with them, aftd the next day they 
reached Eldrington Hall j but it was 
too late at night to see any of the beau- 
ties \fhich ^surrounded it, and which 
wer*e of a totally oppbsife cast to those 
of Darlington. 

Here the sea Conned a beautiful fea- 
ture,* and the shipping from albnation.'^ 
which constantly passing, took away, 
even in winter, the drearine'ks \?hich it 
otherwise presents to«a prospect. 

The distant view of the fertile Isle of 
Wight, — 'Ryde, and the busy scone oil, 
Portsmouth — Itogether with a home j9j<o- 
spect j'ich^in woqd and pastute, farmed 
the chief be«uties* of this sweet place : 
bjiit, compared- to Dgrlingtoi>, it was a 
mere toy; yet it was difficult tc^ decide 
.vhich wils the most ‘beautifuf in point 
of prospect. 



.11. 


TJIIC VETERAN 5 OK, 


Mi>‘Trevillyan appeared to h'ave no 
wish of following the example ol’ his 
friend in showing the house ; possibly 
aware that His great deficiency of atten- 
tioii woul4 be doubly lelt on the compa- 
rison ; but indeed it .was obvious enough 
without the conti'ast. — >The only apart- 
ment which had had any new furniture 
for the ..last thirty years v/as his own 
dressing-room which he had fitted up 
immediately upon his father’s death. It 
happened that this was the pleasantest 
room im the whole Louse, and tlie/>nly 
one which commu:iicat(?d with their bed- 
room. iiad a handsome wardrobe, 
hanging presses, a sofa, and two lounging 
chairs, and showed that he. well undei'- 
stood what comfort was ; byt for his 
wi^h there was a small chest of drawers, 
large^enough to hold about a tenth of a 
modern wardrobe, — no che^al. ghasses, — ■ 
no luxurias of any kind, — Again, her 
beautiful pisino-forte the last present of 
Henry Forteseu^’s, was crammed into a 
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cold if* not a danij)^ parlour, bcc«yise it 
would spoil the appearancp’of the saloon. 

• Oh ! how up like was all this to Darling- 
ton, or even to the far less cdstly arj'ange- 
ment qf the house Henry yo];tescue tiad 
furnished for her. -*- Then her wish was 
his law : — shediad been consulted upon 
every occasion, and nothing was good 
enougli for her.T- She*.bliislied ^s she felt 
the' comparison, and •determined, to irv 
dulge it nb farther. Mrs. Mordant was 
struck with his ^absolute neglect of lier 
comforts, and mewtioTled things 

which she conc^ived-necessary, to Mr. 
Treviilyan, who apologisec^ with some 
consciousness for it,, by saying tSitt he 
had left those tlhngs for her to do to 
' her own t«ste. — Uf)on this hint the mo-, 
ther determined to send them what was 
prope|, without consultiifg him fujther. 
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I'or life, I prise it as I weigh grief, 

Which I well could spare. 

Winter^ a Tale. 

Felix Jost, — A snr prise. 

After showing his wife to the neigh- 
bourhood and receiving’ and paying visits. 
Mr. Trevillyan received a letter from 
the Colonel to the' following cf^‘:'Ct : — 

T'EAll SIR, 

It has pleased VJod to make me a 
lather in my old age. — Sophy was con- 
fined this morning, some weeks earlier 
than she expected. She and my fine boy 
are likely to thrive. Rernembe- the chris- 
tening } and /cinemberj too^ that when I 
ask you to stand sponsor to my child, 
I look \o ydu to be a father to him, in 
case it should not be the pleasure ol‘ the 
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Almighty to spare his own* — I Jifn not 
used to inlist recruits, without expecting 
5jiey should sel’ve. Best regards to your 
wife. Your faithffll frien,^, 

G. De|buk»h. 

“ Pray send word of this to your friend 
Panshaw, and tall him I shall call upon 
him to stand to my girl next year." I 
prefer young jneii for ttiis office, ^because 
there is a chance of thair being caUed to, 
fulfil the duties of it.” 

Abput a fortnight, aflfcr this,* sy^iother 
letter arrived," saying JVtis. Desburgh'was 
so well, !lnJt at*the end of five weeks from 
her confinement* the}^ would be r^Ady 
to receive them. ‘Mrs. Trevillyaii did 
Hot find l^prsclf *paiiticularised in the 
invitation ; and. as she was by no meati^s 
anxiou? to be upon tamilkir tarms ^ith 
the lady/- wfioge cfi»ractcr she never ad- 
mired, she proposed staying at iipme with, 
her mother ; and her liusbamj, knpwiug 
that her , dislike had ratber.morc^ justice 
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iii it tijiin even slic was aware of, /cquies 
cod. He went ; aiui we grieve to say she 
did not regret this tlicir first separation ; — 
indeed it was of her own seeking. Yet 
nc one , could say she was unhappy j her 
husband was as attentive to her as he 
could be to any one:— but in all his 
actions, — almost indeed in liis very words, 
one might read " I am the master here;” 
.and every body about him appeared to 
acknowledge it. Insensibly his wife 
adopted the same manner, and there was 
throughout much more of duty than of 
affection in the deference shown him. — 
Mrs. Mordant remarked’ with concern 
the. Increased gravity of lier daughter ; 
but Clara had, by severe discipline over 
her thoughts, cr.reliilly avoided the 
Sil-’ghtest expression of dissatisfaction. 
She.^had , determined to perform 'the du- 
ties of a good wife; and she ‘did so, 
without repining : blit hitherto she had 
had no great trials. 

Two days affer Mr. Treviljyan’s de- 
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pai turt^ iifiiix, wflo never any aiancc 
left Ill’s njistress for "an hoisr during the 
day, was missing. Mrs. 'Mordant and 
her daughter* had 'taken a walk in the 
pleasure-grounds ; the dog w^S Wth 

tiiein, itnd both laditJf had observed him 

• 

barking and capering at a shrub : they 
supposed it was at a bird, and were too 
intently engaged in cowersation to sulFer 
such a trifle to interrupt it. They wan-^ 
d?r§d far, aod did not think of returning, 
until the bright moon reniindcil them of 
the hour. When thej’ reached the house, 
supper (a cei^miMiy alyvays obser^d at 
the Hal^^as waiting them. %The noble 
Felix had alwa'ys honoured this, *Mid 
every other ^ meal,, with his punctual 
attendance ^ and* was never the least 
interestiag gue*t at the table. Nojjf, 
howev(?r, he was absent, <ind jio \^here 
to be to&rid! , Servants were dispatched 
in all directions : they went *to, the spot 
the ladies described, —whistlpd, galled. 
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eriquii;ed, a|l in vain — poor' FeUx \va.^ 
I’ar out of hearing. 

Mrs. Trevillyan becanfe e’xccedingly 
anxious andnagitatcd. * Henry Fortescue’s 
last present .had deserted her at the mo- 
ment when slie haA'^.been faithless to the 
memory of his master. There existed no 
present necessity of disguising her feel- 
ings, when she odendcd np one by their 
indulgence.; and ..while she thought she 
was weej^ing for Felix, perhaps an asso- 
ciation oF ideas presen^d another object. 
Twelve v»’clock«cafne, and the family 
retifbd to rest, fujly determined to search 
the neighbourhood the next ntorning for 
the fugitive. 

Mrs. Trevillyan, however, could not 
be easy. She dismissed her attendant, 
aprl walked about her room for some time. 
She^then^ went into the dressing-room, 

and finding it a beautiful light nignt 

Header, \ve‘'were contemplating a very 
sublinje description of moonlight scenery, 



. MATRI^IONJAL I'EMCITIES. , 

wiien ‘<.the sweeC wind dic^ gentj^^ kiss 
the trees, *and they did mal^e no noise,” 
—the sea-^thfe ships — the nightingale — 
a distant cascade — %he sweet» murmur of 
which — and a thousand other ^uxiHa- 

ries But we are y5ry plain matter-of- 

fact people ; so, paving given you ample 
materials, we beg you to put them into 
the most bcMiitching shape your imagin- 
ation can paint, and r(|t:um wjth me to, 
the dressing-j’oom, where Clara had opened 
the window, and gtood pensively gazing 
on the placid scene jro»nd hen After 
indulging hei%elf«for h^lf an hour'*trere, 
inclinatifflBJ which always gxowfk with 
indulgence, pronl^ted her to go out “and 
search herself for the dogt 
• John Harding iTad.been left at home 
by his master. Jde was ndw no long«i' 
valet, bnt had been installad to.the Jjigh 
office of -l^utl^j and etiquette did not 
allow of his leaving home except in the 
suite of his mistress. .John resjjectgd his 
master very much ; he Jhoiie-ht iiim. as 
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he ha,d known all others thinL»hiin, a 
miracle of genius and erudition ; but 
there was something so sweef, so gentle 
in the mani'/ers bf his mistress, that he 
de.'bted himself to her with the most 
respectful affectioriV 

He was surprised to hear her voice 
caKing him, when he supposed all the 
household were in bed. He rbse in- 
stantly, and learning her inclination, cheer- 
fully prepared to follow her Ihrough the 
grounds ; but so careful was he of her, 
that he would Eot .allow her to proceed 
far lihtil he had returned for her clogs.-— 
They 4;hep went to the shrulf where she 
well' remembered poor Felix stopped. 
She called upon him loudly ; — hope 
seemed to lend 'energy and strength te 
lier voice. Finding this. ineffectual, and 
Johp’s more powerful whistle vain, she 
began to fear somo animai roust have 
killed him;' She de^red John to look a 
little, way farther on : she herself ex- 
amined all the places near he’’, and then 
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Avent t(j^'S)e clumj(f of trees which ‘were* 
close to the spot — but he w^s not there. 
Her spirits sunk, as slni sorrowfully 
exclaimed, “ My poor Felix, thou hast 
deserted me, when most 1 ^need!!4, tty 
comfort', and there is»a reproach implied 
by thy desertion, which none but myself 
can feel.” 

.lust at this moment, she saw, or she 

lancied she saw, somethmg^move not lar 

from her. She started ! — but the* dark 

shadows of a bright moon-liglTt nearly 

obscured the objects bqpeatli the thick 

foliage of the^tre^s. She stood nitetion- 

less, fixiHg-her fyes wdt^ painful suspense 

on the spot. — Something did raove,*fhe 

could not discover \j'hat. — She scarcely 

Ijreathed. Tlie ofcjec,t approached, and 

every nerve was strained to discover 

what it% could be. She neither wanted 

courage^ [or* fortitn ^® » hut when she 

heard a long* drawn .sigh close.to her, she 
• '* 

called aloud to John, and then said with 



great-agitation, “ In the name of Heavui. 
what are yoij. ?” 

“ A deserted wretch,” answered a dee]» 
voice ; “ (^serted by her for whom i 
braved everj danger, and have been 
exposed to miseries which would have 
killed many a stouter man.” 

It was impossible to mistake l.hat voice, 
although it assupied a tone of re[)roacli 
very ditierent from wl)at she had been 
used to. — It was that of Henry Foi- 

n 

lescve. 

She hpard no , more. John hastened to 
the and founa his mjstre>s leaning 

against a tree, apparently li^^iyss. He 
hirp^elf was not in much better case ; for 
just before he entered the inclosure, a 
light figure passed hinpj and darted, with 
the fleetness of an arrow from a bow', ' 
across his path, and was out of sight in 
an instant. All this passed in the course 
of two miputes 5 — bpt it ‘made a lasting 
impression upon- more" memories than 
bis. John, with all his good sense, was 
6 
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v ery sH^ierstitious. That this was a^host 
immediately occurred to Him, and we 
are not sitre if he did not ask himself if 
a ghost coulcf fly iway lyithliis mistress. 
Which way he sqlved this <knptty pdint 
we have not heard ;,TSut as he certainly 
did advance, although with much fear 
and trembling, to the spot where he saw 
his misjress, es bpfbre ^id, we presume 
it was in the negative. 

She was yust recovering her, recollec- 
tion ■ lie spoke to, her, and this roused 
her, — and he was dgligfited to hf^r the 
sound of a huiftanwoice. She asked him 
T he hacTSeen a^iy body ? 

“ No, madam,’’ said he, “ I believe 
they have no bodies, — they say they 
^ h#ve only spirits ’ but why any spirit 
should come from the other world 
fright ybu or me, madam,* I’m sur|p I 
can’t think.. ’It^is tiit? first I ever saw, — 
and I don’t know.aify thing I have done 
to diake them take so much trmible 
VOL. a. c , 
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about me; 9ud doubtless you, my lady, 
ere still more innocent than me” 

There was something of conscious rec- 
titude, as well as simplicity, in his reply, 
that under other circumstances might 
have amused her. * 4t present her agita- 
tion was extreme ; and she was not sorry 
that John had himself pointed out an ex- 
cuse for it, which wouM never have enter- 
ed her imaginuticn. She was scarcely able 
to walk to the house, and had no inclin- 
ation to speak ; but John, for the first 
tiine,^appeared to forget the distance 
between them, end he indulged himself 
aloud witli his own conjectur^' j— -tliink- 
ing, perhaps, that the sound of his voice 
would secure them from a second visit 
of the ghost j and he judged, right— they 
^^oached home in safety. 

]^s. Trevillyan retired to htir room, 
thoisgfa John would* fair have liad her 
take 90 sd 4 .rpfreshadeijt^ Her first un- 
pulse wa 9 to throw herself on the oed, 
and give free/'ent to her anguish j and 
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we faaF Mra mu^t acknowledge* that she 
yielded to it. The next, hpwever, was 
far betfer, and we hope will obtain her 
forgiveness in the eyes, of* our^inost vir- 
tuous readers. . She called ierself to a 
severe account for her conduct, recol- 
lected that fortitude and resolution were 
now more necessary than before and 
the strength of.mindVvhich wewhave seen 
her exert for the corftolittionr of Mr. Fw- 
tescue, 'again came to her aid. Nor this 
alone. Ashamed even to herself of be- 
traying so much weakness, she’ sank upon 
her knees, * and in the ardour of true 
devotion, foftnd relief to l/fer Sgitation. 
She earnestly prayed^ for assistance* and 
support against Her own weakness— for 
of that she ha^ ifluch reason to fear.* 
Her prayer was heard. She retired* to 
rest, and slept an hour. 

At brea3cfast, hdl* mother remarked the 
alteration of her fooks j and Qara gained 
resolution enough to inform h^, with 
tderable^calpiness, of*lhf adventure of 

C.2’ , 
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the night. Mrs. Mordant could kkrdly 
believe that what she heard was not the 
account of a feverish dream of her daugh- 
ter’s, and it was iong ere she could give 
credit to the assertion ; and at last, when 
she found it was an absolute fact, it was 
impossible to rejoice at it. Bitterly did 
she accuse herself of the urgency of the 
advice she had given : indeed it could 
hVirdly be cblled aimce. She determined 
to write im mediately to Mr, Fortescue. 
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• CHAP. III. 

• 

As I am now unhappy ; which is more than 
History can pattern, though devis’d and play’d* 

To take spectators. 

^ ^inter^s Tdc* 

• 

An Explanation. 

While Mrs. Mordant w^s busy with 
her, letter of enqiyry^to Mr. Tprtescue, 
a countryuftin iirought back Felix, and 
desir^ to see Mrs. Trevillyaiy herself. 
John Harding* thoqght thi^ news* too 
good to nqed ceremony j nor did Felix 
wait the /ormaTity of an introduction, — ^ 
for while the man was speaking to Ifkn, 
the dog flew to. the well-knowiy door, 
where th§ Jadiei^ usually sat, gave a 
scratch at it, ^nd finding * it* give way, 
s’prung into the room, and made iSO much 
noise with his greetin^,tlyt JoBn waited 
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some m/^ments .at the door ere he could 
be heard, and the countryman ,was at 
his heels. 

When he had tpld his mistress who the 
man was, he revired ; and when the door 
wa'' shut after him, the countryman ad- 
vanced to the ladies, and put a letter upon 
the tRbl^, at an equal distance between 
them. It was addressed to. Mrs. Mordant : 
she opened it : there was an inclosure to 
Mrs. Trevillyan, though only ‘addressed 
tQ Clara. H^r mother hesitated to give 
it her. 

The ihaai, thinking the ladies too busy 
to mind nim, was making his retreat j bwt 
curiosity, or some o^^hef feeling. Was too 
sttong to be repelled.' Mrs, Trevillyan 
put down thd unopened letter, and both 
thS ladies began questioning him. The 
fellow at nrst pleaded ignorance, and 
knew nothing \ as soon, ho'.vevOr, as the 
touch of fire shillings met his Ungers, 
his heclblthdtibn returned) knA he said, 
a sailor ^ad to their cottage in a 
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terribli; weak state:, and h^d asl^bd foe 
lodgings,, about a week • since ; that 
I and 'woife thought sure he wur 
mad, for he sat gldomy loike, and never 
axed for nothing to eat. • At^stvihe 
wur feared to stay ^yllb him whilst I wur 
away but she soon got over that. 
But sure,” said he, gaining confidence 
as he p/oceeded,,** wh^t afroigb);^ did 
give us ! In the middle of the qoigbt^ 
when he wur got much bette:^ our Bet 
she wakes me, and tells me, sure as death 
lodger wur gone oul^ alld run away with 
all we got. So up 1 gejtsi, and goes down 
and looks abent me: the fitst thing 1 
sees was a fine fratch.and sales; I*ptits 
it to my ear, but it did not go j — but I 
eays to rayi^lf, * It’s mo robber as would 
leave such a fine watch behoind him.* 
So 1 ld£t the door as 1 ibund it but 
thinks 1 , I’M wetch^ But sure enough, 
my lady» I didn’t Vatch long, .for I fell 
asleep ; and next morning th^re be war 
as if nothivg bad hapj^pe^. 1 suppose 
•c 4, 
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he dol(js the same every noight ; for 
when I saw him this morning, that dog 
was with him. I don’t Know what to 
make of him — not I. \Voife she says 
he’i. a spoy :^<but 1 says he’s a gentleman 
as wants to keep out pf the way, for some 
reason as don’t concern .115. He wrote a 
letter t’other day, and I see a bit of 
the wjting, and^it wur aj^ a fine text 
hand, ,like„ that, my lady, — so he can’t 
be a sailor. So indeed, my kuly, this is 
all I know.” 

t> 

Mrs. Trevillyafki v^ould have been glad 
had lie gone on jbr an^ hdur. She in- 
creased her donation, and the"”man re- 
tired, very thankfyl for her bounty. 

The ladies were row left alone with 
their letters. Mrs*. M6rdant|s only con 
t^ned a request to deliver the other to 
her <|aughter j *and its contents werfe these : 

“ Madam, 

“ Could T have supposed that Felix 
was an object of such solicitude to you, 
I ccrtahily 9l|Oul;d not haye taken him j 
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but thS* little creature seemed tote en- 
dowed with that faithfulness which, alas ! 

f, • 

bas been so ^much wanting elsewhere. 
But I will not reproach »you. JE shall 
ever earnestly pray for ymfr happiness, 
though you have destroyed mine for ever. 
Yet, Clara, did you know my dangers, 
my sufferings — all encountered by my 
rashness in wishing to* be with«^u a 
fortnight earlier than ybu Sxpetted" me ; • 
— did you Iftiow that the worst sf these, 
indeed all put together, was trifling, 
when compared with my recent, my cjuel 
disappointment 5 thinkyour conscience 
must upbraid you^for not waitiifg alit^e, 
a very little longer. Dyt why should I 
regret affections v^jich have proved so 
'titinsient ! — *1 dare hot think — my 
brain — But adieu ^ 

•« H>. F.’,* 

Mrs. Mordant knmedi/itely rang the 
bell, and learning which sway the fliafl- 
went, hastened ^ler him Y*9hf soon saw 
cf 5 » 
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him, and ke|)t hito in view as she 'walked. 
They were not far out of si^ht of the 
house, ere he was joined by a ttian ifl a, 
sailor’s dress ; but she could not believe 
this coUltl be Henyy Fortescue. He was 
so thin, no one could wonder at his being 
taken for a ghost : — he turned, and 
she jjerceived it was indeed the shadow 
of himself: — his sallow dheek and hol- 
low eye showed present suffering, and 
recent indisposition. 

She approached, and held out her 
hand co him j — hd hesitated, and ‘at lalt 
fumed away. 

Henry,” said she,. ” rhy dear Henry, 
surely you wH' speak to tne.” The 
countryman stared, and then, warned by 
^ motion of her hand, went away. 

Henry had gone a- few paces slowly 
forward; but hearing that wpll-known 
vbice of., affection, he * returned, and, 
with great emotion, accepted the offered 
liand^ 

” My dbaf 1 child," saiff “She again, 
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« wh^»e have you been, and what has 
become you during thjs dreadful ab- 
,sence ? — you appear as one risen from 
the tomb.” 

“ Wpuld to Heaven 1 had gone there,” 
returned Henry : “it was only the thought 
of Clara that kept me from it, — only 
the recollection of the happiness that 
awaited me here,, that lent me esi^rgyto 
overcome difficulties, aihd escape dangers* 
And when •! landed eighteen days ago, I 
would not have changed situations with, 
any being on the face oT the earth. Our 
ship was wrecked coming home, and 
every soul on "board, except tnysblf^my 
servant, and a femaW whom I saved, 
perished : and I^e&r, such are her mis- 
fortunes, that she ^11 never recoyer 
them. We were rescued, however, by &ti 
outward-bound vessel, llfere were ^only 
two chanceaofyOur Clearing of my escape, 
and I learnt that both the ships we spoke 
with were taken by the Frendi, sd that 
you could ^lot have kn|pwn|it. 1 heard 
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this tke othee day upon my landkig. 1 
ordered a post;.chaise and to take 
myself and a gentleman instantly to town^^ 
While this Wa§ preparing, I was look- 
ing' over* gonte newspapers j I had gone 
through several, and.was all impatience 
for the vehicle, when my eyes were at- 
tracted to the name of Mordant, — and 
I reatHs.er marriage, — tny own a^anced 
Clara! Judge what were my feelings, 
— ^ but, ipdeed, you cannot judge, — 
nobody cap. I had (.suffered want of 
food, — lost roy' reason ; — but notjiing, 
no anguish, I ever iblt, could equal 
that of tlwt hour ; — mj' brain* was on 
ffre, — and if 1 h?d had a pistol at that 
moment, 1 have little doubt of the use 
I should have made of it. 
o' « They came to tell me the chaise was 
readjiT ; — I went down with phrenzied 
expedition: — my iriend: Observed my 
altered of^a^oce, took me into a room, 
felt DBy pulse, — und I know nothing 
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more*tha^ passed for a week, wUen my 
recollection returned. 

“ My iriend had watched over me as 
long as he could jlossibly;, sp^re time, and 
then left every order for miy^accotflmo- 
dation : he generoy^ly paid my expenses, 
and left money for me, although he knew 
nothing of my friends, or how he was' to 
be remunerated^ 

“ I had recovered* sWwly, aijd had 
begun a letter to my father ; bi^: dreading 
the effect the suriden surprise might have 
upop him, I wrote ^o Clharles Mordant ; 
but my lettSr was hardly sane, so I 
did nol send it. 

“ However, 1 have learnt thaf^miy 
father is well, and *1 do not wish him to 
•know of ipy arnval«until I can have it 
gradually broken to him. My poor 
ther, how he will feel formie ! • . 

" I read in. tK«f newspaper that Mr. 
Trevillyan lived a€ Eldringtdh, And I was 
tdld that ^h? was absent:— «I resolved, 
once moTfk to see Clar%^. 
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“ ]^ny a. time have I seated. ‘myself 
in the grounds when I was abl^^ to go so 
far, and frequently saw heV, and always 
attended by*F^lix. ' 

At, one ‘time I contemplated sur- 
prising her ; but although it was evident 
she had ceased to regard me, 1 thought 
It 'cruel to remind her of what had been. 
I couM«.not help .fancying, .too, that she 
looked less livelyv and that her step had 
lost much of its elasticity : — in short, that 
she did not,appear happy. 

“ I enquired ihto^he character of Mr. 
Trewllyan, •— every one spoke of him 
with Inspect, — few wiili gratitude, — 
anti none with a£[hction‘; and I had the 
vanity of thinking, that had the property 
devolved to me, I should not have been 
ebntented with such negative praise. 

.^As the cottagers go to bed with the 
sun, I generally'strcSi over ^ grounds 
for hoursit Last ni^ht 1 saw you and your 
:daug|bter earnest in eonversation : — fhe 
d(^ sttiyed ^n p^ayfulneis behind ; •— I 
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took a^i opportunity of calling hioj j ~ 
the little^ creature listened* a moment, 
and then darted to the shrub behind 
which I stood. I 'took no ifotice of his 
barking or ♦capering unlsl ypu nfere 
fairly out of hearing, and then indulged in 
caressing him, as the only bdng who bad 
yet welcomed me to my native land. — 
He cei^ainlyknejv me,*, and I det^itnined 
to carry -him off. Al» first, he was sq 
taken up i» licking My hands, pnd show> 
ing his affection, that he did pot miss hie 
mistress ; but whenw h? had tired him- 
self with this* h9 whitved most piteously. 
I quieted him* as well as I eould ; and 
shut him up in* my ri^om, while I Wbnt 
for my nocturnal ratnlde. 

‘ “I distinctly saw Clara pacing her 
room, and open the window. I watclntd 
the li^t disappear, and soon afterwards 
she came* 6ut, att^ded by a servant.-— 
She walked fast, and I retrSated the 

• a 

shrub ; but thinking tint would %e fhe 
place shewropid seavcl^> I thid in 
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the pj^.ntatipn. She came there, — al- 
most touched me : — I heard her breathe, 
— I fancied I felt it too : — she liad 
called louifiy for Feli'x. But now, as if' 
despairing, ter sweet voice sunk into a 
mournful plaintivefigss, as she reproach- 
ed him for deserting her when she most 
-weeded comfort, and then herself for 
being^till less faithful^tliap the dog. 

“ I wag almoa*^ distracted. I could 
})ave proposed carrying her* away to a 
distant country, whei;p .we might live 
unknown, — but*- n^ better judgment 
soon'came to my. aid ; 1 spoke a few 
incoheffent, words, and hautened away. 

I passed near Jo the 'servant, who, far 
from impeding my course, started as if 
he had seen an apparition. ,1 sent back 
tfee dog this morning. I pray Heaven it 
may, be .a source of comfort to poor 
Clara. O, Mrs. Mor($aht ! if importuned 
to marry* if it was hot. a voluntary act, 
— much lipve those to aiiswer for who 
advised «it. I cjnnot even beMeve 
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that ske wbuld willingly forfeit hftr efi- 
gagement to me :-r-her happiness, as well 
as mine, i^ destroyed by if.” 

Mrs. Mordant burst into# tears, antt 
told him without reserve ^very’ocaur- 
rence ; *nor did she "hide Clara^ reluct- 
ance, or the persuasions used by herself, 
Mr. Fortescue, and all her friends, to 
promote the match. • 

This greatly soothed Jiinj ; and he pro- 
mised eare^jully to avoid all communica- 
tion with her, an4 to leave the place the 
next day. 

She then feti^rned ^ to the h^l, and 
found tier daughter busily epgaged in 
cutting out coarse baby-linen for poor 
people j and she was. surprised, to see how 
{Puch she had ddhe. .The truth is, upon 
the departure of her mpther she fouii4 
herself^ in great danger Qf«relai^ing,into 
dejecti^ln j, *h§ thdnefore wisely employ- 
ed herself; and the benevolMiqe of the 
occupation, and the industry with jyhich, 
she pursi^ec^ it, ; soothed her ^ind»to, tole- 
rable calmness* 
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CHAP. IV. 


I shoneild be sick^ but my resolutk>u helps me. 

Ct/mbciine, 

Suffh^ngni^ A Christening. 


Mrs. Trevillyan not immediately 
allow herself to Usk^any questions -7- per- 
haps thinking h^r mo^ei? would speak 
of herowi) accord ^ but tins not being the 
cfls%^ she could npt resist examining her 
countenance. Vhinly had Mrs. Mordant 
attempted to cheer it ; teai^> every now 
.pnd. then started to her eyes, as she sat 
wid} her,. face> towards the fire, ali much 
oat hf sight of her ddughteR as {K>ssible. 

At Igat} My dear mother," said 
ClarcK, ** 50a muy tell me all, •— I can 
1 will Isear ^t ; ~b«t if you«le!^ve me in 

10, 



M^THlMolriAl. FELICITIES. 43 

ignorance^, my imagination, never y^jy' 
tame, will picture to itself hortfors which 
may not exis'l in Veality.” 

“ My dear child ! my amiable Clara !*’ 
exclaimed Mrs. Mordant, in great agita« 
tion, whik'she folded h^^to herbosom, “ I 
can never forgive myself fer promoting 
this marrii^e ‘.—-you are unhappy, Clara, 
by my influence when Providence JlMid 
every blessing in store for^yoy.” . 

“ Oh, hush» my mother j these are 
useless reproaches ; ™®^y 

arraign Providence for^tha storm which 
caused that dFeadfu]^bipwrec]c< Of what^) 
too, have 1 to complaia ? Mr. Tr|villyan 
does not understand thoS| delicate attest' 
tkns which some men bxcei in ; yau 
mikst take th^ terl5^|>cr. and disposition 
into consideration before you judge 
harshly. *He has been used^ 'frc^ inr 
i'ancy^ to \>e .oon^id^fed the first perso^, 
-^the principal, if iiK>t the only .object 
of dervoticni ; and reaU^i when y^ tlvnh 
of ithe mdiiysnoe he was brought tin in. 
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you must, allow he is not unan'iiable. 1 
never looked for perfection but in one 
dear object : — he is for ever separated 
from me j; and I am resolved, my dearest 
mother, that you shall see me reasonably 
happy, by devotlijg myself to those du- 
ties my situation calls for: nor do 1 
yet despair of making you satisfied with 
yo8^; son-in-law. At any rate, I beg you 
never again, to (mention a subject of con- 
versation quite improper for my partici- 
pation.” 

Mns. Mordant \ooked with fond admira- 
tion at her lovejy daughter, whom she con- 
sidered, a martyr to her obedience ; and 
•She saw that, fhough she spoke firmly, 
her countenande evinced her disorder : 
a parched lip, flushed cheek, and sr.nh 
eye, were not in unison with the calm- 
ness of her expressions. Clara acknow- 
le^ed that she had taken, cold by the 
dew of the night, dn(| her afflicted parent 
hurrie4 her to bed, and sent for medical 
advise. iThe fever ran high, and the ill* 
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ness pro^pd 'of more unpleasant co»9^' 
quence than was at first apprehended. 

^At this juncture Mr. Trevillyan- re- 
turned home, and fdund all tlie house 

* • 

in confusion and dismay ; and wh^n hS 
learnt the cause, it is'’ difficult to say, 
whether the affection for his wife, or the 
disappointment to his wishes, had most 
weight upon his ieeljngs. 'JHe looke4^or- 
ward to the birth of an beir^ as the ^ne 
<jua non of hia happiness. The i^ea of 
his property going t<j the Fortescues was 
a continual thorn in ^is ^ide ; add he 
seemed as if he*took a pleasure, by con- 
stant irritation, to> deepen the w<gand it 
made. 

Thus is happiness mucfi more eqi^ly 
diwded between u^tbaa we are willing 
to believe: those who appear to us pos- 
sessed of ’every thing this woiid can gine 
them, are no<iAaser to % than ourselves : 

youth, health, \^ealtb, rank, abilities, 
are n5t sufficient to secure h^pigess,*--- 
that belongs Ig the mind. 
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Mr. TreviHyan’s mind did *i'ot posses*’ 
tliis gem } on the contrary, he was sorely 
alive to the most trifling incident which 
militated against the least of his com- 
Torts. H6 was not allowed |;o visit the 
sick chamber for^ some days ; and when 
he did, he could not help dwelling upon 
his own disappointment even more than 
upon her siiflfering6< She exerted herself 
to reconcile him to it, and in order to 
divert his thoughts, begged him to give 
the history of the christening : and after 
some further'lar’entations he began 

** Upon my arrival* at Bath, I was 
^sul'prised to find T’anSbaw and his wife, 
who had offered the compliment of their 
nttendance. It Mrs. Fanshaw had 
heard so muchr t/f old Desbur^, 'that 
she wbidd not let him go without her : — 

you' sefe all folks are not so fastidious 
•as you aln. — I wifli ybu* had gone, and 
'tbemsfi this would not have happened. 

T?hey«toak up 'their abode at the 

Hotel, ahd I wettt -there too. 'Ihe Colo- 
nel fixed the. 2d of August for the ce- 
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remon/pf the christeQing, Mfhich wj^Tto 
take place in the Abbey at twelve o’clock i 
•;-for he chose to have it performed in 
the church, he said, becai^e*he thought 
it much more decent than 'in % private 
house. To our greai;%istonishment, Mrs. 
Deaburgh excused herself* from attend- 
ing iU which I saw hurt the old gen- 
tleman and •! f^ncy U had been the 
subject of discussion ibefnre *we .went 
there, for there was a smile of , triumph 
and determination from her to JEliza, who 
said she would stay at hoifle with h&r sister. 

“ Mm. FanSbaw, Geperal Divers, a 
very gentlemanly man, a crony of the 
Colony’s, and fhysel^ were sponsKU's, 
and with the Colonel went in ihnshaw’s 
carriage. |le widked; nnd the child 
was carried by the nucse. We wanted td 
take it with us, nr to send the niutie and 
her Chmgeti^ e ci»!r, but the Coleneh 
as in a fon»er case,* thought he* dmukl 
haiAe < ichstoges enetighl’ II9 added, 
with gteat wdf’OMsqdace^, I wfawant 
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1 %aB carried to church j and if my boy 
is as hale ak I am at my age, I*m sure 
it will not be by coddling him.’ 

“ I saw t^e wiftf and sister give a 
spring irom the window as we drove offi 
as if in delight at our departure. While 
on our way, the Colonel, with great ex- 
citation, fumbled in the long pocket of 
his reghnental .waistcoat, (for he was 
full Pressed f on I the occasion,) and pre- 
sented each of us with a ismall parcel, 
which he said he hopped we would accept 
as a mark of hik regard, and of the, chris- 
tening of his dear boye» We opened our 
packets, and found each contained a 
round red box, in which was a very valu- 
aiUe diamond ring.'' 

' It is very provoking you were n>»t 
'^there:— I don’t think I have ever shown 
you my mother’s jewels : — I intended to 
present you with %Hem auflon the birth 
of my sOh ; but thai idea must sleep for 
somte time, -»it is really Very tiresbihe. 

” The sfervjpe passed, avd.I dare say 
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il>e Cokme! thought he fi^d iibfwsfjy 
remunerated the clergyman (who, by the 
bye was none bf the best ; with half-a- 
jruinea : — Iiowever,*he made liis bow and 
said nothing. The clerk reeeivejl on*ly 
one shilling, which .Agreeing very ill 
with the figure we cut in Fanshaw’s gay 
equipage, — from which no doubt he had 
appropriated iq hij^ own*, mind the half- 
guinea given to his superior to.his/)wn 
pocket — wa% not so passive. JHe fol- 
lowed the party to J;he carriage, and in- 
decent^ began abusing tTie Colonel, who 
for some time did 48ot ngtice it : at last, 
liowever,' ‘ You <*ascal,’ said he, * the 
next time I’ll nbt giye you half as 
much.’ • * 

t‘ ‘ Next tijne !’ replied the man with 
an ironical smile, ‘ no, I don’t believe 
you will j 'and you need not haVe traubljd 
us now, f reckom, if *y^)u had not had a 
j'riend at court.’ . ’ * * 

The innuendo possibly was imhe^rd, 
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^ it was unheeded by ou» friend, 
and we drove off. 

“ Fanshaw, who seeiAs to have an 
unaccountable pleasure in doing oJd 
thtngSfjiov* ordered the carriage to our 
hotel, where MrsfJDesburgh and Eliza 
had promised him to meet us j but they 
were not arrived, so it was sent to Queen 
Square for theq;i : it ^etufned, however, 
empty— ^ the ladies had left home the 
instant drove away. , 

“ We /bund a splendid breakfast laid 
out ; but it Was„ not etiquette to sit 
down to it without tbcmi and the Colo- 
nel was very uneasy. Ho proposed setting 
out in search off them' : this at first was 
interdicted, fearing, at that rate, they 
might be running after ^ch other all 
day. But when we had waited half an 
hqpr k) suspense, and the child began 
to cry, he and FanShaw set^pff. They bad 
not gorte far, when they perceived the 
ladles vralking very fast in the opposite 
direction tOb, their own chouse: they 
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were exceedingly heated by the exeibise; 
and the Colonel, fearfully jifive to any 
thing which could hurt the b^y, would 
not let her go near htm, till -she was,cool. 
— Eliza ^ade some trifling* errand an 
excuse for their absence, and the party 
sat down to the repast, to which they did 
due honour. 

“ The„veteran seemed’ to think Fan- 
shaw had paid him a grftat 'conlplinlent 
by the entertainment, when really I 
should have thougift it an implied re- 
proach« I should newer have dreamt 
of doing §uch a thifig. 

“ At three they^left us, and We mei 
again in Queen Square af^six, where the 
Colonel has taken .3. house for a month, 
which at ifhis season, I suppose, he 
gets for a trifle. We there found a 
handsome.entertainment of one course, 
or if there weVe two, it was not done as 
we have it. The wine was of the'sa^e 
sort as we had before, and quite* excel- 
lent. It pa^efl very pleasafltl;^ and the 
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Cblcael was in high glee. The ladies Icl t 
us soon'afte’r dinner, which the old gentle- 
man apologised for, as necessary for a 
nurse, ani nothing^ more was thought 
of it. 

“ About nine, there was a loud rap- 
ping at the street-door, which was fol- 
lowed by several succeeding ones. The 
Colonel seemed surprised, and we went 
into the' drawing-room, where we found, 
and e'ddently to his great astonisli- 
ment, a darge party, and amongst tlie 
rest. Sir John and Lady Neerdowel, and, 
seemingly of their paVty, Mrs. Langton. 

, Fa'iishaw immediately went up to 
his wife, and s?Don after she complained 
of indisposition, andjie took her away •, 
but he himself rCturficd, and told mt^iu 
did not think the company such as la 
ctose'her fo associate witli. 

“ 1 have since Jearfll jthat tlie Neoi- 
dowels and JMj's. Langton were travelling 
Irdm dne place to another j and\)oing 
now ontheipj’oad, they centrived to lui- 
inoLi'^'Sir JohnNeenlowers strong inclina- 
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>op. to iom the party upon tins occasion, 
i-'iiza had givtyi Mrs. Langton inform- 
of the appointed day -y for these 
ladies always corresponded^ — Mr^ Des- 
bargii dared not meijtion tlieni to lier 
iiusband, for she kntfw the consequence 
would be the doing away with the whole 
part}'^ ; and it was to their hotel they 
went in fche mtfrniilg to ascertain if they 
were arrived in Bath, that tfie ladies had 
been so mucO upon the alert. Amd here 
again I have to notice t^e Quixotism of 
Fanshaw. He^ saw S-ady Neerdowel — 
Miss Bajilow that "was — quite deserted ; 
oO he devoted hjmself to her duritig^ 
the evening, and appejujed as much in- 
rerested by the history of her vulgar 
'connections, as if he liad the disgrace of 
belonging to them himself. ^He danced 
with hei> — for to the evident consteim- 
ation of the 'old mao we had a. band of 
music, and there was a supper prepared. 

“ The Colonel folded his aiqns, \^alked 
about the room, •and seemfeii in great dis- 
D..3 * 
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rms": ne ne\cr spoke to any gentleman 
of the company except his own party. 
At last I saw him go out of the room, and 
I followed j bill he turned back : — ‘ For- 
give me, sir,’ said he, in great agitation, 

‘ and pray leave me — I will return to 
you presently.* 

“ He came back in half an hour, and 
then appeared perfectly calm. His 
wife* was da'ncihg with great spirit with 
Sir John Neerdowel, — indeed they were 
inseparable during the whole evening. 

“ I watched the veteran’s countenance, 
and I found that it i^as only by a great 
effort that he kept master of himself. 
And I firmly be.h’eve, that had it not been 
for the fear of frettmg his wife, and 
thereby hurting h’is child, he would haVe 
made no ceremony of showing, the door 
to ithe whole party^. . 

“ General Danvprs, and'J'anshaw, my- 
self, and the Colonel, went by his diesire 
down^ to the supper-table, where we 
each took a bouple of ‘glasses of wine ; 
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ind when we had done, he very carefully 

locked -up the decanters, saying, ‘ Those 
gentlemen who intrude theipselves un- 
asked to my house may find their own 
wine.’ 

“ How they managed I know not — 
wc came away ; but I dare say Mrs. 
Desburgh did not escape a fine trimming. 

“ I really Wonder how Sir John Neer*- 
dowel dared to present Tiim'selAhei^, of ' 
all places. Next morning we made the 
farewell call, but had ng opportunity of 
liearitfg parlicylars. 

“ Thf Fanshaws desire their kind 
regards to you, ,she is really* a sWttfst. 
woman. I asked then? to accompany 
me home, but it is very well they did 
‘not, considering the disappointment I 
met with, and the contusion of the 

“ And the illness of my dmighter,” 
said, Mrs. Mordanl. * 

“ Of course,” said he, « I njeanUhat.” 
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CHAP. V. 


O llieft most b^'se and gluttonous. 

'.rroilus add CrrssKf-, 


A Stage Coach Adrentur' . 

Miu TreviklyAn informed his w ife that 
he had written to put olf the Desburgls 
visit till she was better, b’at that he 
thought in a fowtiiight she v/ould be 
ready to receive ♦tbeixT; She rei^uctautly 
consented, for as Miss Eliza Dennison 
and the nurse and child were irluded. 
her mother’s room would be nec v.-ssary ; 
and it was a great grief to her. to lose 
her for such successors — althu,ug]i she 
woi'4d have been delighted to have had 
the. Colonel alone. 

Her health improved daily, and on the 
eve of tliat fixed for Mrs. IHordant’s de- 
parture, she exerted hetrsdlf to appear 
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■]ieertul,an'd happy. The aiothei* saw 
t was an efFort, and when the carriage 
came to the door next morning, felt dis- 
satisfied and unhapp^. 

' My^dcar Madam,” saiTl tliis ami- 
able young woman, “you must take back 
i'eli < ; eitlicr keep him yourself, or send 
bun to i!i< (ir^i master; it is not proper 
f iiat j ,-^!ioui^i kidii^gc myself by pietting 
him.” — Tiie Ja;thful Jittlfe creature heard 
f’lis name, aiukev'c-r attentive to her voice, 
s;>rang unon iicr ‘knees. Sb£ fondly 
caresstul in in, and theii put him into the 
carriage. Mr.*TiT.-villyi>n accompanied 
ihem, and tliey dFove oiF. 

Mrs. Mord c' Iiad always thought 
higld v h. r daughter, but she seemed 
to •rise ufi ju ‘every* tri^l. She pressed 
I cj- to bosom, and shed many tears 
. ' j}artirn<. Mr. Trevillyan ‘asked w^y 
Felix wa . to ;*his wife could not trust 
lunsell to speak jiist then, an'S' Mrs. 
-MonTant i eadily answered, that f he dog 
bad been left to her as sotj^e little com- 

.U -5 
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pensEtion for the companion sne had 
lost in his mistress. 

Men are the most unaccountable crea- 
tures ! Mr. Trpvilly an had been frequently 
jealous of the attentions bestowed on this 
spaniel, and many a>time would have glad- 
ly seen him consigned to the Thames: yet 
now that he found his wife could spare 
him — could herself propose to part with 
him, he i)egAn to think he might as well 
stay behind. But Mrs. Mordant enter- 
ing into the feelings, and reverencing 
the heroism of her daughter, resolved to 
caiTy him off. . 

^ Our friend John Hafding was present 
during this con /ersation ; and knowing 
how fond his mistress was of him, ear- 
nestly examined her ceuntenance. , 
John was no bad physiognomist, and he 
determined’ the dog should return. 

He knew the driver of the chaise 
which “went on with the lady, bribed 
hirh to 'bring it back, and the next day 
sent a countryman upon whom he could 
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depend*,, to take charge him •from 
thence to the Hall, after giving him full 
instructions how to act in all likely 
emergencies. 

The following morning,* Mr, Trelil- 
lyan went to his stables before breakfast 
to see a favourite horse, and being up 
earlier than usual he sauntered farther. 
— When some* way from the house, he 
was very much surprised ‘to «ee .little 
Felix scampering up to him as f^t as he 
could put his feet* to the grojjnd. The 
countryman had seen him at a distance, 
and according *to the instructions receiv- 
ed, he put dowrf the dog in the*miflst pf 
the dirtiest place fte could find, and well 
sprinkled him with ’mud. -—Felix well 
knew the spat, and he assisted the stra- 
1 agem by taking the straight road.— Mt#d- 
uy or dry, it was all one to Ffilix'j •ani^by 
the time he’&aMied his master, his dirty 
jacket might well- justify the icffea of his 
having travelled many miles. 

He saluted him most joyfully, leaving 

* ly 6 - 
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many a marK of his affection on his white 
trowsers. This, however, was of no con- 
sequence. Mr. Trevilly'an was quite 
pleased witn the animal; he immediately 
took him home, and John Harding kept 
a grave face, as he often afterwards heard 
his master extol the extraoi dinary saga- 
city of the dog, who had found his way 
thirty miles of a load he had never seen 
in hi? lifev Howe^ver, this incident pro- 
cured for the magnanimous ,Kelix a per- 
manenUiome with his mistress, who could 
hardly tdmmanci l^er emotion at the re- 
appearance of l>er fayoufitc. Mule he 
was iiotjff — she was much moi’e mute 
ftian he ; but if her joy was less loud, it 
was not less sincere. 

Mrs. Mordant missed the dog five mi- ^ 
Vmtes after the post-boy had stolen him. 
Pe^le*-werfc dispatched in every direc- 
tion, and the inn yVas searc'iied for him. 
She enq-idred tor the lad that drove hei’, 
who', in«-the most simple and innocent 
manner imaginable,. firnily«. denied any 
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knovvlt'Uge’of him, althougH h,e hid hut 
the moment before fastened liim up in 
the hay-loft. 

Lying, we believe, is o’ne of the 
very few fashions which ha» eseaped'tlie 
influence of time 5 ,*and we have cer- 
tainly done due honour to our grand- 
mother Eve, the first inventor ol’ it, by 
retaining the <;ust9m in its pristine purity 
ever since. 

Mrs. Mor^iant’; loved the do^ herself; 
but the value her ijiiughter attached to it, 
made^ her doubly unea.^. She •staid at 
the inn tiiat idglii,; and as there were no 
tidings of him, «he sent a lettgr to El- 
drington by the •first {^pst, to announc?! 
tlie disaster, and to* rdfjuest their exer- 
tions to reco> er iiyn. • She then proceed- 
ed on her road, and was met by her son? 
who was exceedingly vexed at Jthe, ac- 
count she g£jve» of iii}f sister. 

He had seen HSnry Fortesoue, from 
whhra he had learnt the histor\i of their 
jjieeting ; hp had also majiaged t» break 
the happy informatipn of his darling sen’s. 
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safety., to the old man, and his jt>y was 
beyond expression. But he, as well as 
all of them, deeply regretted the precipi- 
tancy with which they had acted in re- 
gard to Clara’s marriage. 

The next day, the carriage was dis- 
patched from the Hall to meet the Des- 
burgh family, who were to arrive by the 
stage-coach, and “ to bi^ sf t down at a 
small inn two.miles off’ by the road side, 

at a certain hour. 

« 

When they arrived at Eldrington, the 
Colonel ' appeared ip high spirits and 
after the usual greetings, ‘he gave them 
the hktofy of their stage-coach adven- 
thfes. 

“ W^e took the whole of the inside 
places, for I consklerad, th?t though & 
• t^iaise would be cheaper, yet it would 
hardjy be possible for four of us and my 
boy^to cram into it for a dong journey j 
but I or.dcred a good' veal pye to eat on 
the road, ,to save charges, and I brought 
a bottleKjf m'y fipe old Madeira. The pye 
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was p&t into a basket, anfl the ‘bottle 
into -a pocket of the coach. — When we 
came to the ‘inn where the passengers 
dine, the ladies proposed a ’walk, while 
the outside people ate. t «tayed*to pro- 
tect our things ; but, the master of the inn 
came and assured me that nothing should 
be touched, and that he would be an- 
swerable for t^e safety of it all. — Finding 
my long legs somewhat cramped,^! was^ 
glad to strQtch them j so I alighted and 
followed the ladie.s, telling the coachman 
to ti\ke us up on the^ r8ad, which he did’ 
in about half' a»s,hour. The first thing 
I did, was to pat my hand in tjie pocket, 
to feel if my bcfttle isias safe j — I feil"it 
and all the other thingS were in statu quo. 
Shortly aftej', we, got out our veal pye, 
and fell to it with good appetites. — Sopli}> 
asked for a glass of wine, I'riimnjaged 
out the tprrJbler* &nd the cork-screw, 
and then brought out the bottle. — But, 
wSnder of wonders ! I found mv fine 
Madeira tjjansformed into dirty water, a 
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transition by no means to ’our'- taste. 
I immediately called to the coachman, 
and asked Avherc was niy bottle ol vk ine? 
The fellow answered gruffly, that he 
kne'a' nothings about it, how should he '-' 
and was about driving on, when 1 agaitt 
stopped him. — ‘ Well, my man, the loss 
shall be yours as well as ours. — I did in- 
tend to give you eight shillings at the entl 
of the journey., considering that you have 
had some trouble with my child, but not 
one six[)ence oi‘ mine sliall you see, unless 
you j)roduce my Madeira.’ This was 
quite another thing, — ^-^co^ichy now bc- 
caiTse AierAycivii, said he was two miles oh 
th'e road, and tnough he w as very sorry 
that I was scrvcit such a trick, hoped I 
w'ould not saddle him,, witbnlhe loss, as 
protested he had nothing to do witii 
it. — -.HawevGi', I continued firm, and af- 
ter some demur, he sent a la-d ^k)m the top 
of the C 0 »rh back to the inn for my bottle. 
The outskle gentry began to grumble 
at the delay,' and petitioned me to sulfer 
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.he V'ehicle to proceed. I ans^veretl' ‘ set- 
tle it with the, coachman, he knows my 
determination — no wine, no,money.’ — 
We waited about ’three-cpiarters .of^ait 
hour, wUen the lad returned, and brouglit 
hack my own bottle* untouched. — And 
now a fresh bone of contention arose — 
the lad held the bottle at bay, protesting 
he would not yicld*it up, unless I gave him 
two shillings for his trouble :* — ’ Not one 
penny, my lild,’ said I. The little wretch 
was exceedingly irtsolenj, but* I just re- 
peated, ‘ settle it wkh the coachman ; 
no win®, no monet and, as much time 
had been lost, he^was happy to get*oflP jo 
well. The bottle was handed in, and the 
impudent varlet revenged himself by call- 
ing me name?), whfch fie was welcome to 
do, — l§t those laugh that win; so we 
opened our wine and e^njoyed*t mol'e, Jier- 
haps, from fhe trouble we had about it.” 

The party laughed Jieartily'at the 
Colonel’s management, and tlt’ey soon 
retired to res*t. 
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Sofnj? dajis were employed in showing 
the fine country. The ladies amused 
themselvest with the child, who throve to 
his father’s wioh ; and the Colonel passed 
much of his time in the library with 
Mr. Trevillyan, whbm he told, that hav- 
ing made him joint guardian with Mr. 
Fanshaw to his son, he thought he should 
also make them his executors : — - that he 
once thought of giving Colonel Danvers 
that office, but considering him not so 
hale a man as ^ himself, and thinking 
young men more ploper for the business, 
he had selected them, 'fie wishedito place 
all things plainly before them, to save 
future trouble. He then entered into 
his own affairs, and Mr. Trevillyan was 
greatly surprised to find him possessed of 
large sums, upon which the interest had 
bee,n allowed to actjumulate, until it had 
doubled the principal. ' This was his own 
private *Tortune, — of that appropriated 
to charify he tvas silent: — it was time 
enough to talk of what w as plain sailing. 
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><;eing his boy just at this tnomeift car- 
iied before the^windows, he said, “ that 
y^ung rascal has already co.^ me more 
than ever I expended upon my ov^n liv- 
ing any ^hree years of my life — wounds 
and all ; — indeed they never cost me 
much. — And now I think of it, I’ll tell 
you how I managed once. 

“ Manyyeaftj a^o I fell from a scaling 
ladder, and broke both rfty shin?; but my 
heart and spitit were too much engagedin 
the operations to ndnd trifles. • I had no 
time for two da^s to take off my clothes: — 
ho wove?, at the eM of these I could scale 
no more. I sent for the military* surgerjn 
and bid him 'patch ’em 'up now ; and, if 
necessary, he should have the pleasure 
• ©f attending Ihepi properly, when I had 
more tyne upon ray hands. The block- 
head chose to reverse th^ ordhr, '^for 
which, had’ W\jelorjged to Frederic, he 
would have been shot, and well* "he de- 
served it too: — sohe laid open th^wounds. 
The consequ&noe was, I hkd the movtif ■ 
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catioE efbeirig sent liome as useless, wJieii 
I would have compromised the future loss 
of a leg to liave stayed. 

“ Wlien I cjrrived in London, 1 deter- 
mined to have nothing more tq do with 
military rogues who w ould not obey or- 
ders, so I sent for the celebrated Mr. 
Cline. Now I well knevr that these pro- 
fessional gentlemen never. take fees from 
soldiers ; but I ‘w'anted to be soon well 
and eiii^jjled to return to my duty, and 
therefore | washed to engage his particular 
attention, — so I thought of a stratagem. 

M’hen he came, I»*sh6wed him both 
my lf"gS', he looked vCry blank — said 
it was a bad job, and so on. I told 
him they were not half so bad as he 
thought, and asked bim which was the 
worst ; he answered the right.^ Very 
well, suid I; then you take the jpft, and 
I’ll take this; and I’lh Ihy !}'ou a wager 
of a pi6ce of ^plate, of the value ol' 
fifteen gviineas, that I cure my leg first ; 
only riiind, if I, lose, yog, shall cure it for 
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me. — jye laughed, but vefy good-hu- 
mouredly took the bet. He went a round- 
about way to work, but was yery atteii- 
'tive, and dressed it regularly evei^ day. 
1 left ii^ne to nature, wasliing it as I 
used to do with my* soldiers, when no 
better assistance was within reach; but I 
never reported progress to Mr. Cline. 

“ ‘ Well,’ said *J, one day, ‘ when do 
you think you will let 'in e join* my. regi- 
ment.’’ 

Oh!’ said he, laughing, ‘.very soon. 
I and. my leg are g4)ing or< very well, 
and I’gi sure *ot*2ay mger. — My wife 
desires it may a set of cgg<:u{T.s and 
Stands.’ — Mtjanwhile I»was taking off my 
stocking, and just as* he had finished his 
, e^g-stand, Hpopped n*!y leg to his view, 
nearly skinned over. He seemed mud* 
surprisqjl, and equally amus'&d ; Ti.nck de- 
clared, he hid ’seldom met with any one, 
whose blood was in so, good JiVtate as 
mine ; — that when first he saw^my legs, 
iie absolutel)»feg,red a mortification?— But 
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to return to my boy, — you have .some 
guess what he will possess when he comes 
of age. I might make him richer, but 1 
think it very unjust -to give the eldest 
son all, and -make the younger children 
beggars. — Nowifycur eldest born should 
be a daughter ” 

“ A daughter !’* hastily interrupted 
Mr. Tre\ illyan, who had never calculated 
.such ^ possibilitvv “ a daughter !” 

The Qolonel, who did not at all enter 
into his feelings, began to suppose he 
did not like the prc^osal he was making, 
but his host soQn utMieceived him, by 
declai'ing, he should be miserable if such 
a disappointment* was in store for him ; 
but that if he had a daughter, he should 
gladly unite her to-hisfheir. « 

“ Fair and softly,” said the veteran, 
“ if. your eldest is not a female, perhaps 
Fanshaw’s may j arid -which'ever of you 
have the first girl, to her I commend 
my son ;iprovided always, that the young 
people; when they come ofiage, choose 
1 1 
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to ratify our preliminaries. ’ I ap]^ro\ e 
good' discipline in families in every sub- 
ject but matritnony. A j^arent has, I 
tlnnk, a right to brCi^k off a m!itch, or to 
recommend one, but not farther.” • 

We offen find thos^«\vho wei’e brought 
up themselves with the greatest indul- 
gence, are the most arbitrary when tiiey 
come to have^ fapiilies. of their own. 
Mr. Trevlllyan did not .^cquiesce in the 
Colonel’s observation, but they joined th.e 
ladies in good-humour. 

Thepr had some invitations to dine out 
in the neighboifrliqod, and Mr. TrcMl- 
lyan’s servants thinking themselves^ a»id 
their master gomowhat ^ scandalized, b*"' 
the extraordinary dress nnd appearance 
of, the ColoneJ, toqk e,very opportunity 
of apologising for it in the servants’ halls 
where they visited ; here the,y asserted, 
that he was.on# of’ the richest mcn*in 
the kingdom, wisely* judging, tp^i. that 
was a salve and excuse for everj^ ecoen- 
tricity. 
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rii.c report was soon spread, lie wa,;- 
an early riser, and generally took a stroll 
before breakfast. 

Many were the sp,eculations made on 
his purse. All the neighbouring poor 
contemplated an ).^}ttack upoil it, and 
numbers way-laid him in his morning 
rambles. 

Fabricated tales of, distress met him 
* ♦' 

on all sidgs. >;3ol(,liers’ widows, — soldiers’ 
children, — soldiers’ wives, — one would 
Lave supposed the whole country to have 
been stocked w idi military men only. 

He was not deterre^d, by the numerous 
impositions he detected, from investigat- 
‘ing the truth of’ others. ,It was quite 
amusing to observe the penetration and 
sagacity he discovered in qross-questio^n- 
'ing all the supplicants : those few that 
he .foqnd rfi-ally deserving, he liberally 
relieved; but no jirkyers could extort a 
sixpeng/i for those w'ho had once attempt- 
ed fjo dQjceive him. 

Finding 'the tirst story w’ould not lio, 
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the salne ’people dressed qiit another ; 
and prepared tliemselves for examin- 
ation : but, however alteret^ the dress, 
however changed the voice, he always 
knew thfm again. 

He never raentioabd at the Hall the 
adventures of the morning’s walk, until 
once, with a smile of great exultation, 
he put a letter ^nto "Mr. Trevillyan’s 
hand, as he sat down to breakfast ; ‘I You 
know something,” said he, “ o^ Charles 
Reynolds. I must tell you, that I met 
a young woman, twu mornings *ago, in 
great distress ; sfes told me, her father 
lay very ill, and«that they were-tocTpo^jr 
to get advice for him» I went imme- 
diately home with her, and found she 
.had not exaggerated Ms danger, or their 
poverty^ 1 went to the poor man’s bed ; 
I thougljt I recollected his features :*,he 
soon recognised* me, and told me he was 
the orderly servant of Ch^irles Re^fiolds’s 
father, and had attended him irP all* his 
campaigns. 

VOL. n. 
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“ The repcontre seemed to rouse hinj ; 
he grasped my hand as an old friend, 
and, whei^ a little calm, he told me that 
Charles had sent him a present every 
year, while* under my protection j but 
that he had heard"'his young master had 
disobliged me, and that he knew then 
his resources must be cut off. 

“ ‘ I became Very ill,’, added the old 
man, and ‘ my pension could not support 
myself , and five children r the eldest, 
indeed, is in service, and was returning 
this morning whpn you met her, from 
biitiging us her wages# ~ poor thing ! 

“'‘ Ideft Portsmouth; and came to my 
own parish for relief I was telling the 
barber, who sometimes comes in to chat 
with me, that if Hcnew where Mr. Charles 
Reynolds was, 1 was sure lie would assist 
me if he could. He said, he thought 
he had seen that"^name' in' an old news- 
paper,'' which was" folded round some 
parcel Sit home. The next day he brought 
it, ah'd I read the marriage of the Rev. 
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iJiiarjes Reynolds, rector of . I was 

afraid this could not be mj young mas- 
ter ; however, I had a letter S£%it to him, 
and I may, perhaps, have- an aflswer 
to-morrow.’ 

“ I was anxious to learn,” continued 
the Colonel, “ how fortune and my 
young friend agreed ; apd while I am 
delighted. with ’his letter^ I cannot help 
reproaching myself^ for withdrawing from 
him the meafts, when he so amply pos- 
sessed the heart, to do g(^d. , But I did 
not know how jyjciiabletie was, and I was 
a fool f«r not distinguishing him ^om 
the rest. The letter ran thus : — 

“ My poor Gordop, J have repeat- 
edly written to you at Portsmouth, but 
receiving no answer* I requested a friend 
to make •enquiries after you ^ but they 
were ineffectual,^ — -nothing could Be 
learnt of you.* I am very sorry to. hear 
of your misfortunes, and Shall try, to get 
you a cottage in my own parish, as foon 
as you can be tenaoved. I* send you fiva 

E % 
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pounds for •present use ; it is all we have 
in the house, and I would not lose a 
post. You think wrong of my bene- 
factor ; it is -to him I owe every good I 
have. Pray write word how- you arc, 
and get good advice : you shall liave 
another supply shortly. Believe me, your 
sincere friend, 

* 4 

Charles Revnolds.’ ” 
Mr. Trevillyan had not the same toned 
disposition with the Colon'el ; indeed, in 
many, points, they were totally discor- 
dant : yet, thougii he did not enter into 
the spirit of the lett§f and circumstance, 
.•as the** veteran expected, he could not 
help expressing his satisfaction at Mr, 
Reynolds’s conduct. 
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CHAP. VI. 


She if my gooda, my chattel*. 

Taming of the Shrew, 


iJotmiisions. • — ^imrels, — Elopennentt, 

After a visit of nearly six wCeks, the 
Desburghs lelt Eldringjon. ‘Mrs. Tre- 
villyan was mpre pleased than she ex- 
pected .with the iMies:* Mrs. Desburgh, 
to be sure, wSS ^ not the fondest m#-! 
ther ; yet tKere was Nothing very ne- 
gligent either towards her child or her 
hlisbaud. Bo'th thd ladles were much ad-, 
mired jn the neighbourhood, and ap- 
peared *ve!l pleased ^ith the styTe fliey 
lived in, and*the attention they received. 

At Bath, which was the Colonel’g fa- 
vorite place of residence, they Tound 
Sir John an<f Lady Neerdowel and MfS. 

• E 3 . 
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Langton, — -a conjunction that boded the 
Colonel no good ; but he determined to 
keep them- and his wife as much asunder 
as possible : and as he* bore no great good- 
wilT to Eliza, wliom he consi^jered to 
be the link of uniovi between these par- 
ties, he gave her no invitation to stay 
with them ; so she reluctantly returned 
to Mrs. Reynolds, although a country- 
resid/jnce*, particularly in the family of a 
conscierrtious good clergyman, was by no 
means to her taste in the depth of wiqter j 
— but there was no alternative. 


The winter passed j — Mrs. Desburgh 
made* many morning vi#ts to the Neer- 
dowels : she tried hard to 'extend them 


to the evening ; but a decided negative 
always followed these attempts. Towards 
*the spring, however, these visits were 
daily repeated, and, gradually, the whole 
morning was devoted to them, to the 
total neglect of himself and his child. The 
Colonel ‘'signified his disapprobation ; but 
finding this had no weight, %e issued his 
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commaixls, which he expected would be 
as sacred as those of the Medea and Per- 
sians, that she should break ftfF that ac- 
quaintance. Mrs. l^esburgh declaiie^she 
would do no such thing and, moreover, 

— she would go there as often as she 
pleased, — she would be kept in leading- 
strings no longer. 

Opposition id ways nettled the Colonel, 

— he swore he would take hhr away: 
she ran up htairs. and soon came down 
again, with her walking dress* on. The 
Colonel was fujious ; •— “ Madam,” said 
he, “ go at your ’’peril*!” and his voice 
intimated that his resolution waSi taken* , 

The lady hesitated, — ^he dared not pro- 
voke him ; yet she hated the degradation 
‘ oP quietly submitting? Much did she^ 
wish for her sister Eliza to assist her in 
evading the tyrannous mandat^; *l)ut 
she wanted no auxiliary : her intriguing 
disposition was fertile enough in’ expe- 
dients. She wrote to the party, fo say she 
was not peiftmitted to vMt them that 
, e»4 
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morning ; but it should go hard if' she did 
not find means' to cheat the “ Old One,” 
and see them at night. 

The Colonel, and His family generally 
retired to bed at ten o’clock, and so it 
happened this night" She had prepared 
her dress ; and the moment she was loudly 
assured by his own mouth, or perhaps 
nose, and probably by the assistance of 
’ both, ‘that he'was’ sound asleep, she rose 
and put ^t on ; and by the cftiiuivarice of 
the nurse, - who ijlept in the next reom, 
put herself into a ciiair, which soon con- 
veyed her to her frfe’nds, who'-had a 
jh<»arty feugh at her ^mgenuity. She 
stayed a coupl^* of hours, and then 
returned, and quietly took her place 
unobserved j con^atililating herself on 
the success of her scheme. 

Thi# went on fof some time. -SShe ac- 
companied the party to the* card-rooms, 
and wherever they could take her. 

The Colonel was a hale man, who 

t 

generally went <to bed satssflfed with him- 
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self and those around him; His* sense 
of hearing wafi not very acute j and he 
slept soundly, nor awoke tilf day-light. 
He contemplated the apparent obedignce 
of his \wfe with great complacency, and 
began to consider how he should reward it. 
Slie cheerfully submitted to his hours,— 
iiuleed, often anticipated his wish, by 
herself pioposihg to retire. 

Such suavity of temper was beyond his 
expectation, *and it came homS* to his 
benevolent heart. He ^'ent t<7 hi^s attor- 
ney, ^nd desijipd hiifi to draw out a 
rough <»py of a wdicil "for him the next 
day, — giving her ^a large sum ot^er and, 
above her jointure ; and'^ie went to sleep 
that night in unusual good-humour. 

• * Sophy rose, and went out, as usual. 
Most unfortunately, the boy, '^ho never 
before had knot^n an j;iour of** serious "ill- 
ness, was suddenly seized with convulsions. 
The, nurse called up the other servant, 
and instantly sent for medical advice; 
but the child grew wors^, and cried 
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lustily; and, for a wonder, the* Colonel 
awoke. Not finding his wife by his side, 
he hastily ?ose ; and, wrapped up in a«’ 
old i&ilitary dressing-gown and slippers, 
he went to the nursery. The physician 
was there ; and in the contemplation of 
his suffering infant, he tor a moment for- 
got his wife. Soon, however, the child 
was rather more composed, ^and the 
doctor desired it might be immediately 
suckled. 

The. Colonel -now turned to look for 
his wife. The nufie trembled : — she was 
the accessary, And h'er character was at 
utake. "She desired the servant to call 
her, for that she was down stairs. She 
had before told her where she was, and 
they had been anxiously watching for* 
her. But the Colonel seemed to have a 
ntw idea suddenly burst upon him ; and 
he said he would go himself to seek her. 
His search, as* we know, was fruitless. 
He returned to the nursery, and ques- 
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tioned the nurse so ably, tuat she gave 
him all the information she possessed. 

, It was now past one o’clock .-he re- 
quested the raedicafl man Y®uld stqy with 
the chil^ till he returned ; *and theiC ar- 
rayed as we have deficribed him, with the 
only addition of a worsted night-cap, he 
gave himself to the night-air and the 
streets of’ Batin * He soon encountered 
the watch, who, fearing he was -some 
maniac broke loose from his «keeper8, 
stopt him, and asked a fewt questions 
very civilly. Our fawurite (for we have 
labour(id in vain* if’ we have not assisted 
him to the favolUr of our readers j ga^e 
such sane anSwers, that* he let him pass. 

He went to Sir John Neerdowel’s, which 
ii^aB brilliant^' lighted'up, and rapped at 
at the 4oor. The servants were carousing 
down ^airs, and, not exp^Aing more 
company at* that hour, sent up a scrub 
of a boy to open it. The Colonol'bolted 
in, ‘regardless of the exclamation of the 
boy, who had pever befqr® seen shell an 
e»6 
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object, and made his way up staiis to 
the room, where there was a numerous 
company. Upon his appearance, the 

ladies instantly began screaming, — and 

$ 

certainly they had never screamof at any 
thing so very extraordinary ; — the gen- 
tlemen set up a loud laugh ; and some, 
supposing it a person dressed out for fun 
and surprise, clapped their hands, and 
swore it was inimitably done ! — got up to 
admiratii^n ! 

The Colonel regarded neither the 
scream, the laugh, or the encomium. 
His little sunken eye carefully skimmed 
r^und the room, and observing his wife at 
the loo-table, close to Sir JohnNeerdowel, 
he instantly made up to her, — . the com- 
pany giving way to him, as if they feared 
the contact of an apparition, l^ost of 
the^' party ' had risen at his entrance ; 
but Sophy sat still, hoping .to be unob- 
served'. 

“ Madaip,” said he, when he got near 
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her, and in a loud, firm voice, “ be pleased 
to walk this w^y.” 

, She lookpd to Sir John foi* protection, 
evidently expecting he would dcfeudjier: 
but he bad no such intention, and slunk 
away, as if frighten*ed out of his senses. 
Finding she reiied upon a broken reed, 
and that the rest of the gentlemen filed 
off by the exacpple of their host, she rose, 
and reluctantly prepared to fbllowhira, ' 
to the extreme i musement of ^he com- 
pany. When the Colonel reached the, 
dooi\ he stood till liis wife bad passed, 
and then turned* round, and singling 
out Sir John, balled out, “ Despicatde^ 
wretch ! — ybu shall hbar from me- early 
enough to-morrow morning.’* 

Sir John Neerdtiwel’s virtues consisted 
chiefly in his fascinating manners, and 
his pecsonal ^race:^he had!*alst> gyeat 
conversational powers. But for the organ 
of courage, as Dr. Spurzheiirf ’ would 
say, he had only that share pf "it which 
dared to dowrpng. Of personal courage 
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he had not a grain ; — so he suffered poor 
Mrs. Desburgh to be led off by her irri- 
tated spousr. 

The, whole company had been exceed- 
ingly interested in the scene;,, and so 
silent, that not a wbVd was lost ; but as 
soon as the door was 'shut after this 
happy couple, every one was anxious to 
give their opinion of it. ■ Most people, 
who knew h6r, liked Lady Neerdowel, 
and condemned Sir John for his devotion 
.to other women, and every one had their 
own conjectures. . • 

Meanwhile, Colonel arid Mrs. Desburgh 
fciad a'silent walk home;’ when there, he 
took her to the bfed-side of Her suffering 
infant, who lay pale and much changed 
since she left him ; the physician still iff . 
attendance. Such a scene he thought 
must’awake'h her to repentance ;-Trand if 
it had done so, no doubt hist benevolent 
iodulg^iice would have been extended. 
He Wtdhed her countenance for some 
return of maternal tenderness,— in vain. 



MATRIMONIAL FELICITJE8. 87 

Rage, disappointment, and despair, had 
entire possession of her features. — 
V Unfeeling woman,” said fie, “ is it 
possible you can see your child in this 
dreadful* state with indifference ? — Oh, 
God ! is it indeed true, that I have been 
all this time cherishing a creature who is 
devoid of the commonest virtue of the 

I • 

meanest.reptile in existence ? Oh, direct 
me in this hour of trial 

The physician, judging by hw*appear- 
anc» and dress, had reg^irded him at first 
as some old doting fool, who was well 
requited for manning ‘Such a girl ; and 
was much disposed to view the whole 
incident as one from ‘which he could 
extract great amusement for himseltj 

and a fund’ of entertainment for his 

• 

hypochondriac patients : for we believe 
many medical gent)e|nen are^awarej'that 
they do much more service to their 
patients by diverting their ide!ls from 
their own complaints, than ♦by"' any me- 
dicines they administer !•— hence the 
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eager desire of news, and the- greedi- 
ness of anecdote, often detected in our 
modern physician. But Dr. Bardsley 
was a- man of sense’ and discernment ; 
and soon discovered, through altdiis agi- 
tation, his benevolence and his worth. 

They watched together an hour, when 
the poor child was quieted and soothed 
to sleep ; and having giveii proper direc- 
tions for his 'being fed, wisely judging 
the mofl^er was in no state’ to fiurse it, 
.and promising to see him early next day, 
he took his leave. 

When the Colonel And his wife were 
, left albme, they regarded each other with 
equal dread : she had been trying to 
work herself up to a proper spirit, while 
he had watched over ■ the child. — 
A sad scene followed: — she tore off her 
fine tlb’thes ; and, to. do her just'te, no 
lady educated at Billingsgate could have 
been mo're liberal of abuse. 

The CS)loael was cool and determined : 
he retorted noite of her abui^ ; but very 
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decidedly told her he should carr^ her 
to a small estate he had in North-Wales, 
wliere the goats would teath her a 
lesson of kindness for her, offspring. — 
She declared, with great vfolence, that 
she would not go— ^no power on earth 
should make her.* He calmly answered, 
that she had better employ herself in 
packing Ijer clothes, than in vain opposi- 
tion ; for that they should s6t out, it‘ he 
lived, the next evening. 

“ What!” said she furiously,." do yori 
think *1 married such an old miser as you, 
to be shut up in a Welsh* castle ? — I have 
been immured Ibng enough, I 'prdmis^ 
you.” ' " • 

" Pray then, madam,” said the Colo- 
nel, “ what^did yoti marry me for ?” 

Marry you for f — Why, for a carriage, 
balls, reuts, pl^s,— m shorff to^sttyid 
between m^*and thf gaol-door. Could 
you ever suppose I would marry j6a for 
love ? You /” added she, as^ shfe scorn- 
fully pointed*ber finger at, him. 
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Any other man would have sworn at 
her ; but her^violence absolutely alarmed 
him for her senses. 

“ And now,” saidvhe fury, “ that I am 
about it, I’li tell you much more.” 

“No, no,” said 'the Colonel, inter- 
rupting her, “ I have heard enough.” 

“ But you shall hear it” said she, 
raised to the highest pltchof passion ; “ I 
will have- what revenge is in my pow'er.” 

“ Olv,', hush Sophy, hush,— for tlie love 
of Heavep, stop ; — do not let me jqurse 
you ; if you have no regard for me, for- 
get not your innpceni 'cHild, noi; brand 
its mother with infamy,” said the poor 
old man, fearful, and api>rchensive ol’ 
what was to com’e. ' 

“ Th^t child,” Said .the wretch, with' a. 
‘laugh, that made all those wdio Jieard it 
shudder, ()Jind the servants toolvcare to 
be listeners,) “ that boy,— th'at in%nt that 
you (feat upon ^with so much fondness, 
is — none ^f your’s.” 

Colbnel Dechurgh gasged for breath ; 
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and, for.some moments, he seemedr as if 
stunned by a sudden fall — totally devoid 
of recollection ; but he soonirecovered, 
and said, with painful emotion, 

“ Yoi^^have now, Sophy, jfbt the fiiTish- 
ing stroke to all in ter c'otirse between us; — 
and possibly you? conduct will to-morrow 
rid you of a man, who married you from 
compassion;-— .•na;f, start not; I will be 
heard in my turn. — Your character was 
lost — gone 1 was the only idiot who 
woul^ not believe the scandidous tale. 
And had it not been itpr me, you* would 
have b^en branded with that infamy 
which you have ‘now again dravoitipon 
yourself. — After I had offered myself to 
you, I closely watchdd your conduct ; — 
.♦^Iffere was mufth that I "did not like ; and 
had it not been for your extreme atten- 
tion to«me, and your assurarftes -jofi re- 
gard — you^. apprehensions, even when 
I hinted any thing like.breakingMsff the 
match, I never had become ^yoar hus- 
band. — You* sifter marked the alteration 
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in my conduct : — I consulted her about 
you, and she said so much in your be~ 
half, that »! determined to persevere. — 
Yet she did not hide,' at that time, that 
a st'rong rein was necessary ; aq/i I have 
done all I could" to keep you within 
bounds : — upon your nwn headj there- 
fore, be your trani^ressions. Yet, how- 
ever hardened, howeVer dissipated you 
may mow be, there surely will come a 
time when the compunctious visitation 
of nature will assail you ; in those dread- 
ful moments, be .it your consolation to 
remember, that I pity — and,” added 
^he witb-great agitation, forgive you ; — 
and may the Alraigfity iliake your re- 
pentance the price of your pardon.” 

The Colonel then ieft the lady to the • 
* benefit of her own reflections ; but these 
nobboing'Very much to her satisfaction, 
she amused herself in packing up her 
cloth^sj deciding, at all events, that it 
was impos^ble for her to stay longer at 
Bath," to be pointed at by evory passenger. 
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Her husband, meanwhile, settled jQl his 
afl&irs, wrote a letter to Mr. Trevillyan, 
and another to Mr. Reynold!, and Mr. 
Fanshaw, and a cKallenge to Sir John, 
desiring**he would meet him at twelve 
o’clock, at a particular spot. 

After all the§e worldly affairs were 
settled, he sunk down upon his knees, 
besought the "Almighty to pardon his 
sins, (there were few who had p'assed one 
third of his hge with so many active vir- 
tues/* and so very few; transgressions,) 
and fervently ^implored forgiveness for 
his offending wife. ' Possibly he was now 
about to coramit*the only heinoui^' oftenc^ 
of his virtuous life ; bu^he was a soldier, 
and the military code of honour differs 
' from the moral ohe. Certain it is, he, 
now considered the event as a soldier, 
not as a divine j — ai^ inevitable "^8!nse- 
quence of the occurcences of the preced- 
ing; evening. 

He then went to an attorney, and 
made «ome little alteration* of his will, in 



9't 


THE VETERAN J OK, 


favour of Charles Reynolds; and then 
called upon General Danvers, who had 
not yet riibn. However, he went to h,’s 
bed-s/de, and acquainted him with what 
had happened, and requested ke would 
be his second, and send the challenge to 
Sir John. The General’rose instantly : — 
be was much concerned that his friend 
should risk his life for‘sudh a “jade of a 
wonfan but fiiere was no help for it. 
He safu he would wait upon Sir John 
himself, and woidd meet him at the.place 
appointed, and send hitn a note in the 
mean time. 

•- Tfie "Colonel, fearing again to trust 
himself with his wife, lest she should dis- 
tract the resignation of his mind, in what 
might very possioly be the, last hours 
his existence, again went back, to the 
atttMey’s, took sqme r^freshmcait, and 
stayed there till it was near the time for 
hfe'^SJftting off. ‘He wondered he had no 
note from libe Generd; but coochid^ he 
shotM meet Him at the rendezvous. 
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Thegrpimd was unoccupied. He waited 
an hour, perhaps the longest he had ever 
passed, pulled out his watch, add marked 
the minutes as they* went, and enr^illed 
themselv|is with that measure of time 
which had gone by,’ never again to be 
recalled. There ’was something of awe 
rising in his mind, as he raised his eyes 
to Heaven, and thought how near he 
was to the end of his ejtrthly race. 
He had full leisure to indulge tlife feel- 
ing. Jle sat down, ^nd^ insensibly the 
question of what right he had wan- 
tonly to, dispose his .own, or of an- 
other’s life, rose* in judgment against - 
him ; and, frodi this moiftent of deep re- 
flection he discarded ’ the military and 
adopted the Kvine \;ode of honour. 

Yet, reader, we do not say that he was 
so perfeqf; a convert, that hadf^ Sir IMbfi 
Neerdowei fftesented, himself and his 
pistols, at that moment, he woaldHfesr^ 
hesitaled to engage them j bAt ftidtily 
for his virtwe, it yas not p«t to the test.^ 
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His* antagbnist came not, sent not, nor 
was there any appearance of General 
Danvers.t 

A,fter waiting two full hours, our hero 
returned to town, and immedi£j,tely called 
upon that gentl'etnan. Great was his 
surprise, to see him quietly playing at 
chess. He informed him that he had 
gone out even befoie bis own breakfast 
tc deliver the thallenge ; that^ upon his 
enqumng for Sir John Neerdowel, he 
was informed that he had left Bath that 
morning suddenjy, "-r-no doubt to avoid 
the duel ; — from ^tn‘ce he ^d gone 
hoi’ae.and sentaseryanC with a note to him, 
which he was Kiuch surprised he had not 
received. The Colonel now for the first 
time recollected that he' had left no di- 
rection where to find himi j and that he 
jpss^ at the house of the a;;tornqy. 

After having bestowed * many honour- 
epithets, upon the magnanimous 
l^ir Joh|. (never recollecting that he 
might be vjsited by thp same reflec- 
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lions as Colonel Desburgh, and possibly 
quitted the field upon conscientious mo- 
tives of dreading to take the Jife of an- 
other) they separated. ^ 

The Colonel went home ‘to his bfoy, 
and to settle afiairs relative to the future 
establishment of his wife. Here, however, 
another shock awaited him : he observed 
the dismayed couatenadces of his ser- 
vants, and eagerly enquired fi:>r his child, 
— he was welj, — the physician had pro- 
nounced him out of danger. I#e asked 
no more, but proceedeilJ. up stairs, ^ the 
rooms were vaclMKt^ — h^s wife was not 
there. He opened her drawers, diey 
were empty : he thgn made no doubt she 
had eloped with Sir John*. 

^ \3pon enquiry, \\e, tonud tlnat a porter 
had been sent for her trunks, and that 
no message was left for him. boradibe 

loss with great composure ; . indeed,' had 
be only regarded himselfi. he musi/dtaiK& 
found it a relief } but he was sl|odted at 
her depravity. 

VOL. II. r. 
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He had iiad a night and a day of con- 
tinued agitation ; and though a strong 
man, he vwas rather an aged Hercules. 
He therefore took an early supper, kissed 
hi^ child, ahd went to sleep with him in 
his arms. 

The next day the boy was quite re- 
covered, and returned his father’s caresses 
with crows of deliglvt : be took, his food 
readily>> nor seemed at all to 'pine after 
his u^atural mother. , 

General Danvers called, and insisted 
upon*hi8 dining ,with him ; and in talk- 
ing over old camjjaighs and youthful 
fiolicsb the Colonel lost much of the re- 
collection of his present evils. 

The second 'day brought a letter from 
Mr. Trevillyan, 'expressing his regret<and 
sympathy, but excusing hjs personal at- 
te»danc&| which was impossible in the 
present situationof hisVifc, whose unfpr- 
^yuCate illness,, during the last time he left 
iier, thadl given him so much disapfpoint- 
meht and uneasiness. 

Mr. Fanshaw .did not write, and 



MA'l'RIMONIAL FELICITIES. 99 

tlie Colonel* was beginning to think' him 
negligent, when he, accompanied by 
Charles Reynolds, burst into »his room. 
The latter exclaimed, “ Thank God, you 
are safe !” he was heartily glftd to red^ive 
them, and welcomed them affectionately. 

After much consideration, it was set- 
tled that the Colonel should return with 
Mr. Reynolds. At "first the good old man 
declined fliis, thinking hia presence would 
be a reproach to Mrs. Reynolds, > but a 
most jiffectionate letter written by her 
after her husband’s dgp*arture, assuring 
him th^t she tfeprficate^J the depr^ty 
of her sister, and earnestly requesting ^ 
his presence wfth tflera, when herself and 
her dear Charles would hse every efibrt 
jn» their powev for. his ‘comfort the 

welfare of tlie dear child, determined 
him to i^ccept it. Tears 02 " affection 
.«ame into the. eyes of the veteran at t^ 
friendship he received,— ^br of gra tilpdfe 
he allowed no one fo talk to fiim. He 
paid off his lodgings ' and ^servants, *|ind 

F ? 
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accompaniM Mr. Reynolds into Glou- 
cestershire. 

MeanWViile Mr. Fanshaw visited Lady 
Neerdowel, who was just about writing 
her father an account of her .desertion, 
which she had omitted doing before, as 
she hourly expected his return, for he 
had gone without her knowledge, and she 
did not suppose he meant to lea\’e her. 

In the coifrse of conversation, he 
learnWhat evei*y letter she had written 
or received was subject to the inspection 
of Sir John ; that she was well convinced 
many had been sif})|rressed j that she 
had* been very uneaSy at not hearing 
from home ; aifd ha^ on^e taken an op- 
portunity of writing, during the absence 
of Sir John and Mrsj Lan^ton. To this^ 
however, she received no answer; and 
tha't time she was never left alone, 
unless Argusson, Ijis valet,‘was in attend - 
and she was generally obliged to 
make* ovte in all their evening parties, 
^and was frequently checked at their 
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levity of - conversation, and more parti- 
cularly so at that part of it. addressed to 
herself; which appeared by ho means 
unpleasing to Sir John, who laughed at 
her ignorance of the world, and assured 
her there was nothing meant. On one 
occasion, she absolutely suspected that 
he connived at, and gave opportunities 
for, a grogs misftoniuct of a friend of his 
with her ; and from this moment she de- 
termined firrdly lo refuse accompanying 
thenii* 

Mrs. Langton iiad left the house ^im- 
mediately after ^ii* John ; at first she 
supposed they had gone off togetlier; . 
but the lady had that morning paid her 
a visit, and accused him of having 
swmdled hei; out*of*a large sum of 
money, and then told her of Mrs. Des- 
burgh’s ftlopemegt — np doubt witlrii^r 
husband; for their attachment had been 
well-known before her ‘marriage 
said she wondered she had ncJt seen the 
glaring improprieties passing between 
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them. Lady Neerdowel added, th.at the 
lady quite forgot her oim conduct in this 
way ; — that she told her that Sir John hi? d 
iha<?<r away ydth all her inoneyj and that 
she was a beggar. “ Indeed, sh,” added 
she, “ I have been fretting ever since. 
I had written many letters yesterday to 
Highgate ; but I found they would so 
distress my dear parents, that I burnt 
therh all. Your goodness, sir, to my sister 
makes "me hojie you will n6t leave me in 
this dreadful st?te.” 

He promised her he would not ; and 
6ven offered, If sh'e could be ready 
by the next morning, to accompany 
her to town, ^er heart bounded with 
joy at the idea of again seeing her 
friends, from whom she had often wislled 
she had never been separated. 

" Kt an early hour the next day they 
set off for town, and Mr. Fanshaw, during 
fffh "journey, entertained her with an ac- 
count of \;he scene between Mrs. Lang- 
.ton and her' sister; and'" she in return 
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amused him with the history of her Irish 
expedition, ^rs. Langton did not go 
there with the Baronet and herself. 

In Dublin, Lady Neerdowel was in- 
troduced* to Sir John’s brotfier, his three 
sisters, and his aunt, ‘all of whom paid 
her great attention; but she observed 
there was no cordiality between them 
and her husbimd : and once Mr. Neer- 
dowel (the brother) had questioned her 
very closely \ipon the subject of -her set- 
tlement, of which she was quite ignorant. 
They all appeared to aompassionate her ; 
but Sir John hot' feeling quite at his 
ease, they only ihade a short stay. * 
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CHAP. VII. 

And swore, with his own single hand 
He*d take us in. 

Cxpnbehnc. 

A Hoax. 

It was a beautifui day in June that oui' 
travellers arrived at Highgate, where the 
ifamily had been apprised of their ap- 
proach byLadyNeerdowel's letter. They 
had had many apprehensions upon her ac- 
, count ; not that any lack o£. correspond- 
ence had alarmed them, for Sir John had 
written often hint^elf. . They had sent 
them frequent invitations to Highgate, 
imu r*were at this time meditating to 
surprise them with a visit, when Lady 
NeerdowePs letter arrived. ' 
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They .received their child with open 
arms, and Mr., Fanshaw with many ex- 
picssions of gratitude. 

Mr. Barlow had, ever smce his» first 
suspicions of vSir John’s integrity, bitterly 
deprecated his own folly, which had 
allowed him, foF the sake of what his 
wife termed a grand alliance, to consent 
to marry his daughter to a man of whom 
he knew so little, and so much less of 
his circumstances : and, like many other 
people, glad to find otlmr shoulders to 
burthen with his own arrors, he had not 
unfrequcntly upb'raided l>er with forward- 
ing the match, from her foolish iove of. 

ostentation. 

# 

The poor woman felt too much and 
too severely/ the Unhappiness of het 
child to need any aggravation j and this 
frame o# mind, ^nd tlje experience*sl4e 
had, led her to think jnore favourably of 
Mr. Lacket, who was now admited ai^ 
the house; and although it waS only 
upon honour, Aiai he was<itothing more 
. F 5 
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than a mere visiting acquaintance, yei, 
insensibly, he became a constant guest, 
whenever the business of the office f.l- 
lowpd of his absence. 

Mr. Barlow observed liim 'iPiarrowly, 
and he rose daily in his estimation ; and 
he acknowledged, in his own mind, that 
this marriage was likely to turn out 
much more happily than the other. 

Our friend, Mrs. Samuel Barlow, hap- 
pened to be a visitor at’ Ilighgate at 
this time ; and she was by no means 
sorry to renew her acquaintance with 
Mr. Fanshaw. 

Ou/travellers^being somewhat fatigued 
with their journey, they retired early. 
Mr. Fanshaw, ere he went to rest, wrote 
his wife an account of all that happened. 

After breakfast next morning, he and 
Mr.'Barlow proceeded do bushtess : the 
latter proposed) that he should, in bis 
"daughter’s name, commence a suit against 
Sir , John j but when Lady Neerdowel 
<was consulted’, she could 'not be induced 
to consent to it;' she said, “she had 
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loved him, and could never be brought 
to appear in court against him.” 

• Mr. Fanshaw honoured her- for her 
higli notions of propriety, |ind wondered 
how, irpthe school she had been educated, 
she should have imbibed so much deli- 
cacy. Lucky, indeed, it had been for 
these girls, that ^ Miss Fenning’s reign 
was so .short,* — during it, they gave 
themselves up to her guidance, and 
copied her ‘manners ; but when her in- 
flues^ce ceased, they returned to their- 
natural good ^princijfles, and propriety 
of conduct. 

Mr. Fanshaw rjow proposed the unio,/' 
of his youngest daughter with Mr. 
Lacket, and said, that he had the pro- 
mise of a, plac5, with a pension of 
eight hundred a year for him, with cer- 
tain pfbspect lit' promotion. — Mr. Bar- 
low wished to postpone it for a fp’’ 
months longer, and so it was settled* " ^ 

After having arranged all thesp sub- 
jects much to *his satisfaction, Mr. Fsm- 
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shaw went into the drawing-room, wiiere 
he found Mrs; Samuel Barlow alone. Mr. 
Barlow went to town to fetch Mr. Lacket» 
to dine with his patron. . 

The lady of the house was •'closeted 
with her two daughters, hearing the ill- 
treatment her ladyship had received, 
and giving family anecdotes of what had 
occurred during her absence,:,, all of 
which were interesting subjects to them. 
Mrs. Samuel, however, was not averse 
• from a tetk-a-tite ^'\\\\ Mr. Fanshawv. 

“ Well, sir,” sa'Sd she, “ what a sad 

* ■' 

match this has turneti out ! — only for 
<o think of it, — here is twenty thousand 
good pounds thrown to the dogs. I 
always said what it would come to. 
,What pretensions had Jolin, Barlow t'o ■ 
look for one of the nobility to marry his 
daKgKter? I always said, I hoped my 
Sfjjky would marry «a gentleman, leave 
”high folk : however, they cannot 
rob hgr of her title, that is one thing she 
h§s got tor it j*— and her Son, if it is a 
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son, wilt be a Sir too ; and they tell me, 
that even if she was to divorce him, it is 
lier’s all the same, — once a lady, always 
a lady. 

“ NtHT, for 'a say so ; suppose she was 
to marry my son Ned, — and odder things 
have happened, — she would be Lady 
Ned Barlow. I declare I think it would 
sound vastly wfeU. 1 am sure we ought 
to get something to make up our loss by 
that Sir JohtiT.” 

Slnithen proceeded give’Mf. Fan- 
shaw the following histfery, which, tiiougli 
much more laughable in her own mode 
of telling it than ours, we fear our eJe- 
gant readers would be tired of her Ian- 
guage, and disgusted with her mutilation , 
of'their own tongut? ; but we beg to refer ' 
them to our preface, and when they find 
how great, how /ich, bow powerful," tltis 
family is at the present moment,^ we 
trust to their goodness in forgiving them'"’ 
tliat they ever moved in a lower sphere. 

She informedi him theft, that . heic 
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(laughter. Miss SukVy being rather '^puny 
like,” the apothecary had ordered country 
air j and that, therefore, they had taken.a 
hous,(?in the ,City*road, which was a very 
pleasant walk for the delectable Ned, 
who used to dine with them at five 
o’clock. 

One Saturday, they had just sat 
down to dinner, in Saturday’s proper 
costume ; that is, in dishabille them- 
selves, and a tahle-cloth which mourned 
for so^p. ' At the head of the taWe was 
a dish of bubblfe-and-squeak, — at the 
foot, a toad in the h61e. With this deli- 
’ cions "repast, our friends were regaling, 
while the music of Betty’s scrubbing-brush 
saluted their ears from the outside the 
room, when a thundering rap was heard 
at the street-door. Many were tfie con- 
jectures it occasioned. 

,v. “ Law !” says Ned, “ did ever any 
"Tjody see such a table-cloth ! I declare 
it is, quite beastly ; — I wonder you should 
.have such things. 
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“ Never mind the table-cloth,” re- 
turned the mother, “ who would have 
a clean table-cloth on a Saturday, J 
wonder ?” 

“ Ai>d then, Betty,” says Ned, “ she 
is as black as if she had been up the 
chimney.” 

“ Dear me, Ned,” returned she, “you 
are mighty nide all of a sudden, — you 
would never have remarked all this but 
for the knock ; but | wonder what Betty 
is about, that she don’t ygo.” 

Just then, Betty tlitust in her greasy 
face, snd said, La !• mistress, here’s 
Sir Marcus Somerby, — such a firle'man \ 
and he says he’s come from your newy. 
Sir John, and wants to speak with you 
• immediately,” 

“ Where the devil have you left the 
gentlethan?” said. Ned. 

“ I left him at the door, to be sure.” 
answered the girl : bilt just then .she 
saw the gentleman close at her he§]s, — 
and in he w^t» 
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Master Ned had advanced to meet 
him, and Mrs. Barlow was thinking what 
she should do to hide a very filthy aproq^, 
(for she had been assisting her only ser- 
vant, Betty, in the domestic .?irrange- 
ments of the house,) so she untied it, 
and dexterously contrixed to let it slip 
down to her feet, and then gave it a 
kick under the table. 

Sir Marcus Scnnerby, as she was pleased 
to call him •, (in reality, -Major Sem- 
ple Lisle,) was the most gentleipanly 
man in the world : — he had been the 
companion of princes \ liis manners were 
peculiarly graceful and easy 'j and his 
plausibility so grdat, that, unless prepared, 
it was next to tmpos."ibility to suspect 
him. 

Before such a man as this, our party 
feb- themselves nothing but h:s cour- 
teous demeanour sQon -reconciled them 
•to themselves. 

* Tiie name he chose to assume was that of the 
Idsh baronet, Sir Marcus Somerville. This, as well 
as most other stories in this book, is true. 
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“ 1 atH, Madam,” said he, “ Sir Mar- 
cus Somerville ;” — and he spoke it so 
qwick that they understood him. Marquis. 

Mrs. Barlow was ransacking hei train 
to 'know* how* to call a Marquis, — 
whether it should be. My Lord, or Your 
Grace j — but h5r apt son Ned spared 
her the trouble of much thinking : 
he held out his ‘hand, and said, “ he was 
very glad to see his Lordship’s Marqais.” 
She then took courage, and pointing to 
the table, said, “ Pray, ^ Sir Lord Mar- 
quis, won’t your (jrac* sit and peck a 
bit, — we have 1&‘ut"*just -begun.” 

Sir Marcus fouhd it impossible to^help 
smiling j but fie was nev^r off his guard : 
— he said, “ he had* left his carriage 
-a short distance off, not knowing the 
house ; that he was on his road to High- 
gate, to*dine wijth .Mr, Barlow, and h^d 
taken the opportunity of calling, to say 
he had left Sir John and Lady Neer- 
dowell quite well ; that he had dined 
with them th© day before Iac left Dublin ; 
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and that he had the pleasure to tell them, 
that he had. brought over two pieces of 
beautiful kufts for Mrs. Samuel, and soHj.e- 
thing very pfetty for Miss Suky.” 

Tne young lady, forgetting ‘her defer- 
ence for the great Marquis, in her anti- 
cipation of his fine present, clapped her 
hands, and jumped for joy. 

Mrs. Barlow exclaimed, “ I am very 
glad she'hav th'ought of her poor aunt. — 
My niece, Sir Marquis, was'always a good 
and generoiis girl, and very fond.,o’ me, 
poor 'thing! — And so your Grace have 
brought me some gotvnfis ! — are,, tliey io 
youl Jlordship’s pocket*? 

Sir Marcus, ^reat as wd‘s his self-conv 
mand, had never 'more difficulty to smo- 
ther a laugh. — *■' No, madam,” says he,- 
“they are not come to town yet, I expect 
them to-morrow j I never lose time upon 
the road, but travel as fast, as four post- 
trOTses can carry me, and leave one of my 
servants to take care of my baggage. — 
I hope to senji them toi-morrow evening. 
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o) Jiext iRorning. — - Madam,' ’ said'hc, 
with one of his most graceful bows, “ 1 
wish you good morning.” 

“ Sir Lord Marquis,” said Mrs.^ar- 
iow, “ 1,‘ihould have taken It very kind, 
if you had taken a moitthful with us.” 

“ Mother,” says Ned, “ the Marquis’s 
.[ .ordship will, perhaps, take a snack with 
us when he brings your gownds.” 

“ Very true, Ned ; of any day next 
week, if your Lordship’s Grace will just 
t ir; us^a bit of a line a dayortvjo before, 
tiuit we may have thingji in a little 6rder ; 
for ourJNed likSs haye things a little 
genteel ; and you’ll find, that though he* 
has been bretl up to ihe oil tradi^ lie 
knows what’s what. — Anil now I’m think- 
of that, h' youi' lordship’s custom is 
not engaged, we shall be very happy to 
serve y«u with the best sperm as canjbe 
burnt, and we would not mind the trou- 
ble of sending all the way to your hij^y e, 
to oblige your Grace ! 

Major Senjplp, alias Sii; Marcu^, in- 



116 


THE VETERAN ; OR, 


dulgied himSelfwith a laugh, and said he 
should be ver,y glad to employ them ; but 
he was in haste now, and would settle jt 
next time -he had the pleasure of seeing 
them. 

He was now leaving the room, and 
putting his hand in • his pocket, ex- 
claimed with great apparent discom- 
posure, — “I have done « a very careless 
thing ! — I was feeling for a trifle to give 
your servant ; when I find,* to my great 
concern, . that I really have not half-a- 
crown' about me a for in changing iny 
travelling dress,, I left ^my purse in it, 
'and never thought of it' till this moment. 
It is too late to send to Berkley-square j 
for I shall be keeping Mr. Barlow’s din- 
ner ; and I would noit be so rude, upon, 
any account. — Could you be so good to 
lend me five pounds? I can’t possibly 
go without money and I am perfectly 
u'nlmown in this part of the world.” 

“ O dear yes, your Grace,” said Mrs* 
Samuel, “ to l^e sure we .cay we have al- 
ways plenty of money.” — So she went 
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lo a cupboard, and took froni it a cfiina 
punch-bowl, whei'e, under a large saucer 
turned the reverse way, there w(?re a'num- 
ber of bank-notes, all folded backwj,rdsj 
— whicl^^he held to the serf-createu Sir 
Marcus, and bid him help himself. He 
was surprised, and looked at her, and 
then at it; which Mrs. Barlow inter- 
preted as astonislinfient, lhat they should 
have so much ; so she told hira.“ not to 
be afraid, bui to help himself for she 
had plenty more and, lifting up the 
paper, discovered fifty ‘guineas finder- 
neath. „ 

Sir Marcus, with many profess'Ms of- 
obligation, coftntefl out five of the notes, 
taking great care to showVhat they were ; 
.but Mrs. BarJow, ^yith*the utmost sim- 
plicity, toid Iiim “ that he did not know 

how mu<;h he may want, and that he. bad 
* * • * 
better take ’\other five pounds.” 

He looked at her agajn^ and, iPrstie 
could have read his thoughts, she would, 
most likely, ljav,e seen — “.^wbat an 'Egre- 
gious fool you are, to be so easily duped!'' 
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but -he had the conscience to refuse more, 
shook her b}^ the hand, and made his re- 
treat. But Mrs. Barlow happened to 
recollect, that Betty may as well have 
her present as not : so she hastened after 
him, and put teiT shillings into his hand, 
and hurried back to the parlour again j 
and Ned, tutored by the wink of his 
mother, followed her otherwise, no 
doubt, he would have tried to attend his 
“ Grace’s Lordship” to his carriage, and 
somewhpt incommoded him by his offi- 
cious* attention; 

As soon as he w^ gone, “ Lfi !” said 
Mrj>«Barlow, “ what n fool I was ! why, 
Suky, girl, yoti mignt have rode in his 
lordship’sgrace s carriage to your uncle’s ; 
they would have been, very glad to see you; 
— and who knows ! perhaps you might 
have made a better matdi than jmur cou- 
sin. Lady Neerdowel, and taken purce- 
defice of her,,., — you might have been 
Lady Marquis. — I wish you had gone, 
only that ga\^nd was so, djrty.” 
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“ AVell, niother,” replied Suky, “jfind 
whose fault was it, pray, that I had it on ? 
you would not let me put oJ» my blue 
one, ’cause you said it was Saturday; but, 
next time^ I’ll .put on what I like, t^at I 
will !” 

“ Well,” says JSled, “ one may always 
know a lord ; there’s something so noble 
in his very look^; what a *600 shirt he had 
on !” 

“ Aye, atjd,” says Suky, “ did you 
see what a fine pocket-handkerchief he 
pullecf out ? — none of yphr cambrie mus- 
lin, like your’s,* Ned, but the rah thing 
itself ; — if I was 3iou, Ned, I’d have some, 
too ; it’s they«things that makes the gen- 
tleman.” 

•Ned observed, ^hat»the dress of his 
Marquisship *was very unlike that of his 
Oxford, cousin, — it was not so dandy, or 
sparkish. 

Mrs. Samuel regretted.^ that it was then 
too* late to go to her neighbour, Mrs. 
Tret, in the^ci^, to tell J[ter of thefvisi- 



120 


THE VETERAN ; OK, 


ter 'ihey had had ; but she said she would 
go to her own church. Saint Dunstan’s, 
on the mfi-rrow, and there' she should meet 
all her neighbours, and make them stare 
by tbe recital of her grand acquaintance. 
Accordingly, the .next day, she and her 
darling Suky, attended by Ned, dressed 
in a very different suit from that of the 
preceding day, sallied forth to church, 
W'here she met, many of her neighbours. 
One said, “ Dear me, Mrs. Barlow, I 
thought you had taken a house at the 
vest end of the town.'” — Another said, 
“ Who’d have thought- of seeing you 
herq !” — And another,^ “ Why 1 thought 
you spent youi; Sundays Highgate !” 
Mrs. Samuel was exceedingly civil to all ; 
yet there was evidently a., something,, of 
self-consequence about her, that her 
neighbours felt she assumed. 

' After church, it was the etiquette of 
the neighbours to visit each other : Mrs. 
Samuel went to her friend Mrs. Tret’s, 
the grocer ; and when she saw the room 
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tolerably full, she spoke of her visiter. 
Sir Marquis Sotnerby ; and every ear was 
attentive: — she then said, she had re- 
ceived by him, a present from her n.'bce,- 
Lady Neefdowel, of Irish stuffs and pop- 
lins } and that she expected lie would 
dine with her some day that week. — A 
marquis dine with tjjieir qcighbour Mrs. 

Samuel Barlow ! ! 

• ^ 

When she had excited as much astonish- 
ment as suited* her ambition, she lel’t her 
neighbours to talk it o^er anci spread 
the news ; little thiukihg that she was 
making '^lerself so ihany’encmies. She 
then returned home. 

Monday came ; and l^ed, when he 
left them to go to the shop, desired his 
iHofher to bejiave Very handsomely to 
the footman, and give him a shilling for 
his troubife ; ajid to be oareful that Betty 
should look clean when she opened the 
door for that “ nothing iiTade the house 
look so bad as a dirty servant.” 

Madam Baj4ow, Suky, ‘and Betty, 

VOL. u. G , 



THE VETERAN ; OK, 

\. ■ 

were therefore clean by times on the 
Monday morning j and the two former 
seated themselves at an open window, 
w»tching, a'with eager apxiety, every one 
that passed. — Whenever a livery servant 
appeared in view, he was certainly the 
footman of his Grace’s Lordship : — 
whenever a fine carriage came in sight, it 
was surely hiiS_ Lordship’s Grace himself. 

Alas! neither Grace or carriage or 
servant stopped there ; — and it was very 
provoking, btcmise Ned had seht a man 
from the shop, who had sometimes acted 
as^fdotman, to perfprra the same office 
on this occasipn. 

Great was thdr disappointment ; — but, 
no doubt, Tuesday would be the day ; — 
possibly the baggage may not have ar- 
rived. — Tuesday passed, and no better 
success — Wedhesday — Thursday ; aye, 
all the week. Luckless Mrs. Barlow was 
seen at the window, with Miss, Suky, 
wntching every day, and all with the like 
success. Much did 'she wish to go to 
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llighgate, to consult her brother John, 
but she feared to be absent wiien the 
MaVquis came. 

Ned had looh^cd in the Court-Guide, 
I'or all the houses in Berkeley Square ; 
!)ut no such name ,as his appeared. At 
last, they held a consiritation ; and, as 
nobody seemed to Ifnow the name dis- 
tinctly, they called in Bet'y, wlwi styd 
it was “ Sir Marcus Somebody.” 

“ Somebody?” said Mrs. Samuel j “ I 
I hope he lias a name.” 

“ Sure as deathf ’ says Ned, “ I have 
: heard of a grand gentleman as belonged 
1 io the Prince : I. forget hi« name ; but 
j ilicy do say, he is the tinest»man of them 
j .'11 j x" he ♦goes^ ab»ut swindling 
I people out of flieir money. — I should 
; not wonder, mother, if you had been 
finely take.n in.'’ 

This greatly alarmeii Mrs., Samuel ; 
who instantly put on her bonnet, and 
away she tramped to Highgjite; and, 
meeting with Mr. Barlow, she told him 

G' 2 
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the story, and asked the residence of hi? 
lordship. 

Mr. Barlow laughed so heartily, that 
il;, was so^iine time ere he could speak ; 
which irritated^^ the lady, who told him, 
she thought it was no laughing matter. 
He appeased her as well as he could, and 
then told her he ,had seen no one from 
Lady Neerdowel, nor hejird from her 
for some weeks ; and that no marquis 
had ever been in his house. 

prfeat was, her dismay j—- theiie was five 
pounds ten shillings lost, — gone ; and no- 
t|ung to show for It ! — And besides that, 
she had bragged ^t neighbour Tret’s of 
the dresses and was frightened out of 
her wits, lest she should be found out : 
so she cautioned Ned not to mention it 
for that it was better “to 'bide by the 
loss, than have that apd the laughter 
too.” 

It was pity these ^|hings did,notear- 
ijier occur to Mrs. Samuel’s mindj it 
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was rather of the latest to adopt pru- 
dent measures now. 

Tlie shopman, who was in waitin_g to 
open the door to his Grace’s Lordship, 
told the ^hole srtory to Mr. Tret’s por- 
ter ; — he told it again* to his friends ; 
and it soon came* to the cars of their 
employers. 

Mrs. Barlow was surprised one morn- 
ing, to receive a levee of her city 
neighbours 5 who, one and all, begged 
to see the fine things the marquis had 
brought from Lady Ne^rdowel. Mrs. 
Barlow' fidgetted* abqut, ijiade fifty ex- 
cuses; and, at last,* stammered out, t^at- 
they were at hei'^dre^-makbr’s. 

Something now muTst * be done to 
escape exposure : so ihe hext day away 
went Suky, ariA her mamma, to Grafton- 
house, — 4ind there seeing a pretty mocl^ 
tabby, they bought it,, and had it made 
uj) for church the next Suaday. Being 
rather” too early, she chatted with some 

of her acquaintfince ; who jaxceedin^y 
G 3 
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aomired her beautiful dress, wliich they 
took to be real; when, as ill luck would 
have it,^ the abominable Mrs. Tret, the 
grocer’s wife, came up in a dress, the 
exrct fellow of her’s, absolutely cut od‘ 
the same piece. — Was ever any thing so 
provoking ! 

At that moment, Mr. Tret joined them : 
“ Well, Mrs. Barlow,” said he, ” so 1 
hud you have been huely taken in !” 

Poor Mrs. Samuel ! — so many mortifi- 
cations at once were enough to overpower 
her; but she ‘took the most politic side 
of the question, and joined in tlie laugh 
against herself w'ith great good-temper ; 
and thus disarmed the malicious tri- 
umph of her n hghbours ; — but the story 
will not be forgotten by them in haste. 
-How it came to be knowbj was more than 
she could account for ; but the sapient 
‘Ned soon detected the channel of inform- 
ation ; and poor Betty was called in, 
and a severe reprimand given her, fol- 
lowed up by ai dissertation on the ab- 
surdity of bragging. 
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CHAR VIIL 


me«*ne*er sft and wail their loss 
t ciiccrly seek how to redness their harms. 

Henry VI, 


Oiil^witted. 


All tliesfe circumstance., made tl^em 
the more inveterate against Major Sem- 
ple ; and young Barlow swore, if ever he 
set eyes on him again, jit would match 
him, let^ his ingenuity be ever so great. 
He “ wondered haw his mother had beejj^ 
so easily duped 4ie “ thought at the 
time she was very liberal with her purse.’^ 
Ha “ would like to seo him attempt to 
^upe him.” 

A fort^night afterwards, Ned went to 
Hanover Square, to try to get payment 
of a long-standing account ;^and, just at 
the corner of George-street, he met the 
identical marquis walking alone. 

c 'I 
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l?is courage mounted hi^i, he went 
up to him, and seizing him by the sleeve, 
“ You rascal,” says he, “ where is the 
five pounds you swindled my mother 
out of ’tothef day ?” ^ 

“ Really, sir, you have the advantage 
of me,” coolly answertid Semple ; “ and 
as I suppose you must be ignorant whom 
you arc addressing 'in this style. I’ll 
trouble you to stand offi or I may teach 
you what it is to meddle with your supe- 
riors.” 

Ned was sont\Swhat intimidated by tlie 
lofty air the gentleman^ assumed j yet, 
assured that he had the right bird in 
hand, he did not choose to let it go. — 
However, he released his hold ; and Ma- 
jor Semple thenr first pretended to re- 
collect him — “ Mr. BarloSv, I believe,” 
said he ; “I protest, at first sight, I did 
not recollect you.’ I do confess, my dear 
sir, appearances are somewhat against 
me ; yet let me give you one caution — 
try io suit your manners as nearly as you 
xnn to those you deal with. I cannot 
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be displeased with you for your mistake 
just now ; because, had it been more 
public, it could have done men() injury : 

I am too well known in this part of the 
town, to l;ave ray character doubted 5 but 
to yourself, it might be of great conse- 
quence. You aj’c a very promising 
young man ; and, I dare say, with a little 
introduction to, gdbteel life, will make 
your way 'in the world v. ith gceat^uc- 
cess. But no\v to business ; — my carriage 
broke down on the road to Hjghgate. 

I was* very much hurl^^and conveyed 
home sq ill, that yesterday was the first 
day I could moveumt; so that ray hag-- 
gage was not wnpaeked :• but I have this 
morning written to you«r good mother, 
and thankfully retprnod her the five 
pounds ten s*liillings she so kindly lent 
me, and*sent her her stufis, and a parcel 
for you» siste^ ; I think, too, there w'as 
something for you, if your name is 
KdW'ard.” 

“ Yes it is,” said Ned, eagerly. 

' G 5 ^ 
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Then, my dear sir, I ’should think 
my servant must be near your liouse by 
this tin’jE : — no, I protest,” added he, 
looking to the north side of the square, 
“ the lazy rdscal is just nowgoing; I really 
must turn the hllc fellow away, — only 
look how deliberately he walks ; if 1 
was not in haste to go another way. I’d 
make him go a: little faster.” 

“ Which is he?” hastily enquired 
Ned. 

“ Don’t you see him ? — that with the 
white coat, fitced with scarlet ahd gold. 
You can easily overtake him, and satis- 
fy yourself that all is right.” 

“ That I wi.ll,” fjoys Ned, “ so don’t 
be angry, and<shakc hands.” This done, 
away went Ned, as fast as^he could scam- 
per, and soon overtook th'e servant, who 
fortunately had a large parcel in his 
lhand. •' 

“ Stay, mj good lad,” said he, “ be 
so good to let me see that parcel. . I 
aiR just come from his lordship’s marquis, 
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and he told^ me to follow you, and see 
for a small parcel inclosed in that for 
one Edward Barlow.” 

Thank ye, friend,” said the servant'; 

but I am a 'wee too far north, for ^hat : 
— I don’t belong to •no marquis; but 
perhaps to much Jjettcr people.” 

Ned then learnt, to his extreme morti- 
fication, that the footman belonged to a 
lady in Portland Place, and liad^been 
sent for a {)qrcel from Old Bond-street, 
with which he was returning. 

Exceedingly provokect, he now ran 
to the spot whore he had left the mar- 
quis ; wlio, howi^ver, had taken to Im 
heels with as pjuch* alacrity as Ned had 
done, whilst thinking he pursued his 
present. 

Mr. FanshaV was very highly amused, 
and laughed immoderately at Mrs. Bar- 
low’s tide, InSightcued, as it was, by her 

odd remarks. He told her, he trusted 

• • 

she uever would forget that story. 

“ Why,” said the flattered lady, ” Jfed, 

’ e 6 
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lie don’t like to hear of it ; but I say, 
such a j^an as that wQuld cheat the 
devil himself, leave alone Christian folk ; 
and -brother John did so enjoy it, when 
first ue hearcl it, that I was a^nost of- 
fended with him but he said, ‘ Don’t 
be angry, sister-o-minei no one can pos- 
sibly hear you tell that story, without 
laughing ; you make one of the best 
1 ever ’heard and he makes a 
point of always asking for it, whenever 
any strangers are here.” 

Tliey were nov; joined by the rest of 
the party, and Mr. J_ackct, who v.as very 
"hr.ppy to get an opportunity of expres- 
sing his gratifude to his benefactor ; 
they retired for^ a few minutes, when Mr. 
Fanshaw had the pleasure' of surprisfVig 
him, by informing him that he was going 
tp town the next day, when be hoped 
to get him the immediate possession of 
a much more lucrative situation than 
that he held at prese'nt ; that he' was 
hichly iatisfied with the accounts he had 


10 



MATRIMONIAL FELICITIES. 133 

received his steadiness, ability, and 
good conduct j, and, as a clinjax of all 
good, assured him, he could promise 
him a wife in a very few months. * Mr. 
Lacket’s* tharfks were given with the 
enthusiasm of a lover* 

Mr. Fanshaw left him to breathe them 
to the walls, like the Oxford lectures : 
but, thinking h« would prefer rather more 
sensitive ‘auditors for so much 
the young man went in quest of his love, 
and there a very melting conversation 
took place. — But as it Is now some years 
since we were’eitlter aptors or witnesses 
of love scenes ;—*• although we beg n&y 
be distinctly *und&iv->tood, and implicitly 
believed, that time iidS been, when we 
'R'ere nearly ^lerseputed out of oar lives, 
from the constant homage paid to our 
charms, — we shall leave them to the fer- 

f . . * 

tile imaginations of our readers ; and 
only inform them, that, ,upon the ap- 
• pe'arance of the turtle-doves at dinner, 
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they looked as happy, as if all earthly 
good was before them. 

Mr. Fa\ishaw enquired after the Oxo- 
nian^ and learnt that he was now keeping 
term.'.- Truth to say, the Jiero had been 
so shocked atthe<low birth, and disap- 
pointed at the intriguing spirit of his 
Dulcinea, with whom he considered him- 
self desperately in loie, that he lost his 
spirits, and ret irned to his academical 
chambers ; not to study Greek or He- 
brew — the laws of his country, or those 
of his^ Maker ; but to write sonnets, 
wherein the words fair . ind frailj, frail 
^ ^nd fair, were to be fQ,und in every se- 
cond line. 

We were favoured with the sight of 
one of these chcfd’wiivrcs but we will 

u , 

not detain our readers wltile we seek 
it, as it is not immediately at hanjl. 

'After dinner, when Mr. v'anslvaw en- 
tered the drawing-room, our Iriend, Mrs. 
Samuel, sidled up to him, and contriving to 
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draw him dpart, began, — “ Mr.^’anshaw, 
sir, I want to ask you a question, which, I 
dare say, you arc clever enou^i to answer 
me. It is about a word which a ^p-top 
gentlem^in, who talks vastly well, used at 
our house ; — but I must tell you how it 
happened. My son, Ned, invites this 
clever man to drink tea with us, and 
play at quadrillb ; so, of course, I 
ordered* my best china, and . my ^ sil ver 
tea-pot ; an^l when it was all put on the 
table, and I was making tea, _ he comes 
up, and says, ‘ Dear^ffie, Mrs. Barlow !’ 
what,^ a elegant^ tea^ hypparatus you 
have got !’ — 1 thought I had not jiea.»’d 
clear; so 1 ««id, ‘sir?’ •and he repeated 
it. 1 did not like to appear ignorant of 
what the word meant 5 so 1 made a sim- 
per, and sain ‘ hem.’ — Well, this passed,* 
and tUe card-table was placed, and when 
the things Was all ready, he says again ; 

‘ Why, Mrs. Barlow, whaj; a pretty qua- 
. dillle hypparatus you’ve got !’ — At first 
1 thought it might be a ,new nanie for 
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an urn] biit, then, we ha^ no urn 'at 
cards, yo^’ know. AVell, as soon as he 
Avas gone, Suky and me wc falls to the 
(ficicspary , — wc looked HIP and II Y P 
all thVough ; ' but it is not an ., English 
dicksnary word. P asked a lady to lend 
me Johnson, but it ain’t there. Ned 
could have told me, I dare say, if he un- 
derstood Latin;’ but,' poor fellow ! he 
1 — it was no use teaching' him that 
stuff) you know, Mr. Fanshaw.” 

Mr. I'anshaw found great entertain- 
ment 'in Mj’s. Satjiuel Barlow’s stories ; 
for, although plentifully vulgai; yet 
th^re was nothing offensive in them ; and 
they abounded 'A'ith so much genuine 
humour and ch’oUery, tliat he, who 
dearly loved a lai^h, enjoyed them e?.'- 
ceedingly. lie therefore begged a dic- 
tionary, atid very good-hLun( uredly 
showed her the proper wore! ; and she 
requested that he would not mention 
her mistake, as “ Mrs. Barlow there 'R'as 
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apt enough to think she was her/nferior 
in education.” , 

.Just as they had settled this - point, 
they were joined by Mr. Barlow. — “\Vhat 
now, M'ja. Sanluel,” said fie, “ycti are 
telling Mr. Fanshaw soiV.e of your stories j 
but I 1‘orgot to ask you, after dinner, for 
vour best one, about his Grace the 
Marquis.” 

Mr. Fanshaw said he should daij^ljuatr- 
it again, when he told it to his wife ; 
though he despaired of doincr it half 
the justice that she had. 

MrSf.Samuel Vas ,elate.d to the highest 
pitch of ecstacy, ’the utmost pinnacle, of 
liappiness, by Mr. Fatishaw’s praise. 
Turning to her brother-iti-law, “ John,” 
.sitid she, “ ybu shpuld’ not call that my 
best story, ^till you’ve heard one I’ve 
yet to tnsll you.” 

“ What, another!’’ said John, rubbing 
his hands, and chuckliqg with great 
satisfaction, “ pmy let us have it.” 

” Not now,” said Mrs. John Bai’low, 
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who jc^t then joined them, “ I want a 
rubber c f whist, and I hope Mr. Fan- 
shaw willVijalie one.” 

Mrs. John Barlow’s will was law iii 
ihesd things;, her husband ^quietly walked 
to the card- table,, and was followed by 
our hero. 

The next morning early he took leave 
of the family, aFer the two young ladies 
had made opportunities for e.\pressing 
tfieTf obligation to him for his kindness; 
and the old people parted from him 
with great cordiality, giving many a 
hospitable invitation to Jbring his wife 
there. When he took leave oi‘ Mrs. 
iSanTucl, he told her ^jot to forget that 
she was a story ,in his debt, which she 
promised he should have when next thqy 
met. 

He then, according to invitation, w^ent 
to^Mrs. Mordant’s, and ther® was intro- 
dueed to Henry Fortescue, who gladly 
became acquiliiited with^ the husband of 
his favourite play-fellow, Fanny Delaval. 
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Mr. Fan.Miaw found himself s^cxceed- 
ingly pleased witli this interestilng young 
man, that, although Ins wife expected 
Very shortly to be confined, and thefe- 
ibre would ‘yot be able to enjpy his 
society, he invited Jiim to accompany 
him back. 

Henry, who was heartily tired of him- 
self, and of London, assented ; and his 
friends were very glad of any thing which 
afforded a change of scene to his (Te'pres's- 
ed spirits. His health had very slowly 
amended, but there w«re so inueh lassi.- 
tude and inevtion about him, that he 
felt a clog to hiinself, and, he feared, to 
others. 

His father and hjs sisters were most 
anxious to »do any tjiing which could 
amuse or engage liis mind ; yet, though* 
they succeeded for a day or two, he con- 
stantly rcHpsed, and sometimes pa^ed 
many hours in the same position, without 
, sjrt^aking. 
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Mr. ^‘^anshaw roused Inm early the 
next day)^ and they set off for Darling- 
ton. AVhcn they arrived there, he was 
greeted with smiles of cordial pleasure 
by his‘ domesti‘<^s, who one ahd all assem- 
bled to meet him. He was rather surprised 
at it, and passed on to the usual sitting 
room; but not finding the object of his 
affectionate search there,, he asked for 
iJic i r m istress, and at that moment her 
mother made her appearance ; and after 
assuring him that his wife was well, and 
warmly welcomin’^. Henry Fortescue',’ she 
desired Mr. Fanshaw to fcfilow hei; ; for 
th oug h hex daughter wf.s well, yet, in 
her situation, she‘WOukv fee? it awkward 
to go up and dow»u stairs. 

Mr. Fanshaw willingly admitted the' 
'excuse, and hastily preceded Mrs. 
Delaval up stairs ; he went to the bou- 
doir, — she was not there ; — '■ a theught 
struck him, — he eagerly opened the bed- 
room door, and there he' was welcomed 
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by his boy with a loud and l^arty cry. 
Ne\"er was tnan more happy than Mr. 

, Fanshaw at this moment — ‘rrever did 
man more deserve to be so. 

His. wife ivas not displeased to save 
him the anxiety of ht^r illness j and there- 
fore, though ehe wrote to him long 
after the first syyiptoms of her approach- 
ing confinement, she never mentioned 
it, and’was amply recdmpensed.-ffe«vhs.v * 
forbearance in the delighted thankfulness 
he expressed. 

After having stayed with her*as long 
as the wise ‘ones judged prudent, he 
shut himself ii*p in his own favourite 
room : we did not enquire what he did 
there ; but. 

By the pattern of ciir own thoughts we cut out the 
purity dV his.’^ 

He ^en wrote to his friends, and par- 
ticularly ^o Mrs. Trevillyan, to remind 
her of her promise of standing to his 
fiTrst-born. 
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Whenxtliat lady sliowed the letter to 
her husba'ad, whether he was olfen<led 
at not being solicited to stand sponsoi 
likewise, or wl’ether he envied Fanshaw’s 

•I ’ . 

happiness, we know not j but it is certain 
his answer was not the softest in the 
world. 

“ This,” said he, *' might have been 
my own case, if you had chosen to take 
car^oi yourself, or if you had had any 
interest in my wishes j but really, even 
now I should not, wondel^ if disappoint- 
ment was again to be my fate.” 

“ Can you for an instant suppose, 
sir7’ said his wife, “ that it W'as my wish 
to provoke that illness ?” 

“ What else can I suppose,” returned 
•.he, “ when I sec you’ every day doing 
the most improper things? Were you 
not this morning in the green-house for 
an hour, placing the plants ; and would 
any one but y(K*rself be so foolish ?” 

“ Probably not,” said she, with a 
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sigh, “ but I only moved one v^y small 
plant, which a ^hiid might have carried.” 

* Mr. Trevillyan was determined, how- 
ever, that she.shoiild be in wrong, and 
she forbore contention,. He had plagued 
her so constantly, by insisting she should 
eat, when she had no appetite ; and ab- 
stain from food, A^ien she most desired 
and wantpd it ;* that she, should sit still 
when she wished to use exercise, ancl clrive 
or walk out when she wished to sit still j 
that her life wal^'a contiaual misery, and 
her health was influenced by the depres- 
sion oT her spirits? Yfet, far from sup- 
posing his excessive attention could be 
displeasing, he thought, the impatience 
it was impossible for his wife to suppress, 

* was all peevishnes!? and ill-humour. 

However, he accepted the invitation to 
Darlington ;»and Mrs. Trevillyan was pfe- 
sented with the faihily-jewels, and de- 
sired to procure^ the handsomest dresses 
to appear in. These were things* she 
little cared for .^'however, they were had. 



and hW took care to have every tiling 
under K's eye well appointed. His ser- 
vants had all new liveries, and his equi- 
page looked^ very gay. 

Inc time arrived, and they, were re- 
ceived by the Fanshaws with great cor- 
diality ; but Mrs. Fanshaw was distressed 
to observe the alteration in her friend. 
They had been from early childhood, 
--iitifel 4;he deafn of Mr. Delaval, in habits 
of the greatest intimacy, went to the same-' 
school, 

Rose at the instant, learned, plaved, cat together; 

And wlieresoe’cr they we; t, like Juno’s bWi,>is, 

. Still they were coupled and ♦•ogether. 

She had heard the whole progress of 
Henry Fortescue^s attachment: indeed, 
she had seen it, “ e’en from his boyish 
days and Henry had himself told her 
qf bis visit to Eldrington, and t.ie effect 
it had upon Clara. ,He only left them the 
day previous., to that appointed for her 
arrival, and Mr. Fanshaw was quite 
pleased to think that he seemed much 
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more cheerful than he did upon l^s first 
appearance. He fi'equently hacV sat for 
Jiours in tiie invalid’s room, talking over- 
his favourite subject, Clara, and -jne 
morning gave her the following accOunt 
of his shipwreck. 

Wlicn he was torn away from every 
prospect of liappines^, which Providence 
had so amply provided for him, he saw 
his native 'land diminish from Iris -view 
with an achi.jg heart j but with the buoy- 
ancy of youthful hi^pe, he cheered himself 
with th.5 promise of a speedy return to his 
bctrotliQd wife itnd affectionate friends, 
never again to be separated from them ; 
and the fine cliaiatehnd lifxuriant shores 
of the Mediterranean amifted his pencil 
and his fancy,* until, the* ship safely ar.. 
rived at Malta.* 

He took with him introductions tothci 
j)rin<:ipa]. families, amcyfgst the rest to a 
Mr. Henderson, w ho "with his wife had 
loijg been stationaiy there j and their two 
daughters (who^ had been sept home for 

VOL, ir. II 
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educa^’on ^nd for health) had avrneti: 
fifteen s^ionths before him. 

Miss Henderson was a very elegant, 
pleasing gii'l ; and upon the first introduc- 
tion, Henrj Fortescue could ^ not lielp 
fancying, that he could trace a strong 
resemblance between her and his own 
Clara Mordant, altfiough she was three 
or four years ner seniqr : yet upon exa- 
mijuing the features more closely, he 
found Miss Henderson’s eyes were dark, 
full of intelligence and animation, her 
ardent soul seemed to shine in her fine 
countenance, ^here every thought might 
be read, and where “every emotion was 
pourtrayed : those of his aflBanced were 
more soft, more retiring, and in his 
opinion even more handsome : still there 
was a likeness, and that vras enough to 
interest him. 

For some titmg, however, IrC' had so 
much business to transact, and his ardour 
to get through it was so great, that he had 
little time. to attend to the ladies; but 


11 
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when that was en train, he ailowpd liim- 
self the recreation of society. Vhree or 
fgur timcshehad beenat Mr. Henderson’s, 
and as often he went away^ charmed^ to 
find tliat.fthe sentiments of the two Ridies 
Avere even more similar than their per- 
sons'; still he had«thc gratification of see- 
ing that Clara ro^ upon every com- 
parison. 

One day when Henry had dined 4l>ere, 
and Avas looking over some music to find 
a particular song, which he had often 
sung with Miss Mordant, what Avas his 
surprise to find it* in manuscript, the 
Avords of which A^ere w'ritten in Clara’s 
OAvn hand! It* is true it’was in the un- 
formed hand of a school-girl, but the 
traces were too Avell known, and too in- 
finitely dea^^ to him, to mistake them. 
“ Pray fell inf,”said he, very impatiently, 
“ how tame you by Clara Mordant’s 
writing. This song,” added, he, Avith visi- 
ble emotion, “ is 'of her copying.” 

“ You have a good re-oollection of 

/ H 2 
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writing', truly,” said Miss Hendersoi?, 
coiisitteriuqf that this has been wi itteu 
these six years. Miss Mordant and 1 
wepe school-fellows until lun fatlier 
died, and then she was iakrn hunie and 
had private masters. I never saw lier 
afterwards; but both she and Miss l)o- 
laval were very sweet girls. I heard of 
the marriage oi the ehk-st Miss Dt lavai 
long before 1 ifeft England; and somebody 
was telling me a very' disastrons tale et' 
her husband’s running away, and leaving 
herandtw'O children, — pray tel! me of it. 
And now that w'e , can' talk ol' .subjects 
equally, — no, not quite equally', I be- 
lieve,” said slfe, archly', interesting to 
both, pray tell me of these things. Put 
down the music^ an.d wc ’will go and'Sil 
in the shade.” 

. Henry followed, nothing loath ; it was 
his “ dearest theme.” 8he needed no 
very great exertion or penetiation to 
make herself mistress ‘of what he had no 
wish to coqceal ; he was then engaged, 
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— she was to think of him as a Viarried 
— she det.f'rrained it should be no 
iwire ; and i i nm tliis time there .appeared 
to subsist a bund of friendiii/:iip betwfcen 
them, wfllch "*a.s equally agreeabTe to 
both. 

When the nte*j> e heats allowed of 
exercise, lie 'vas th<» constant companion 
of the yoirn^ lathes, and the subject of 
their comoisatioa was generall}^ that 
ncaresi to ins heart. He made Miss 
Heudeisou itpe-U all the trifling anec- 
dotes oC their school ilaysj and this, wliicli 
would Ife the most urftnteresting of all dull 
tilings to a rational ^creature, was a deli- 
1 ions treat to a lover ; — for, for a lover 
lo be rational upon the subject of his 
Miistrcss, is no^t in tl*e scale of possibility. 

Mrs. Henfeerson’seyes were dreadfully 
a.flected ?n thV: ophthalmia, a disease very 
prevalent th,>ie; but it attacked her with 
sucli^ iiivet racy, as to threaten, unless 
iiftraediately sent home, the total los^of 
sight. T- wafj impossible her. husband 
, TI 3 
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could ,eave liis advantageous situation, 
as he hrfd no other means of supporting 
and providing for his family. At fir?*", 
the idea of separating herself from him 
had deterred her from Ihinkftvg of re- 
turning to England ; but her extreme 
suffering, and the dreadful idea of blind- 
ness, tletermined her, and it was settled 
that she and her two daughters should re- 
turn home under the auspices of Henry 
Fortescue. 

He had arranged all his business, and 
sent home such documents as secured the 
future fulfilment of the engagements 
he had contracted ; but he himself was 
obliged to wait for the signature of a 
gentleman from Sicily, who ))romiseyd to 
be-with him in time for the sailing of tfie 
last ship of the fleet. He ke| L him in sus- 
pense to the latest moment^'^and then ar- 
rived. The captain‘was anxious to sail in- 
stantly, in order to get up to the convoy. 

Henry’s baggage was all on board ; 
he had never seen the vessel nearer 
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than from shore ; but he heird it was a 
crazy old ship. For himself he would have 
ventured in an egg-shell, if he could 
have crammed himself int9 it, and have 
expected* mas*ter Cupid would have 
wafted so faithful a votary safe to his 
affianced bride j but for Mrs. Henderson 
he thought otherwise, and he represented 
to her the posable dangers of the voy- 
age. She was not, however, detdrretf^ the 
certain blindness that awaited her, if she 
reraaiped where she was, made her re- 
solve to risk an uncertain evil : yet she 
tried §very eflfbrt dissuiule her daugh- 
ters from accompanying her, but in vain. 
She was so lielpless from her infirmity, 
that she could do nothing for herself, 
• and it was iijipossible to allow her to go 
with only f* female attendant, who would 
never pay «er those watchful and afibc- 
tionate attentions she was used to re- 
ceive from their hands. 

Mr. Henderson knew not wh^ to 
advise j he pearly loved “his wife and 
, H 4 
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children, and the poor sufferer was so 
anxious to go, that he f'cared to object, 
lest fretting might confirm lier maladj v 
There was npw no time lor deliberation, 
the vessel was to sail in two hdnrs j and 
they decided for the voyage. Every pos- 
sible plan had been tlevised for their 
comfort and accommodation. 

Hithei to the bustle of'prcparation had 
kept up their spirits ; but when the mo- 
ment of separation came, and they were 
to leave the excellent husband and 
father, they felt severely. The parting 
had something of awe and solemnity in 
it, which was felt by all ; and as he 
pressed each of them to his bosom, their 
tears flowed profusely, while he affeet- 
ingly bestowed upon them his blessing. • 
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CHAP. IX. 

A brave vessel. 

Who liad, no doubt, come noble creatures in her. 
Dash’d all to pieces. 

Tempesf m 

S/iijJWreck. 

1 HEY .embarked, and i;nmediately set 
sail j their spirits^ revived, and they had a 
pleasant voyage to^CTibraltar. They had 
so much amusement with them, that the 
young ladies considered thje voyage slmrt. 

Here, howt;ver, they were obliged to 
\Vait for conwy, >!Miich delayed them 
considerably^^; and from this delay ail 
their succeccl^ng distress arose. A dreads 
lul storm separated them at the entrance 
of tli£ Channel ; a sudden north-east wind 
split their sails, as if they had beenmadoof 
paper : and betiveen this wind on one side. 
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and tlie soilth-west surges on the other, 
the vessel was so violently tossed, that 

the mariners would not stir Irom the sides 

«• 

for fcin' of b(^ing washed over. Nothing 
coiilcf be more appalling tluuHjthe com 
tinned noise ol‘ tile elements, tlie burst- 
ing of the tackle, a^d the cracking 
the ship. She soon lost licr top-gal- 
lant-HKiSt^and shortly al*t«r, her main-mast 
wenfl>yti)eboardwith a tremendous crash, 
the dead-lights were fixed in, and all was 

horror. She sprung a leak, and all 
hands were ordered to the pumps ; but 
in vain, the Avater fose* in sjiito. of’ all 
their eftbrts, — the night closed, it was one 
of great terroi,* — the wiml was f'carl'ull} 
high, — the sea fentpestuous, — surge alter 
surge breaking over, the ‘ \ essci, ea?!). 
threatening instant destruetpn. It be- 
Qatne generally dark, sa\ e i)^w aftd then 
w'hen a faint gleam ol’ moonlight lioie 
behind a black atul quickly jjassinjt 
cloud, only served io‘ make the scene 
more visibly, tcrrilic. 
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Mrs. Henderson severely blamed her- 
self for wluil she called her own selfish- 
ness, in ris'iiii£r the lives of her childvcn 
for an uncertain personal^, bene , In 
vain did’thesV afiectionate children try 
to soothe her with hopes, which they 
themselves befeved fallacious. Minute- 
guns were fired, Ixit the wind was 
right in their teeth, anc\ therr* ...is little 
chance of their being heard, and lass of 
the probability of assistance. 

Morning rose, but without any abate- 
ment of the storm. Henry Fortesciie, who 
had cl>£crf Lilly takeij bis turn with the men 
at the pumps, ao\«/ joined the ladies. He 
found the daughters uj?on their knees, 
bathing their mother’s htinds v;ith their 
.tears, while she fervently called down bless- 
ings upon |hem : they clung together 
support, fb?^ it was vrith great difRculiy 
they saved their almost blind parent 
from being dashed from side to side of 
their little cabin. The young l^ies 
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turned theii' imploring eyes to him, as it' 
it was in his power to sav,e them ; — but 
the worst apprehensions pervaded every 
boso«n, and i^othing but despair was to 
be sedn in his countenance.* — The water 
rose so fast as to‘baffle all attempts to 
keep it under, — spirits were dealt out 
without reserve, in «rder to cheer the 
men v^t it was e\ idem, the sliij) could 
not outlive tile approaching night. Yet 
Henry endeavoured to comfort the little 
group, who, far from acting as many 
of their weaker sex w'ould have done in 
similar situations;, pi/?pai’ed theimelves 
to meet that fate whifth seemed inevit- 
able, with fortitilde anil resignation. 

“ It is in vtfin, my dear children,” 
said Mrs. Hender&on, tha’t we attempt,, 
tr^l^ceive ourselves, — our last hour is at 
h^d : and may the great C|/)d df Hea- 
ven receive and bless us ! For myself, I 
have been blessed in this world by a 
tolerably long life, — a kind husband, and 
affectionate children : all that now re- 
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mains to me, even should I live, is 
probable blindness and suffering. But 
for you, my dear children, who have 
every blessing to look f'orw'^rd to^^to be 
sacrificef^ at *st) early an age!— can 
never forgive myself for it ; and when I 
think of your poor father, and his suffer- 
ings, my heart bleods for him.” 

She stretched out her’artns i' embrace 
her daugfiters, as she said, “'I^fiarge 
you, if it is in the mercy of Providence 
to spare either of you, to implore him 
not to blame my memory for the loss of 
the other.” 

For a moment Henry Fortcscue forgot 
the horror of tiie storm *in the affecting 
scene he contemplated J — but at that 
.ii’istant a treihendqjas drash overpowered 
them, and ?(, great body of water delug'*! 
their Cabin, Henry caught hold pf 
Miss Henderson, but she shook him 
off, begging him to go to her mother, 
while she assisted her sister Amelia. Mrs. 
Henderson refused to stir j r— it was no 
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time for ceremony, — - Henry took her iii 
his arms, and, with extreme difficulty, 
bore her upon deck ; jind having placed 
her jn comparative safety, he learnt that 
a flask- of lightning, which they bad seen 
below, had struck die ship, and tliat one 
of the boys who lay .skulking in the 
forecastle, had been ..absolutely thrown 
upon liAv'i ^hains at the other end of the 
vess<;l i but s'tJ imminent was the danger 
of the time, that not a soul dared to 
venture after him. Henry darted for- 
ward, and was twice thrown back ; but 
the third attemjit lu^. succeeded hi get- 
ting hold of the poor lad, who was just re- 
covering his senses : lie-got him upon deck, 
— but he had no sooner seen him there, 
than a most appalling spectacle seen!-, 
for an instant, to benumb his senses, 
aji well as those of all wliq"' saw* it, — a 
frightful surge, which it was irajiossible to 
escape, and which was twice the height of 
the ship, came rolling ‘majestically but 
steadily for\yard, the inevitable messen- 
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ger of death ! — all eyed it in fearful 
dread, lest they themselves were regis- 
tered in its mission. 

At that ti'oment. Miss Amelia, Hen- 
cl arson hnd j'l/st reached the ddfek. — 
llegardless of danger Ifimsclf, Henry flew 
to her assistance,- he tried to catch hold 
of her; — attlie instant he did so, — they 
were botij washed ofl' by the liege' body 
of water, vvhich carried away every tiling 
from that part of the vessel. He 
contrived to keep himself uj) by the 
assistance of a poultry coop, which float- 
ed, aKcl then §ot Jiold.of a rope from 
some of the broken rigging, and by the 
help of that,* and* takiflg advantage of 
the next swell, he got 6ncc more upon 
deck. 

His fir^t thought was lor Anm'''' 
Alas ! "there w^ere no ropes for lief, ~ a 
piercing shriek, wdiich penetrated even 
through the noise of the elements, now 
•struck his ear; — but it was not until 

the next surge lifted them to alarming 

# • 
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eminence, \liat he saw her light form 
struggling and buffeting the waves. — 
Alas! the contest was momentary,— 
she*si'nk to rise no more. 

If Lliiulness could ever oe a bk'ssing, it 
was sucli atthismoilient, — the mother was 
spared the distracting siglit. Few, indeed, 
gfitnessed it, — for each was so engrossed 
by seekvKr means of si«lf-preservation, 
that ^ few thought of any other; — but 
there were many who shared her fate. 

What became of Miss Henderson? 
Henry, as soon as he could recover this 
horror, went to seek Ifer ; — slit had 
nearly got upon deck' after her sister, 
when the same*' surge which so cruelly 
performed its nhssion there, struck her 
down, and she lay sopie tiine senseless'. , 
iSLft^soon as he assisted her, he tried to 
dissuade her from going again upofi deck; 
— but her mother and sister were^there, 
she said, “ and thank God,” added she, 
with fervour, « that they were ; they' 
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could not have borne the violence of 
the blow I had.” 

. Henry shuddered as she spoke ; yet 
lie had not the courage t(\ prepj^;e»her 
for what* ‘she rfiust soon discover. '* But 
her fortitude was calle*d even to greater 
trials than this ; « — wdien he had, with 
great difficulty, tak*en her to her mother, 
who sat the image of resignation yciihging 
to a small Iron rail which had yet withstood 
all attacks, she exclaimed, “ My dearest 
mother, what can I do for you ? You will 
die with cold and, indeed, her cldth5s 
were drenched *witk w'^ater, and the cut- 
ting winds seemSd to sport with her 
aged form. 

“ My child,” answeretl Mrs. Hender- 
son, “ I do well, tyid ^hall soon do bet- 
ter j — but I only hear one voice, — : 
where is Amelia ! I thought I heard^ 
shriek, 'and my fancy gave it to her;— . 
let^me feal both my children, — let us 
illl go together.”" 

Louisa Henderson turned a look of 



162 THE VETERAN J pR, 

penetrating enquiry upon Henry Fortes- 
cue : in his . countenance she saw so 
much anguish, that she was convinced 
some, great calamity had befallen her. 

“ *She cannot keep ’her Ihet upon 
deck,” said Henry. 

Louisa caught the bint ; — and while 
her heart was torn- with apprehension 
and "^s^^iay, she endeaA'oured to com- 
mand .her \^ice, while she said, “ Our 
storm will soon be over, and then we 
shall once more be united.” 

She had not*long to dissemble, — the 
vessel struck upon a>rock, and instantly 
separated. The scredm of h^irorj from 
men, women, and childrefi, as they were 
precipitated into the merciless flood ; — 
the bursting asun'der pf the Vessel, and the 
'■oigans of the animals they hdd on board, 
§^urpassed all description. And’ had not 
the sad fiat been irrevocably fixed, so 
piercing, so soul-harrowing a sound, 
might have softeneti ' even the stem 
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•lecrees of fate ; — as it was, however, 
the dreadful yell was soon lost by the 
overpowering noise of the elements. 

Henry Fortescue was thrpwn af,.s«nie 
distance^from *his friends 5 he was fortu- 
nately a good swimnler. A little way 
from him there was a poor woman, one 
of the sailors* wives, who was snatching 
a few moments from eternity by clinging 
to the end of a mast with one any, ^hile 
with the other she supported her infant 
child ; — he called to her to keep fast 
her hold, and that he would go tcfher. 
“ Oh,^’ said sKe, V nev£r heed me, but 
save my little 'one, — only save my 
poor child ; -i- my William is gone, and 
I will go to him.” Saiyiilg this, she, with 
a sudden effort, attempted to throw the 
child to him, but Jier motion droy,^, *-*' 
mast in the contrary direction, and t^ie 
poor little infant was swallowed in the 
yawning abyss, and rose no more ! The 
tigonized motheV gave a scream, quitted 
her hold, and sunk for evec. 
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Henry, half dead with fatigue, want 
of food, and the terrors of the scene, 
was beginning to ask himself whether 
amidst^ so mjiny horrors, life was worth 
further exertion j — but ‘the Iwiagc of 
Clara Mordant, at that moment, pre- 
sented herself to his imagination, and 
gave him fresh energy. He now looked 
around foi;Mrs. llendcrsoh anti her daugh- 
ter, .and "Saw them clinging to the tim- 
bers, which yet had adhered to the keel,^ 
and which was by far the largest portion 
of the wreck. He' thought it possible, if he 
could get them aboaud this, they might 
be secured at least for ‘some hours. He 
swam towards Ihem, and^ after many 
failures, at last' succeeded in placing 
them there ; he' stavl with them for 

• * 'i 

-liable moments, to recruit his nearly ex- 
hf^sted strength, and then cast a glance 
over the miserable scene. ’’ 

The storm, as if sated with its victiips, 
was subdued for the day,' — but its close" 
was fast apprpaching. There was a small 
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island, or ratlier rock, - perceptible at a 
great distance, ^nt Hem y knew he could 
not swim luilf'tlie length at present; he 
therefore set himself to consider if J;l*ere 
were anj^.objefcts within his reacli ,vhom 
he could get to this place of comparative 
safety. 

The very boy. whom he had al- 
ready saved by .his gen’erous exertions, 
when struck by lightning, was .the pnly 
being who met his eye ; he was strug- 
gling, and apparently at his last gasp. — 
Heniy again gave himsdf to the wtrC’CS’, 
and hgppily brougl^t the poor fellow to 
the wreck : every other soul pexished. 
They had nowe of them tasted food for 
two whole days ; and hunger was added 
tto their otlibr sufferings : fortunately, 
the lad wJsTxctter instructed in the ij,^ 
ternal economy of the ship than the’ iresj;, 

Aftai’ some difficulty and assistance, 
he groped out a smalt barrel of biscuit ; 
which, though of the coarsest kind, ant 
well soddened in sca-wateiy was a ver^ 
welcome jrepAst : he also, pursuing hii 
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search, procured a nearly empty cask oi’ 
rum, which had been broached for the 
men at the pump. 

Tb-is, in s^me measure, cheered tliem ; 
and feven in this perilous* situation, when 
the slightest squall would have annihilated 
them, they yielded themselves to the care 
of the winds, and slept ; and though it 
was not the soundest they ever knew, 
yet»1t refreshed them. 

When Henry awoke, which was at the 
first dawn of the morning, he looked for 
fhe’rock ; and was surprised to find they 
had drifted very near to 'it. He knew he 
could easily reach it ; but how to convey 
Mrs. Hendersoh there, and her daughter, 
was beyond his* imagination. 

What was to 'be done ? If the wreck, 
•Kjjich was driving fast towards it, should 
bouch the rock, the crazy planks, which 
divided them from eternity, would surely 
give way. 

^he lad now came, 'and asserted that 
he could swim well, and could take 
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charge of one of the ladies. Henry pro- 
posed taking ^rs. Henderson himself, 

. as the most helpless. She begged to be 
left to perish j but as her daughter ^ftuld 
not lea\fi htfi^ she consented.^ They 
anxiously watched the moment, when 
they had drifted^ as' near to the rock as 
was thought consistent with safety ; and 
then each, with their burtllen, again braved 
the deep. •Fortune relented for this tyne; 
and they reached the shore in safety. . 

As soon as this was eftected, the 
lad swhm again to the'*wreck, gcrirtm 
boards and fastening a rope, towed her 
round to a little '’creek, where they se- 
cured her : tliev tllbn seifrched her well ; 
there was a cot, and •some bedding, 
\Vhich they hauled ashore, and spread 
upon the Vdfck to dry. A box of figs 
spoilt by sea-water, was all the eatables 
they oould find: however, they were 
glad even of that j and they got a plank, 
and stuck it in tlie ground, and tied one 
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of the sheets to the top of it, by way ot 
signal for any ship that hove in siglit. 

Having emptied the miserable wreck 
of fll^they could use, they went in search 
of water. There were ho springs to be 
found — indeed the rock M as only cover- 
ed by thick sand and weeds ; but the 
late rains had left little pools in the 
fissures of the rock, and to tlicsc, the 
Unfortunates applied themselves M'ith 
great avidity. 

Mrs. Henderson, indeed, appeared to be 
■siirking under the accumulation of ‘misfor- 
tune and deprivationfi sho had suffered ; 
and it was evident she vould not lojig sur- 
vive. Shenevei had askeddbr her daugh- 
ter Amelia j for 'she felt that she could not 
bear to hear what might iiave befallen 
iLgr . She sat for hours, without speech 
ormOtion and this was still more dread- 

4ki 

'ful to Louisa, than hearing hoj’ com- 
plain. 

In the evening, she again tried to 
rouse herj she folded her in hdr arms. 
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and exclaimed, “ My dearest mother, 
why will you not speak to me ? O cheer 
.me by the sound of your voice ; let me 
but hear you bless me ; an^ I shalUfeel 
that the 4jl«iighty has not quite deserted 
me.” 

She paused for "answer j there was 
no pressure, — apparently no sensibility ; 
she looked in <her facej — alas! her 
mother wds speechless j — a paralytic 
stroke had been the consequence of the 
miseries she had endured. 

Loui&i sunk upon her l^ees ; “ O'flu' 
ther of mercies,” said she, while her 
sobs nearly choaked her utterance, 
‘‘ leave me not comfortless*; take me, in 
pity take me, from shell accumulated 
wretchedness.’’ 

Henry Fort^scue heard her prayer t . 
“ Do you remember your poor father 
said he ^ “ and is it only for ourselves 
that we live? Surely not; and yet,’’ 
added he, in a soflened tone, “ did I npt 
know thfat the happiness of fine beingt 

▼OL. n. I 
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who is far dearer to me than all the world 
beside, depended iipop me, I am not 
sure that I should have had strength and, 
cota^gge to ^brave the horrors I have gone 
through : but let us take 'heart, my dear 
friend ; Providence may now be weary 
of afflicting us, arid happiness may yet 
be in store for us.” .. 

“ Never for me, Henry j” said Louisa, 
and her tears flowed afresh. 

•He endeavoured to comfort her ; and 
assisted her in rubbing the feet of her 
~|[ifrother : they ‘were of an icy coldness. 
They employed themselves all ijight in 
endeavouring to ke^ life in Mrs. Hen- 
derson : but all their efflMs were vain ; 
she died about five o'clock in the morn- 
ing ; and without the pow'er of affbrditig 
that blessing her dutiful diild had re- 
^qu&ted. 

Her distracted daughter hang over 
her in deep distress, which Henry forbore 
tQ disturb ; wisely considering, that ^in 
the first ejmotions of sorrow, the mind 
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naturally seeks consolation from the only 
source which cart shield it from despair. 
Hi; therefore left her, and as soon as 
the sun was up, reconnoiti’^d tWe'"*lit- 
lie island,* *and {bought^ he discerned a 
small speck upon the ^ocean j — he look- 
ed till he was so tlazzled, that he was 
obliged to call the ’boy, .who instantly 
pronounced it a vessel. They immedi- 
ately set about hoisting more signal?, and 
kindled a fire long before it could possibly 
be seen the wood was so we| too, it woul.dL 
not burn : but they took sheets and blan- 
kets, and paraded thefn on ‘different parts 
of the rock. — Their efforts succeeded, — 
the faint light was at last discovered ; 
and the linen, wjiitened by the sun-beams, 
attracted the, marinars : — they neared 
the rock ; but the surf was high, and, the 
coast rugged : — the little boat was 
launched knd manned ; but the wind was 
high, ^nd quite against them, — and the 
boat returned to the' ship, being too smalt 
to contend with such powerfid antago^ 
1 2 
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nists. But for Miss Henderson, Heniy 
would have swam oui;: she entreated 
him to do so, as she saw the boat putting 
baSfe • but soon they observed the crew in- 
tended to make another trial -f— the large 
boat was hoisted, and with many hands 
successfully gained us near the rock as 
they could : — two sailors then waded to 
the shore. 

Henry prepared Miss Henderson for 
removing ; but ^e positively refused to 
^ir, without the corpse of her mother 
was allowed to go too. He well^new the 
horror a sailor has to liaving a c'orpse on 
board ; and he was arguing the point,with 
her when these men came up ; — - they 
heard the discussion. — Henry was con- 
templating whether he should employ 
fcjfce to carry her off, when one of them 
good-humouredly gave him a wink. He 
then got the blankets, spread them, and 
carefully wrapped the body in them, 
as if intending to carry it on board. 
Satisfied with this, she consigned herself 
once more to Henry’s direction : — one 
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sailor carried her to tho boat ; the other, 
assisted by the lad, unwrapped the body 
the moment she was away, and in- 
stantly folded uj) the bedding, 
as like it as* possible : they then took the 
corpse, and wrapping it in some tat- 
tered remnants of sail, decently consigned 
it to the deepest water they could find. 
This done, they 'took up the bedding 
and carried it to the boat, where’ k 
carefully laid ; they were so speedy in 
their operations, that they were not a 
minute behind the young lady, and tliey 
put off'. • 

They safely got on board the ship, 
where they were* treated with every kind- 
ness their unhappy and forlorn situation 
required. A,la^y gave up her cabin, and ‘ 
assisted to take oft' those clothes wljich 
iiad been so often drenched ; and which, • 
even now, were not dry : and poor 
Louisa, exhausted and harassed, was 
once more placed in a comfortable bed, 
where she soon fell asleep. She had, as 
I 3 
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she belie*^ed, seen her mother’s corpse 
placed on the floor beside her ; and licr 
first impulse when she awoke was . to 
looi; at it. She opened the sheet with 
dutiful awe and tenderness^ and was 
grieved to find the imposition : however, 
as no remonstrance could give her back 
the loved remains of her parent, from 
which she must, in any event, have 
been. separated that day, as the weather 
v.as becoming warm, she felt that the 
only consolation she could have would 
be that of commending her pure spirit 
to the Almighty } aiid it was not now 
too late to do so. After a few minutes 
passed in devotion, she returned again 
to her pillow,' and slept another hour. 

While the agitation still lasted of all 
these painful scenes, she experienced a 
kind of fever j but when recollection 
Ijrought all her miseries, all lier losses, 
before her in sober calmness, her spirits 
siink under them. 

The ship was outward bound, and 
destined for Leghorn ; they had a plea- 
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sant and quick voyage ; — but every day, 
Henry FortescUte felt, was carrying him 
'4arther from the object' of his affection. 
Clara was, no doubt, now at’Port^mtJuth, 
waiting 'in anxious suspense for his 
arrival, or possibly overwhelmed with 
grief at his supposed loss. This, and 
the extraordinary fatigue he had under- 
gone, preyed upon his health, and he 
daily declined. 

They found many friends at x^egnorn, 
but no ships likely to sail for England ^ 
for the enemy’s cruizers were so much 
upon 'the alert, thut they only sailed in 
fleets, ami under convoy. He, therefore, 
accompanied *Mis3 Henderson overland 
to Sicily ; and as neither*of them were in 
a state to, travel •far,’ they took short 
stages. 

Miss Henderson had procured tke 
compafiy of a female acquaintance, and 
under other circumstances the journey 
would have been delightful : — they 
crossed the straits of Messina, and 
I 4 
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hoped to “arrive at Mr. Henderson’.s 
house before he could’ have had any 
news of his loss j — but the very day.." 
befte-3,.a versel bad brought the melan- 
choly intelligence of the^shipwieck, and 
the total loss of the whole crew. 

The distracted father had shut himself 
up in his own apartment, and nobody 
had dared to intrude upon his sorrows. 

Eouisa burst into his apartment, and 
fell’ down at his leet : — a most heart- 
rending scene ensued. But, after the 
first ebullitions of keen regret were over, 
he gratefully thatfiked’ileaven for sparing 
him one blessing, wdien he thought him- 
self bereft of all. 

Henry Fortescue, with whom the heat 
of the climate had before agreed well, 
was now assailed with a malignant fever, 
which deprived him of bis senses, and he 
lay for a length of time in the most 
imminent danger. Mr. Henderson ^nd 
his- daughter watched him with the 
utmost anxiety. 

His recovery was so s^ow, and his 
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impatience so gi'eat to return to Eng- 
land, that he embarked when it lyas 
ttiought hardly possible he could q^U 
live the voyage*^ He took a mosf afFec-' 
tionate leave of his kind friends, arfd 
promised to correspond with them. ■ 

They had a quicii, voyage; — but when 
he neared the spot where so many dread- 
ful scenes had happened, it requjred.^all 
his strength of mind to support his corp- 
posure. — However, he landed at Ports- 
mouth with better spirits than health-? 
— indeed, he was in a perfect fever of 
agitation and impatience, when the dread- 
ful newspaper jiresonted itself to him. 

. — We have seen the efieqt it had upon 
him. 

He went V> toVn the day after 
he had seen Mrs. Mordant, who^ad 
dispatched two lines, written in hardly * 
legible characters, to her son, to apprise 
him *of his approach. 

Charles Mordant received him most 
attectionatcly, a^d did not hide his regret 
I .5 
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upon his sister’s marriage. The next 
day he broke his safety, by degrees, to 
ol^Mr. Fortcscue ; and it is difficult to 
say which was most painful, — his sor- 
row for his supposed loss, or liis joy at 
again embracing this darling son. 
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# 

But wail his falUwhom we struck down. 

Mtwheihn 

Well, such losers inav havfe leave to speak. 

Henry VL 

The Veteran laid low. — A Sale. 

HENBjf Fortescue had* informed, Mrs- 
F'aiishaw of the momentary meeting, 
and the effect it on Mrs. Trevillyan ; 
and mentionejl his. intention of setting 
off immediately for Mcjta, which she 
strongly advised his dping. She could 
not help thinjiing ‘that Miss Henderson 
was attached to him, and she was f^iank- 
ful for^any thing which would engagb 
his thoughts from their present bias. 

Me took leave of her with the firm 

• • 

intention of sailing with the first Mdli- 
terranean fleet- 

I 6 
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Mrs. Trevillyan did not mention him 
to her friend, and, tlierefore, Mrs. Fan- 
shaw did not introduce the subject ; — his^ 
nainfe s^pmed, by tacit consent, excluded 
for a time from their conversation. 

f 

Mr. Fanshaw, who liad heard of Mr. 

• 

Reynolds’s conduct to the poor Gordons, 
•whom be had taken to his own parish, 
and of whose goodness 'the Colonel de- 
lighted -to speak, wished to cultivate the 
acquaintance of so good a man. He, 
therefore, proposed to his wife to invite 
them to the christening with the Colonel. 

A proposition' fronr him was vefy sel- 
dom opposed bjy^ her, and she wrote to 
Mrs. Reynolds, to request the pleasure 
of seeing her with her husband. 

The second day after the, arrival of 
the Trevillyans, as they were taking an 
airing in the beautiful grounds, they 
were amused to see an object at some 
distance, which they could not mistake, 
let ^ his situation be ever so changed. 
•— He was now riding on horseback, ■— 
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his best laced cocked hat and diamond 
shoe-buckles glittering brilliantly in the 
Tays of the mid-day sun : but he was 
not alone, —on a pillion • behyid'^im 
sat the iftirse, and the child on her lap. — 
It was Colonel Desburgh. — He by 
no means quickened his pace when he 
saw them approaching, ^ but suffered his 
old charger to cTioose his own time. The 
animal had never before carried «o large 
a stock of live lumber on his back ; knd 
his pride did not appear to rise with the 
weight of his honours. 

Tl/b Colonel had left the Rectory in 
his whisky, in which he had packed the 
nurse and child ; and in the hollow of 
the head, he^ had dexterously contrived 
to stow plenty ofi ready-made meat for 
young master ; and a little prog for him- 
self and the woman to eat on the road, 
which kaved charges at the inns. 

3hort-sighted mortals that we arei 
how industriously we heap up treasures, 
not knowing who may benegt by them. 
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The second day of the journey, the 
whole of which did not exceed forty-six 
miles, as they w'ere proceeding at theii' 
nsu^ ajnbliiig motion, there appeared a 
dashing landau and four-in-hand^ driven 
by a gay young iirlan, of high ton, and a 
buck of a companion s'eated by him on 
the dicky — two .grooms behind. 

Upon spying the old-fashioned machine 
of oiir "veteran, and his extraordinary 
figure, the driver put the end of his 
^vhip to his mquth, and blew the horn 
so well, that one might suppose he had 
had a very able i'nstrubtor. 

Our dear old charger had been used to 
the well-known sound; and though 
many years had passed since last he 
heard it, he had not lest hi.^ affection for 
it : he pricked up his ears, snorted, and 
bfigan a sort of ambling motion, which, 
in his younger days, might have been 
denominated a prance. 

This tickled the fancies of our frolic- 
. some charioteers ; — and, fota joke, they 



MATRIMONIAL FELICITIES. 1 83 

contrived to drive so near to the vehi- 
cle, that their wheel touched it; not 
however with such force as to any 

thing that lyas not as dficay^d as our 
whisky* ; that, alas ! Jiad been eked out 
with cord, bits of. leather, and plates of 
iron, till every tut in the road threaten- 
ed its destruction. But the Colonel was 
always pjrepared with cord, leather, nails, 
and a hammer ; and dreaded no* accident 
which these could not repair : — the sliock 
of th^ concussion tore, asunder some pfl 
these fragile supporters, and gently laid 
our veteran across the road. 

The charter fosgot tlje gratification he 
had enjoyed by the horn, in the check he 
undesignedly received, from his master in 
falling ; so hf stood still : — and the nurse 
finding how things were likely^ to go, 
manaj^ed to save herself and her cha%e 
from falling, by instantly stepping out 
of the crazed machine. 

The young men were really sorr^ for 
the eftect of their frolic, of which they. 
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had not tlie slightest intention. They 
immediately stopped their' carriage, and 
alighted ; leaving their servants to take 
care ot‘ it, wh'ile they went ,to the assist- 
ance of the Colonel, and expressed their 
concern for the accident. 

The veteran had risen,*- — he had fallen 
too gently to be hurt. His first enquiry 
was for his child ; and when he, saw him 
laughing," he was satisfied of his safety, 
and very readily accepted the excuses 
,gf the young tpen. But when these 
youths saw the heterogeneous mass of 
odd articles which be^rewed the road, 
and which had es;caped,.from the head of 
the whisky, it was impossible to keep 
their countenances. , 

< In the first place, there wqs a quantit;^ 
of pap,^ or at least spoon meat, for the 
heir apparent, which broke loose from 
the jar, by the unceremonious contact 
with the ground j — a little cordial bottle 
of aniseed, to prevent the cold from hurt- 
jng his stomach j — a bundle in a silk 
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pocliet-liandkercliiefj through which 
peeped the best regimental costume of 
.. the veteran j and which he, perhaps, 
thought would be more ad^vantageWIsly 
placed there,**than packed ujT in the 
small box appertaining to the whisky : — 
a piece of ham, vidiich bore evident marks 
of a recent attack ; a worsted night- 
cap ; a sucking-bottle ; a gally-pot of 
ready-made mustard j a band-l^ox, of 
which the string had given way, and -ex- 
posed to view a fine new cap of the 
nurse’s : — and last, but b^ no meansmf the 
least •consequehce* in h#r estimation, a 
front of false hair,* with the finest shining 
ringlets imagiliable* TKese, with divers 
and sundry other ne'cefcaries, both for 
young and old, p^assed in review before 
our elegant sjirigs of fashion. 

The Colonel carefully picked ujf all l;je 
thought worthy, took especial care of the 
hapa-bone and a dry crust, and remarked 
with satisfaction, that a small bottlg of 
brandy Was not broken: — but he cast a 
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rueful look at the whisky, and thought 
of tlie expense of repairi*ng it. 

They were six miles from their last 
sta^o, and he sorrowfully proved that the 
fracture surpassed his power of ‘mending. 
It was quite impossible he could carry 
the luggage, or that Jie could lead the 
horse to the next plade they were to bait 
at. Our young men, however, soon good- 
natu'reclly assisted him in his difficulties. 
They offered to take him and ^is suite 
in the inside of their carriage, and as 
many things as’ were not spoilt by the 
fall ; and they^ advijed * him to hire a 
countryman, to walk Ihe horse and ma- 
chine back to the last inn. ' 

The Colonel demurred at the latter pro- 
posal : in the first place, the expense of 
hiring the man ; — and then^they must go 
qyer file same road again in another car- 
riage, unless this could be mended imme- 
diately. This was vexatious ; but there jvas 
no^ alternative : — he took the poor man 
aside, and made his own terms with him. 
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This settled, he assisted the nurse into 
the fine carriiige with the child, together 
with nearly all the varieties before-men- 
tioned, — such as never »were be»5re in 
so fine* a vehicle. He then got in him- 
self, after having carefully surveyed the 
road, to ascert<yn *that nothing was lost ; 
and the whisky, \o be sure that nothing 
could be stolen from it. 

They* drove off, and the* inrrkeeper 
was iipmewhat surprised to find oup hero 
returned in a carriage so very different 
front his own ; and In company with 
these young Yne», whpm he well knew, 
as they lived in •the neighbourhood ; and 
he took cafe, by his bows and cringes, 
to make u^ for the reject and attention 
he had ojnitted before. 

The youTig men invited the veteran to 
partake a tiffen. with them, ^ike^ all 
others, they at first thought him a de- 
hghtful butt to vent their wit upon : but 
they soon changed their manners^ and 
when they learnt that he was on his road 
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to Darlington, where they were both well 
acquainted, they studied w^o should pay 
liim most attention. 

Sohie time , afterwards the whisky ar- 
rived, and the gentlemen pn’bposed send- 
ing for a coachinaker ; but the Colonel 
said a wheelwright would do much bet- 
ter : he was accordingly summoned, and 
pronounced, that no repairs could ever 
make the machine safe for one mfie ; and 
his only surprise was, how it had Jested 
that length. 

Much dissatisfied with this decisiofi, iie 
declared the man knew .nothing about it, 
and sent for another ; but his opinion only 
confirmed the former one. The Colonel 
said, if he had only*})is own carpenter, who 
used to attend the baggage-waggons, he 
should not have been in this dilemma : as 
it v^as, hbwever, he desired to know which 
would give him the most money for it. ■ 

One immediately offered a pound ; -t- 
Yhe \eteran turned to tile other, who 
.said, “ ril give a guinea.” 



MATlllMONlAL FELICITIES. IJjy 


Tlie Colonel now, with ao much eager- 
ness as if it .was his only dependence, 
again turned towards the first, expecting 
an advance in the terms* At lasf 4;he 
fellow ^id, Vhile he scratchecf his head, 

“ Come, Fll give * ’tother sixpence.” 
The Colonel v^erSd about to the other, 
who said, “ Wel>, take it then, — it may 
be worth five*and-twenty shillings, but 
not a faVthingmore.” 

“ Five-and-twenty shillings !” exclaim- 
ed the Colonel, " come, you shall have 
it fo^ one pound four 'shillings at once,* 
without more'adg.” 

“ No, no, let'Sam have it,” said he, 
“ I’ll not btf his liindrahce.” 

Accordingly the banrgain was struck, 
and the money^ that is, a one-pound 
note and a* shilling, was tendered ; but 
the veteran insisted that there Vas six- 
pence more due to him. The man said, 
in all transactions in his line, there was 
• something thrown back for luck^ anct 
that he hoped his honopr would allow 
the luck-pe^iny. • 
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This business adjusted, the Colonel 
asked if they knew any one who had a 
second-liand saddle and pillion to dis- 
pose"" 

“ 1 have one,” said his whisky«friend, 
“ almost as good as new, which I’ll sell 
you cheap.” 

He soon fetched a miserable concern, 
much worn and moth-eaten, and asked 
fifteen* sliiHings for it. 

The veteran remonstrated, — and at 
last beat him down to half-a-guinea j he 
'then very carefufiy counted out teif shil- 
lings, reminding tlie m«n, \hat in aH his 
dealings, the luck-penny was allowed. 

Our' dashing heroes' stood by all this 
time, ijifinitely anrused by the scene, and 
every now and then lending a word to 
heighten the fun. 

The l)ld charger was now caparisoned 
in his new gear : at first, he did not 
seem to understand the pillion, and tl^e 
*<veig^t on his hind-quarters ; but as he 
was coaxed by the cheering well-known 

[0 
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voice of his master, he subn.itted with 
great docility, and they reached the next 
stage, thirteen miles, in rather less than 
four hours, — the Colonel .walking' 'up 
every ascent, ?«id making the mirse do 
the same. 

At this place tjjey rested for that day, 
and the next coacii brought them their 
baggage, — not, ‘indeed, entire, for, we 
lament to ?iay, the false curls, — (^e Were 
almost committing oui’selves in a pan, 
but just recollected it would be incon- 
sistcnt*with the dignity of our history,) 
— tha. false cufls then, were missing, — 
cruelly left in the^nuddy road. 

We strongl}»suspect they did not escape 
the keen vigilant eye df cfur veteran, and, 
most likely, h'e thought them much bet- 
ter there, tfiafl gracing or greasing the 
forehead of the nurse. The damsel? howa 
ever, was by no ndeans of his way of 
thinking ; she blamed herself severely, 
-—but, truth to* say, she was so tak^n 
up by making the agreeable and simper- 
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ing to the fine dashing servants belong- 
ing to the landau, and her head so 
turned by riding in so grand a vehicle, 
no vonder she forgot its ornament. 

The next morning, by risi/ig very 
early, they arrived at Darlington by mid- 
day, and the Colonel informed his friends 
there, that Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, and 
Miss Eliza Dennison, who had unexpect- 
edly returned, would be with them the 
next day : — he added, that Mrs. Rey- 
nolds had, at first, proposed staying at 
home with her, but that her husband 
would not visit without her. He had him- 
self, he said, objected to this, for she was 
so good a woman, he thought they should 
not lose the opportunity of becoming 
acquainted. Indeed, she was an excel- 
lent wife, and Mr. Reyn61ds felt quite 
satisfied with his choice. 

Mrs. Fanshaw, whose manners to her 
guests were extremely elegant, was par- 
tioularly attentive to her new acquaint- 
ance j but she soon discerned the dif- 
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icrcncc, and much preferred the married 
t o the single sister. 

The Colonel appeared cautiously jLo 
avoid all conversation which could lead 
to the »iJbjec£* of his wife ; and Mrs. 
Reynolds, in a walk which she had ^ith 
Mrs. Fanshaw, tQ,ld ’ her, that he had, 
upon his first arrival af the Rectory, 
passed much of* his time alone in his 
chamber j * and although she sohjetimes 
fancied she saw traces of tears on his 
furrowed cheek when he returned, yet, 
before her, he took great *care to appear 
cheerfiiil, and that he .was the most 
accommodating mhn she ever saw. — 
“ Would to Htfaven,” ad3ed she, “ ray 
misguided sister had proved herself 

worthy such a man !’' 

» • 

In the course of their conversation, 
Mrs. Fanshaw learnt, that one day ^heuv’ 
Mr„ Reynolds was absent upon parochial 
duties, she took courage, and ventured 
t0‘ speak of her sister. Far from venfs- 

VOL. II. 
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ing execrations or reproaches, as she 
expected, the excellent old man said, 
“ I feel that I have not been without 
blafne, — I<ought to have thought more 
humbly of myself, than to %'jppose a 
young and beautiful woman could have 
voluntarily attached herself to me ; •— 
but having married'her, I should have 
yielded something to ' her wishes, and 
afforded her those gratifications my for- 
tune allowed ; but,” added he, in a tone 
of self-reproach, “ I was simple enough 
to suppose, that her professions to me 
while at Southamptori were genuine. 
I looked for no guile in a soldier’s 
daughter, — so young tod ! — and it was 
at the very moment when she appeared 
to me the most happy, the most affec- 
tionate, that she deceiye'cl me. — But 1 
‘^forgive her, poor child!” said he, with 
great emotion, “ I forgive her"; and I 
call upon the Almighty to witness,, that 
(ibuld she be reclaimed from vice, and 
brought to repentance, I should think 
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file small residue of my days a cheap 
sacrifice. 

“ I have sent messengers, both in tjjis 

country and Ireland, but can !^arn no 

traces ot‘licr. ‘She is not with Sir John 

Neerdowel. I shudder to think what 

may have happenod to her j — she may, at 

this moment, be reduced, to the deepest 

abyss of profligacy j for if she did go with 
• * • * 

Sir John, which I have great reason* to 

doubt, the abandoned coward can have 

no heart, no feeling, for any one but 

himself! — Never did I see a man,*^ and 

in the* energy of iiis own honourable 

feelings he lost the^ subject of Sophia, 

“ never did I see a man devoid of coii- 

r^ge, possesse(^ of any other virtue.’* 

He did nQt ^ive the least hint that he 
suspected the child was not his own j 
on the contrary, he was never happy* 
but'whefl the infant was with him. The 
fine Jboy crowed to him, held out his lit- 
tle arms whenever he saw them, atM 
cried heartily when taken away. These 
K 2 
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proof’s of attachment were very gratefiif 
to the old man’s heart, ’and he doated 
upon him with the fondest affection. 

Miss Eliza Dennison immediately at- 
tached herself to Mr. 'Fi'evillyan, and 
as she was the only unmarried lady of 
the party, he was pleased with the pre- 
ference. She entered into his character, 
indulged his sarcasm, and gratified his 
vanity,, by preferring every thing at El- 
drington to Darlington. Mrs. Trevillyan 
was rejoiced at any thing which could 
divert his attention from herself, ttnd she 
daily improved .in heaJth'and looks»under 
the kind management* of her friend. 

The gala day at lengfii arrived, and 
the child was 'made a Christian. Lord 
Charles Wentworth, and Sir Henry Lyttle- 
ton, and Mrs. Trevillyan/were the spon- 
•sors.' The tenants in holiday suits, most 
of which were presented by theic munifi- 
cent lady, assembled in the park, wjiere 
an abundant dinner ’was served up ; 
after which the Colonel, arrayed in his 
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very best habiliments, requested the 

honour of beginning a dance with Mrs. 

Fanshaw. — “1 take precedence,” said 

*■ 0 

he to Lord Charles, “ being- the 
senior ©f the* "party.” His c^aim was 
readily admitted ; and it was very en- 
tertaining to see^the gallantry and spirit 
with which he acqliitted himself. 

That dance gone down, our party left 
the merr^-hcarted crew to the^calke of 
the servants and John Harding, who "de- 
lighted in such scenes, and retired to 
prepaid: diemselvcs for *their own ban- 
quet,* when the}^ werje joined by a 
numerous assemblage, and amongst the 
rest by our Wvo charioteers, who gladly 
renewed their acqu'airftance with our 
\ eteran, and amused many of the party 
with an acccAint of their first introduc- 
tion upon the road. The evenitfg coK«- 
cluded»with music and dancing. 

Eliza made herself as amiable as pos- 
sible to the young man she sat nexV at 
dinner, in hopes of securing him as a 
K 3 
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partner for»the evening : but it was tiien 
the fashion for young men of ton to pay 
attention to married, not single ladies. 
Whether it was that they feared the im- 
putation of cruelty, in laying tiveniselves 
out to advantage before these speculators, 
or whether they themselves leared for their 
owm safety, we know not — but at that 
time such was the case. •’ Eliza then had 
the. 'merit of keeping consta'nt to her 
married flirt, and she danced with Mr. 
Trevillyan tiie whole evening. 

That gentletnan began to fe'cl that 
Miss Mordant had nevei paid him half 
the attention this girl had done. Before 
they were married, far from wishing to 
attract or t© please' him, Clara was always 
retiring, and the courtesies were cer- 
tainly all upon his side. I'm doubt then 
ahe c6uld have very little affection for 
him j and even since their union, .al- 
though she had never disputed his will 
inj;he slightest degree, "yet that was tire 
obedience of duty, not the acquiescence 
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i ff affection. He marked too the differ- 
ence of manner of Mrs. Fanshaw to her 
husband ; — was there ever any thing so 
perfect as tlieir conduct ? ^er eye a'Jko- 
iutely brightefted, and her spirits rose at 
his approach. Mrs. Trevillyan was al- 
ways calm — nople'asure danced in her 
eye, no happiness ‘beamed in her smile ; 
and he began t« think that he liked ani- 
mation arid sprightliness. 

It never once occurred to him to carry 
the comparison to himself and Mr. Fan- 
vshaw. He was always right, let who«would 
be wrong. He Weijt no lyhere without his 
wife j he was unifbrmly polite and atten- 
tive to her ; yet alf this ^as accompanied 
with such unbending'superiority of man. 

"iier — there was so little of the kindness 

• • 

of the heart'about it, that it was very 
unlikely he should’ win affections* whiqji 
had been deeply engaged to a far differ- 
ei\t object. 

* The next day most of the party ^iis-’ 
persed, and the Colonel proposed return- 
K 4 
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ilig home rlie same way as they came 3 
but M\\ I’ausliaw- took . them the hrsl 
stage oi viieir j(»nrney, and Mr. aud Mrs. 
T^v^villy 1:1 walked out alone, while die 
host was' tlui-, busied in kirfd alte/itions to 
tlie Colonel and his party. They went ieto 
a school ior poor cliildren, vvliich had 
just been c^stublislietl on their properly 
for the beneiit oV the tenants. Mr. Tre- 
A'illyan inspected tlie lessons of the boys, 
and as tliey were going out lie said, — 
You might have done the same at 
Eldriiagton ; liiityoii never seem vo think 
of these things.^ A Jittle attentioyii this 
^vay wmuld be much more to my pleasure 
than sitting aCyour ]f)iana forte all day j 
but you have nci turn of tliis sort.^" 

Nor perhaps . should i,’’ said Mrsl 
Fansliaw, very quickl}% as^slie came out 
gf on»*of the rooms, and had overheard 
iiis observTition ; it was my Uusbajid 
who thought and who executed ; all the 
trouble I have had in it was to find 
pressions of praise equal to his deserts. — 
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But,” added slic, witli great warmth, 
“ he told you i suggested it. It is just 
like him j he always gives every amial^le 
action to his wife, while he takes all her 
omissions iiponlumself — and he is right; 
for his excellence is so far above that 
of the generality of mankind, that he 
W’ould he an object of,’ envy and ill- 
nature, if he dicl not take some of my 
faults to balance it.” • 

Whether Mr. Trevillyan felt the im- 
plication, we know not — for he was 
silent. 
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CHAP. xr. 


Fcv\’ jiiLii rightlj tamper vith tlie stars. 

Henry VI- 


JVc mall' our oxai Miyrrics. 

Xhe (lay was now fixed for their de- 
parture. Mrs. Fanshaw had earnestly 
requested that JMrs. Trevillyan should 
stay at Darlington till after her confine- 
ment j but her itusbafid said he thought 
it quite necessary , that tlic heir of 
Eldrington Hall should be born upon 
the estate. She then offered herself to 
go with her. Mrs, TreviUyan, with 
many thanks, said, that she was now 
‘quite indifferent about lierself : “ if I 
die,” said she, “ I have only my' mothcr, 
my brother, and you, to regret me/’— 
Her heart whispered that there was an- 
other, if she were allowed to think of him. 
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Mrs. Fanshaw was exceedingly dis- 
tressed j slic itever had heard her say so 
mucli before ; but she tried to raise Jier 
spirits by the near prospett she had of 
adding* another and a dearer tie to this 
world. 

“ Poor child 1” said Mrs. Trevillyan, 

“ if it should be a girl, her lot w ill not 
be enviable. If it is, and she should lose 
her mother, promise me, my dear filend, 
to bring her up with your own. Her 
father will no doubt marry again, and 
then tvhat will become of my innocent 
child?” 

Mrs. Fanshaw,*with tearful eyes, look- 
ed earnestly in the face of her friend ; 
she saw therp no emotion — no tear, but 
a death-lilje palepess, which gave her 
much more apprehension than either. — 
“ My dear Clara,” said she, “ wliy cotl- 
jure u|) such apparitions ? Trust me, if 
you will take courage, all will go well, 
hnd I shall yet see you a happy mothbrj" 
and forgive me, if I say J think you 
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reprclionsiblli in indulging sentiments 
like these. Think,” added she, with 
great earnestness, “ how many thousands 
would gladly, exchange situations with 
you ; — think, too, that it’ ‘you aVe not as 
happy as you once anticij)ated, yet you 
have the satisfaction of Ijuowing that you 
owe nothing to your own iiuliscrction or 
precipitation. 1 am wCil aware ot’ all 
that ‘has,, occurred ; and deo})!y a.s 1 re- 
gret these events, they are inevitable, 
and it is your iluty to support them witli 
fortitude, and liot to allows yourf.elt' to 
sink under them. Have seeu>hov/ 

nobly you exerted yolirself under cir- 
cumstances of }k*culiar diitcrcss ; surely 
you will not suftl-r yourself to sink under 
minor evils. It is a jjainful duty you 
have to perform ; but is a (uity, — and 1 
o(xpcct*my friend will not ^iu ink from it. 
if this is not a boy, the next ina}'.*” 
During this admonition of her frieijd, 
Mik.'. Treviilyan had befcu ilissolveil ir 
tears, which appearetl to afford her relief : 
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— she threw herself into her arras, 
and assured her slie would not forfeit 
the opinion she had formed of her, and 
that she should see that sh« would'exert 
herself ntnder* the trials which she could 
not help fearing were in store for her ; — 
but she declineij faking her friend to 
Eldrington, witholit an es])ecial invita- 
tion from Mr. IVevillyan. Mrs. Fanshaw 
gave her* a solemn assurance,' j,hal> she 
would watch over her child, if necessary, 
with the same tenderness as her own. 

Tw»> days afterwards they separated, 
to tlie great agitution of Mrs. Fanshaw, 
and a sort of foiVbodiuii' of ill on die 
part of Mrs. ♦d'revjllyan,* who embraced 
her, at the moment c?f parting, with 
’ unusual warmth. 

The gentl5men uid not greatly par- 
take of this sorrow ; their ideas ol‘ each 
other \¥cie somowhat changed. Mr. Fan- 
sh^w Ibund his frieml less amiable, on 
Mitimatc and domestic knowledge, than 
he had belbre imagined possible j — he 
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was more sfelfisli, more dictatorial ; and 
liis manners to his M’ife and to Miss 
Dennison were not at all to his taste : 
but Mrs. T^eviliyan rose every hour 
in his estimation; he knew ah" the cir- 
cumstances ot‘ her situation, and consi- 
dered her a most exemplary cliaracter. 

Mr. Trevillyan envied his friend’s 
popularity, derided his philanthropy, and 
thought with contempt of his gaiety and 
playful humour. He could not bear 
that any thing, or any body, should be 
superior to hiinselfi and therefore it was 
that he set at nouglit that excellence, 
which he had no heart* to attain himscli’. 

I , « 

When the carriage dreV up to the 
door of Eldringt'on Hall, poor Felix was 
in anxious attendance,, and tjxe meeting 
was equally pleasing to h/mselfand his 
mistres's. 

Mrs. Trevillyan now became' jnudi 
engaged in making preparations for the 
expected stranger. A week afterwards'^ 
she had th? happiness of seeing her 
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mother, who felt pleased at the alter- 
ation in her daughter’s looks, which had 
been materially benefited by their expe- 

m ' 

(lition to Darlington. 

Mr. 'l^i^villyan was already lllisily en- 
gaged in contemplating arrangements to 
be made for the accommodation of guests 
at the christening of his heir, for he never 
calculated that Ife could be less fortunate 
than Colohel Desburgh or Mr. Fansbaw. 
.tie took care fTom this time not to -do 
or say any thing which might disturb tlie 
serenity, or hurt the feelings of his wife. 
He \wotc to the Hghest. of his acipiaint- 
ance, requesting them to stand sponsors 
to his heir ; 'and lie received such an- 
swers as fully satisfied* his self-import- 
ance. He felt fast approaching that 
consequence Vhich the birth of a son 
gives to a man of fortune j — on* would 
absolufely suppose from his actions, that 
hft thought his wife had obtained a patent 
for bringing sons only into the wojld.* 
— The week, the day, the hour, at last 
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arrived ; — ^ the suspense and anxiety of 
tile inotlu'r was now equally sliared by 
Mr. Trevillyan ; but whether it was in 
tlie eliaraeter oC the expecting father, 
or the alieetionate liusband, oi* ‘botli, we 
leave our readers to decide. 

Hour after hour passed, and the most 
dreadful apprehensioiis prevailed ; it was 
thought next to an imjiossibility that 
both his wife and child could be saved. 
Hesitation and uncertainty w hich of the 
lives he jirefcrred, rose in his mind, — 
but ha was spared giving them utterance ; 
— for while he was« y(?t doubtful, the 
physician (who had alfcnded as well as 
the accoucheur; hastened Ho inform liim 
that all was over, and that they both 
lived. 

The father exclaimed, Thank you, 
jir; a«fine boy is it?” 

“ No, sir,” returned the physician, it 
is a little — a very little girl ; but 1 liQpe 
♦ wg, shall rear it. Mrs. Trevillyan, how’i 
ever, is by no means out of danger; 
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ii he house, and every thing round it, must 
he kept in perfect stillness.” 

“ Pshaw,” said Mr. Trevillyan, in a 
tone of disappointment, “ girl and 
immediately IWt the room. The phy- 
sician was astonished; he had always 
been used to hear the warmest expres- 
sions of gratitude* to Heaven, particu- 
larly upon the «birth of the first-born : 

— it is triAj lie had known the ardour of 

* 

thankfulness a little weakened by ffe-- 
quent repetitions ; but, upon the first 
occasic*t! it was quite out of 

Mrs. Trevillyan*had always been much 
liked and aclmirefl in the neiglibour- 
hood ; but he was to» cold, and too 
■proud, to allbw any intimacies ; and as 
they w’cre *gc'?ierally seen together, they 
were w hat is called a happy coupes. 

3'his,was Mr. Trevillyan’s first disap- 
pohitment in life, and he did not feel it 
less because it was of his owm creation. 
Hitherto he had had no vexations, no 
trials : his wife was thoroughly amiable 
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and sweet-tempered ; and though her 
affection for liim was never enthusiastic, 
yet she was attentive to his wishes, and 
VeryAfesirous of ])leasing him. llis rents 
were duiv paid, and he Jia*j ))roiviised him- 
self he was secure of keeping these rents 
in the family for generations ; for the idea 
of their going to the Fortcscncs always 
made him irritable, — he hated the very 
name. — The birth of a daugiiter then, 
of this unoflending little wretch ! w’as to 
open the flood-gates of her father’s 
wrath.and ill-humour j and, alasi- it ran 
in full tide ever after. 

From this time wfe sec hint no more 
the agreeable companion;' or the cheer- 
ful friend, as he was in town before his 
marriage : — he w'as no longer the atten- 
tive husband, the indulgent landlord, or 
i;he kiird master. The natural sternness 
perceptible in early youth, became seve- 
rity in middle age ; and promised to ile- 
generate into morose ill-temper iu ad- 
vanced life. 
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Mrs. Trevillyan continued in imminent 
ilanger for a fortnight j and Dr. Cleverton 
pronounced, that it was entirely owing 
to her fortitude and exertion tha^j.rsfle 
survived=her illness. 

The child, contrary to all expectation, 
throve well ; and the mother found in- 
expressible pleastn'e in its infantine 
sounds. 

She had* repeatedly asked if there, jvas 
no letter of anxiety or congratulation, 
from Darlington j and when her mother 
answerad in the negative, she tlipught 
them unkind. Her lyisband had visited her 
two or three times; but when the nurse 
presented the* bab^, dr6ssed ouT^j^r- 
posely for his admiration^ and expected 
"commendation for her good management, 
he put it frotn hmi with indiftei'ence, 
and left the room. 

^rs. JMordant’s indignation was great- 
ly ^roused ; but she dreaded awaking 
emotions in her slaughter, which migljt, 
in her present state, prove fatal. But 
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the next day, when lie brought an open 
letter in his hand, and. said, “ Madam, 
I’ll tliank you to answer it,” she lelt 
her gciif ;‘.:.iojiis too impetuous lor conceal- 
ment 01' control. 

The letter was addresscil to Mrs. Tre- 
villyan, and expressctl Mrs. Fanshaw’s ex- 
treme distress at having had no communi- 
cation from Eidrington Ibr more than three 
w'eeks, although she knewv the time was 
. long past w hen slie e.vjiected to be con- 
fined; — that she had written, ten days 
ago, „a letter of anxious enqui' v ; but 
receiving no answ ei , , bo-'.h Tanshaw and 
herself were imauaily^ uneasy. 

hat, sir !’” s.u’d'Mrs., Mordant, with 
great se\ ority, is it jiossible you have 
not written to sncli kind aiul dear Iriends," 
to ap’nise them oi'my daught:eq’’s danger, 
and tic'.e birih of vour child?” 

“ No, madam,” returned he, 1 Jiad 
fio pleasure in jiroclaiming my disaji- 
pjiintments.” 

“ Disappointments ! sir,” said she ; 
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“ no man but yourself could have thought 
them such. Had you lost them both,*’ 
and she shuddered at the idea, “ you 
would perhaps iiave ” 

“ Ol), •huslij'MTiy dear motlief,” said 
her agitated daughtci'. 

Tlie appeal brought instant recollec- 
tion to Mrs. Mordtint, and she turned 
from him w'ith »a look of undisguised 
contempt tind indignation, which for a 
moment gave rise to some qualms 
conscience, if not of contrition, in his 
breast. • He turned and went up4;o his 
wife, and enquiif^d#how ^he felt herself ; 
but this proof of his negligence and in- 
difference had struck h&r so forcit)1y% 
that she had no power «to speak. She 
hid her face in the bed-clothes, and gave 
way to her enfotion. 

Mrs. Mordant became alarmed, and, 
with a V4)ice which commanded obedience, 
or4ered him to “ leave the room.” She 
then, after having endeavoured to sooth 
her daughter, wrote hastily to Mrs. Fan- 
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shaw, but in a manner which evideritii 
show'cd her agitation. 'Dinner was an 
nounced just as she had finished it, but 
slie'»vas mueh too indignant to meet her 
son-in-law wn'th composure : 'she sent 
word she “ sliould not atterid it and 
she saw' no more o‘t‘ Mr. Til . idyan for 
tw'O days. 

The first letter from' Dr.jiington had 
arrived four days after the accdlichement, 
vvhen every thing in fhe sick chamber 
w'as kept as quiet as possible. Mr. Tre- 
villyan, therefore, put it into his pocket, 
W'here it had. lain* disregarded' ever 
sipce. 

He was sitting brooding over his 
disappointment' in tlte library, when he 
was greatly surprised and annoyed by 
seeing Mr. Fanshaw’s carriage driving 
ns fast as four post horses could draw 
it round the sweep. He was’ by no 
means in a humour to receive visitors, 
and particularly those v'isitors 5 and he 
instantly determined to show them that 
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lie considered them only a» birds ol‘ 
jiassage, making a call on their road. 
Cut he might have saved himself the 
trouble of any such determinjition — 
Fanshaw eame^done. excepting 4he child 
and his nurse. 

An hour after the receipt of Mrs. 
Mordant’s letter, rtiis tridy affectionate 
M'omau was in Iv^r carriage on her road 
to Eldrington. Her husband cheerfylly 
j'esigned her, whom he loved with tlie most. 
leniler regard, to her suffering friend. He, 
’iO vveve:*, attended her the two first stages, 
and would willingjy have accompanied 
her in her visit, fjput that he feared his 
presence miglil; not*be coftvenieutlvKere 
there must exist so much anxiety j but 
*he requested sAc would write immediately, 
and if there* v\'as tlfo slightest shadow of 
invitation, he would join her. Hp then^ 
kis§ed her and his sweet boy, and slowly 
rety ned to his lonely home. But she 
lost nothing in .his estimation by tlys 
absence j for as he went from room to 
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room, its solitary appearance only brouglu 
her with fresh pleasure to his mind. In 
every apartment there was some proof of 
her elegant , taste, some specimen of her 
genius a^d accomplishments : these, how- 
ever, were acquirements which might 
be equalled, if not surpassed, by man)' 
women of superior talents and education. 
But when the evenings came, which were 
so d'hghtfully passed either iu chemical 
^O'^periments, in reading to her, or in ac- 
companying her when she played or sang, 
or in listening to the sound of hc,r pecu- 
liarly melodious voice in conversation, — 
then it was that he felt the full Ibrce of 
the saci’ifice he had madq-;. But he was 
too affectionate - to be selfish j and when 
he afterwards wrote, he spoke not of In's 
loneliness, lest it should inake'lier shorten 
jier stay. 

When Mrs. Fanshaw alighte.d from 
her carriage at the Hall, “ I am ^•ery 
apgry wdth you, Mr. ^hevillyan,” saul 
she, half jokingly, “ for not writing to 
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me ; and you see I’m come" to punish 
you with my company for some time. 
iSea-bathing is very agreeable and beng* 
ficial to me, so I come utiinvited'^ — 
but pray let mS see my friend, naughty 
man tliat you are !” 

Mr. Trevillyan, stammered out some 
excuse for his omission,, an ajiology for 
not having invitdd her, and his })leasure 
at seeing her; but a (|uick glance of her 
eye detected the” insincerity of all this7 
she did not, however, notice it otherwise. 
Mr. Trt^villyan led her up stairsT and 
introduced her whSre she was a mucli 
more welcome guest. His wife 
■ ‘lining upon sofii, and looking nearly 
as pale as her robe, Vhen she en- 
tered ; — but she was alive to the plea- 
sure of' being* folded to the bosom of 
that affectionate friend. ' 

This proof of the extreme kindness of 
that friend, contrasted with the absolute 
wantof commonattentiou she experiencefl 
elsewhere, quite overcame her, and she 

VOL. II. L 
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i'ainted in fier arms. She was some time 
ere she recovered: she was then taken 
tw her bed, and not allowed to speak. 

Mrs. Moidant was vcrj^ thanklul for 
the benefit of such a coifipanion. They 
were now left alone ; and having always 
lived in the happiest terras of intimacy, 
there was no necessity for hiding any 
thing from each other. *They had there- 
fore a very unreserved conversation j and 
Mrs. Fanshaw expressed herself quite 
shocked at what she termed the brutality 
of Mr. Trevillyan. She cares’sed the 
little infant witli maternal fondness, and 
jiicj:^-'!ly repeated t|ie promise made to 
its mother. 

Dinner was announced, and it was 
quite necessary the ladies should attend ; 
and they agreed that it was more politic 
not to show resentment to him, as it was 
just possible he might take the liberty of 
thinking that he was master of his'owm 
castle, and should be glad to choose his 
own guests. “ Not that I sliould be 
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very quick in taking such a hint/’ said 
Mrs. Fanshaw, “ while I feel that my 
presence is serviceable to my friend * — 
and if the man absolutely turns me out, 
it shall go hard if I do not contrive to 
run away with her too.” 

When they entered the dining-room, 
theyf were astonished to, see a magnificent 
service of plate ‘paraded on tlie sideboard 
and table. The dinner passed* heavily, 
as if there was no heart and no sentiment 
in common to the part}'. 

We* have frequently remarked/ that if 
there is one point *upon which people dif- 
fer, and wiiich is ^lerefqre caret*'’ !y ex- 
cluded from Conversation, whether it be 
politics or dopiestics, there always appears 
a weight ujion thq spirits, a confinement 
which prevents all ease and sociability. 
Here there were several pointsatvariancej 
upon vPhich it was necessary' to be silent j 
ami tliough great etiquette and civility 
was observed,, there was no cordialily. 
Inhere appeared a great deal of stately 

L 2 
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dulness ; three servants waited, where 
there were only three people at table. 

Our ladies did not indulge Mr. Tre- 
villyait with rtjuch of their company after 
dinner. “Oh! ho !” said 'Mrs. fanshaw', 
when she again seated herself in the easy 
chair of his dressing-roojn, which he was 
very unwillingly obliged to forego during 
his wife’s indisposition, “ I find all this 
ostentatious ceremony is to let me know 
"T'am a stranger, rather than an Intimate j 
and the parade with which he treats me 
is to iridicate that 1 am not expeeted ta 
stay long. But*-! shill tire him out, I 
cajutplJ, him ; — so he may just put his 
old plate, the collection of centuries, 
into his coffers again.” 

Day after day, however, the massy 
plate was displayed, and there was an 
increase rather than diminution of cere- 
mony 5 but Mrs. Fanshaw would not 
appear to see it, and took no hint from, it. 
She breakfasted in the diessing-room with 
Mrs. Mprdant j after which her carriage 
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was generally at the door to take her and 
her little boy to bathe ; and she daily wrote 
to her husband, to say how much they 
were improved by it. She thciefoi'e sel- 
dom saw Mr* ‘Trevillyan till dlbner, when 
he w'as always in attendance to hand her 
to her seat. , 

The Invalid, cheered by the good 
spirits and happy countenance of her 
friend, recovered daily. She, wda soon 
enabled to accompany her for air aSi- 
ing ; and in the course of nearly live 
week* after her arrival, Mrs. Trevillyan 
onc«c more tofik She head of her table. 

Soon after tK-is, Mr. TrevilLvan made 
an opportuiiity of asking her, how long 
her friends meant to rrtnain in his house? 
— said, he thought it a great liberty of 
any one to* take up their abode there 
unasked, and desired she would by «o 
means press their continuance. 

. Mrs. Trevillyan felt shocked ; but she 
• thought this Avas a proper opportunifjy tt) 
speak to him of his child, and she re- 
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quested to know when it would be lu: 
pleasure that she should be^ christened ; — 
she informed him that her brother had 
offered, to stq^nd godfather to her, and 
her inothei and Mrs. Faushaw hud made 
similar proposals. 

Mr. Trcvillyan’s Countenance dark- 
ened ; — “ Madam,” said he, “ if the 
ladies stay for that, I beg it may be 
over fir. soon as possible : — but -for your 
*fe«ciher, I desii c it to be distinctly un- 
derstood, that when I married you, I 
had no ..idea of making my house an 
hotel for your friends.., Mrs. Fanshp,w’s 
making such a visitation, has already 
been a^* unnecessary dxpeijse, and I do 
not feel myself ?t all inclined to con- 
tinue it. If it is requisite, I can stand 
myself to your child, - — or Ihl tell you 
wjiat ycL’i may do,” and bis face bright- 
ened at the happy thought he hqd imi- 
bibed, “ you may ask Mr. Fanshaw to 
eome, he likes to be busy ; and then, — 
let us see,— he may be here on Monday 
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night, then the cliristening shall be on 
Tuesday, and they may all go off on 
Wednesday. And now, madam, that you 
know my will, I expect you will seco*nd 
iny views : I. ,am going to town upon 
business, so they can’t stay here.” — Say- 
ing this, he very coolly took his departure 
from her presence*, and left her to digest 
his altered conduct as pleased her best. 

She remained absorbed in unpleasant 
reflections until the noise of lier bq,b.;i, . 
in her motlier’s arms, roused her. Mrs. 
Mordiint saw something had agitated 
her, but Clara dilic^ not make her a party 
to this conversation and her uneasiness. 
She wrote t|) hef brother, to sajf Mr. 
Trevillyan was obligect to leave home 
upon business, and therefore she must, 
however rhufh it* militated against her 
inclinations, decline bis offer. ^ 

Mr.,Fortescue had also written a very 
affectionate letter, inviting her, her hus- 
band, and baby„ to town for the win^r.. 
— This she had not courage to show 
L 4 * 
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Mr. Trevillyaii, and she knew lier wishe:': 
would not be consulted, and that he 
would put a decided negative upon anj^ 
suck scheme. 

* c 

Tuesday came, and if broifght Mr. 
Fanshaw, who met his amiable wife with 
that heartfelt pleasirrc, which none but 
such minds are capable of feeling ; — his 
j)resencc, too, seemed to recall his host 
to S9me sort of better humourr 
^ <»_.A.fter dinner, the little Christian was 
brought into the parlour j — it was a 
much prctiier infant than those pf that 
age generally are ; an^it was so lively and 
animated, that Mr. Fanshaw declared, 
ex*ceJ)tfrKg his bwn, lie htpl never seen 
so lovely a child, 

Mr. Trevillyan had never examined it 
till now, and was quite su* prised to find 
^hat it,, really was a beautiful child j — 
he took her in his arms, and inaprinted 
the first paternal kiss she had ever re- 
. cqived. The little crpature- stretched 
out her arms, and appeared to notice 
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him ; and from this time, he deigned to 
look upon her with something like 
kindness. 

The ]''anshaws now projtoscd, that as 
Mr. TreVillyart was leaving home, Mrs. 
Trevillyan, and her mother, and child, 
should return with them to Darlington j 
— but this was not , permitted, — he 
w’ould not hear'of it. The friends sepa- 
rated with regret ; — but Mr. XreviMyan 
felt at home again when he saw tlTeif 
carriage drive off. Mrs. Mordant accom- 
panietf them for a short visit. 
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'CHAP. XII. 

Eliza thinks happiness consists in state. 

She’d wed an idiot ta eat off plate. 

Then she plots, then she ruminates, then she devises. 

Merwf niiTS of Windsor^ 

* Hojyes and Fears, 

Time passed rapidly on, and the spring 
was f'af advanced j but Mr. 'frcvillyan 
forgot his business, anti never left home, 
whei^i be continued in tolerably ill hu- 
mour, making himself^ anft all around 
him, as uncomfortable as possible. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fanshaw had been pass- 

I g * 

ing a gay winter in town : ~ Miss Eliza 
Dennisbn had been invited by some 
friends to accompany them to Letimin,g- 
ton, which she joyfully accepted, apd 
* thbught it a happy escape from the stu- 
pidity of the Rectory. 
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Mrs. Langton found herself alone, and 
entirely upon her own hands just now ; 
so she wrote to Miss Dennison, to k»ow 
what she was doing at Leamington, and 
whether therfe was any thing going on 
worthy her attention. Nothing could be 
so apposite to, that damsel’s views at 
this juncture; — the party she was with 
were just leavfng it, at the very moment 
when she flattered herself she whs in 
the high road” to the attainment oT all* 
her dearest wishes. 

To* quit Leamington, at tltis time, 
was- destruction “to hor hopes ; when, 
influenced, no doubt, by her .guardian 
angel, Mrs. iLangton oflered to* join her. 
She instantly wrote her*anxious iutreaties 
to lose no time on the road, and she had 
the happiness of seeing her arrive the 
very evening which preceded the depdf- 
ture erf her other friends. 

. As economy was the order of the day, 
‘(and night too,) they slept in the sSme 
room ; — and there, many a plan was 
]L fi 
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cogitated, many a scheme laid : but 
Eliza had now too miich experience 
to^speak so as to be overheard, — South- 
ampton had taught her a lesson in that. 

There Nvas, among many others, a 
wealthy West Indian, newly arrived in 
England, and who was^ travelling about 
the kingdom in search df health and plea- 
sure. He was dark-com'plexioned, and 
very, plain in his person ; a man of great 
x'anity, and very little • intellect : — his 
delight was in the brilliancy and splen- 
dour of.his carriage and liveries, ftiid to 
have every thyig belonging to . him 
equally well appointed.* In short, to be 
very conSspicuous was ihelacrac of his 
ambition. 

We are afraid wc have no right to won- 
der — for the case is too codmlon, — that 
the ladies were all vying with each other 
tor the honour ol’a seat by his sideaDn tlje 
dicky of his landau. None ever enjoyed jt, 
unless they w'ere particuhwly well dressed* 

There was a style, an air of fashion 
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about Eliza' Dennison, superior to the 
generality of young women : — her clotlies 
were not rich, or ])articularly handsomjf j 
but every one allowed that* she bad'the 
art of pitting them on better than most 
other young ladies : — her figure was 
beautiful and gracefiil, and her face hand- 
somer than either* of her sisters ; so the 
otlers of the en\>ied seat to her were much 
more fre(|uent than to any other ’lady. 
Sometimes, too, "he allowed her to take 
the reins, and was quite astonished at her 
skill ; i)Ut she had had a very good pre- 
ceptor in her ftitlxjr. 

There was always one or two allowed 
to occupy the*insid*e of Mr. Melv^inglon’s 
fine landau. Eliza had some fears of intro- 
ducing a rival in Mrs. Langton j but she 
thought of*sef:uriug her fidelity by other 
means ; so slie made her her confidant;? 
aiid giwe many promises for the future, 
if ^ she wotild only assist her in securing 
him. And having thoroughly explained, 
themselves, and their designs to each 



iifE veteran; or, 

other, tlie fcompact was settled, and Mrs- 
Langton introduced to the wealthy object 

of their schemes. He was enchanted with 

« 

hef, and Eliza, at first, heartily repented 
the exper iment she had 'made.' But for 
once Mrs. Langton was honourable ; — 
she soon found nothing was to be made of 
him at cards — he never gambled : and 
that he took mucli too -good care of his 
mo?rey to part with a guinea without 
value received. There was no other way 
then to turn this precious ingot to 
account, but by marrying him nto her 
friend, and she jnduste’ioPisly set about it. 

The next day she 'was ohered a scat 
on the' dicky,* and Eliza *saw tlicm set 
off with doubtful satisfaction. However, 
Mrs. Langton took an opportunity of 
speaking of Eliza DehnisoYi, and brought 
jound ^.he subject so judiciously, that she 
made him suppose that he himself had 
started it. She praised her highly, aind 
•> spoke of her talents with the warmest 
encomiums. 
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Mr. Melvington was not wliat is called 
a marrying-marl, yet he found hinfiself 
much pleased at the conversation, and 
not quite satisfied which of»the ladies' ho 
liked best. He divided his attentions 
between them, paid them high compli- 
ments, and at the 'end of a fortnight, 
fancied himself vefy near falling in love ; 
and Mrs. Langtou assured liiin it was 
with Elizif. 

After a conversation one day, w’l>eii 
he had been drawn-in to be more explana- 
tory of* his admiration than he intended, 
he called liiiuseff to an gccount for what 
he was doing and fearing lest he 
should connn»t liimself still farther, he 
ordered his servants to luive all things in 
readiness to set off the next morning for 
Cheltenham. 

MHien most of the company had as~* 
se’mbled at breakfast, Mr. Mciriiigton’s 
caj'riage drove up, evidently jiacked for 
a'^ journey. The ladies were alarmod,* 
and could not tell what to think of ii. 



23 ^ 


THE VETERAN ; OH, 


The hero, ^soon after, entered the room, 
and took liis usual seat by Eliza ; and 
tpld her that he had been delayed three 
week« longot' than he intended staying, 
merely by the force of her cluU ms ; but 
that now he was immediately obliged to 
go to Cheltenham, lie earnestly hoped, 
however, he should have the good for- 
tune to meet both the ladies again ; for 
he -knew none who had so strongly in- 
te^'CStcd him. 

This, and a great deal more to the same 
effect, ..and something indeed still more 
complimentary,, said • low to Eliza, he 
repeated many times but he was wise 
enough' to take care that there should be 
no word she cotdd take hold of, and she 
sat the image of surprise and despair. 

The ladies had fiatterbd' themselves 
-^that the game was in their hands ; wdiat 
then was their dismay, at finding«the bird 
on its wing untouched ! ji 

• ♦'Mr. Melvington had watched tke 

countenance of Eliza when he men- 


IS 
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tioned his inlendcd departu. e, and felt 
his vanity gratified that his influence over 
Jier should be witnessed by so many peo- 
ple. Yet, in the midst ofi his triuifiph 
the cruet mafit tore himself away; and 
without any prospect of a future meet- 
ing, farther than chance and accident 
might afibrd, hd mounted his dicky, 
and with many kisses of’his hand, drove 
off. 

What was now to be done ? was lift to 
be allowed to escape, when hei|||id been 
so nearly trapped ? Certainly not — the 
genius of intrigue forba4 it. 

The next mewning Mrs. Langton 
entered the biicakfast-roohi, witif a dread- 
ful headache, and exceedingly languid. 
She had now just found out that Lea- 
mington diU Aot a§ree with her ; she had 
never been well since the first day of hej; 
aitival., 

phe was advised to go to Cheltenham 
instead of Leaniington ; but Miss £l^a* 
Dennison was so fond of this place, that 
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she had ipdiiccd iior to ^ come there; 
tinless, however, she ibimd herself mate- 
rially better, in a few hours, she should 
set off, as she dreaded a low fever, to 
which slve was subject, ai;»d which always 
began in this way. The result was, that 
long before ilinner; the fair ones had 
taken wdng for Cheltenham. 

They arrived there th,p next morning, 
and.going to the library, they «oon found 
oyt w'hcre Mr. Mclvingfou had taken up 
his qu|p|ers, and they took lodgings in 
the irarfiediate vicinity, wisely judging 
tliat there would be vior^; opportunity of 
privacy there than at « boarding-house. 

Mr.'Melvington had cejrtainly admired 
Eliza, and he /elt very stupid and very 
solitary wliere he was ; there was nothing 
thei'e which could foS a iKoi'.ient engage 
his attention — not a woman he could 
possibly offer a seat upon his digky t o ; 
and it looked knowing to be seen drivjing 
■a, handsome well-dressed woman. 

He was again thinking of shifting his 
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i|i(arters, wheVi, in the Well-walk, to his 
surprise, and pcwsibly jaleasure, he met 
Mrs. Langton and her I'ricntl. 

The former compiaiiicd fnuch of -ill 
Ijealth, though.* ,tiiere was no /corrobo- 
ration of it in lier looks. She said she 
had torn Eliza away Irom Leamiug’ton to 
accompany her, luach against her incli- 
nation ; tor she x^as so fmld of tiiat place, 
that, she believed, she would like to gtay 
there all the summer. 

Eliza blushed, and very prettily, averted 
her face^ and appeared to dread meeting 
his eyes : — she gpo^e little, and seemed 
by no means anxious to attract his atten- 
tion. He accomptiftiied ‘the hriles* t6 
their lodgings, and promised to call again 
"in the course of the morning ; and said 
he would ordei'this carriage to be brought 
to, him there, when he hoped anjiiring 
woitld be beneficial to her. — He was by 
no Jneans averse from showing two such 
hajirasome women to his male coir^- 
panions. 
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All this promised well — what followed 
was still better. He cdmc punctiially to 
his appointment ; and when the landaa 
drove up, Mrs. Lahgton observed tluit she 
did notdeel well enough' to venture on 
the dicky ; but having a book in which 
she was much interested, she would, 

t 

with his leave, takb the inside, while 
Eliza would go* with him. I'o this Eliza 
sb engly objected, but was ' quite over- 
ruled by Mrs. Langtoii, and accordingly 
they set olK 

The day was uncommonly hue, and 
all the visitors were riding or driving 
out. They met nuilibers, and Mr. Mel- 
vingt^ii frequently stopped to chat. In 
the evening he was asked by several 
dashers, “ who that very fine woman 
was that he was driving'?*’ '’Some called 
him ,‘i monopoliser of beauty, and de- 
clared that the lady in the inside wds as 
handsome as that on the outside. *Dne 
.offered a bet upon tins point ; asserting 
it as his opinion, that the girl upon the 
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ilicky was the handsomest and the most 
stylish lie had seen for many a day. All 
this was attacking Mr. Melvington oh his 
vTilnerable side ; and before ,he retired 
to rest, he found, himself more in^anger, 
— more in love than ever. 

The next day Mrs.i.angton took her 
seat on the box,** and Eliza staid at 
home. The fonder took 'occasion to re- 
mark how wery much jioor Eliza w,as 
changed within this fortnight ; that hgr 
spirits, which used to bo so charming, 
were imw totally gone; and that al- 
though she exerted* herself before com- 
pany to appear cheerful, and to amuse 
her, yet, whenever she was*' left altslfe, Slid 
was always found in tears^; and then she 
"ingeniously insinuated that she strongly 
suspected d^sappoiltted affection would 
ruin her health. 

ilr. Melvington swallowed all this with 
theJntmost greediness — it was a delicious 
re»past for his insatiable vanity : — he di^ 
not immediately know what his intentions 
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were, or "^what he meant should result 
froiTi his present feelings ; however, he 
.determined her affection for him should 
be pretty 'generally known at Chelten- 
ham, bi'i’t he wished to dawdle on a little 
longer before he decided either way, — in 
the meanwhile he could show her off to 
his admiring friends; but the gentleman 
was jdaying with those svho had more in- 
sight ipto the game than he*. So confi- 
tfent was he of his owri strength, that he 
kept no guard over himself; and one 
evening, being a little more excited than 
usual, he made a defclafation of his love, 
which^ Eliza instantl}' construed into an 
offer of his hand, and she accepted it 
with ill-disguised avidity. 

Mr. Melvington thought the lady rather 
anticipated him ; but she looked very 
handsome, and was very much admired ; 
and though marriage was not amongst^his 
list of blessings, yet he supposed he m^ght 
do as well as his neiglrbours, so he g^ve 
himself up to love and sentiment. 
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l^ove certaiii‘ly improves soinlj men ; — 
j>oor Mr. Melvington, liowever, was not 
mended by it ; — and what is so mawkish 
as sentiment from a fool? 

However, Miss Dennison wafitourting 
tlie liorses, landau, liveries, house in town, 
and twenty other fine things which she 
was to obtain tliroiigh the medium of this 
object ; she, tlicfclbrc, saw none of his 
delects, anil was as blind as Cupid hkn- 
self. yiie was pi'esented with a set -of 
pretty ornaments Ifom Hamlet’s, and 
every tking appeared to go on entirely 
to the young ladyVsatistaction. 

She wrote to at! her friends, appris- 
ing them ol .»her great good YortUne, 
and amongst tlie rest »to Mi’. Trevil- 
lyan, to wlioin she said that she had 
had many opportunities of marrying, 
(a^ all young ladies 'vvho keep* single* 
raaier longer than they wish have had,) 
bui that she never noxo should marry 
from love; she .had tliereforc rejected 
them all 5 but that, induced by the great 
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assiduity ajid importunities of Mr. Mel- 
vington, and feeling that all her friends 
would condemn lier for refusing sucli 
an alliance^'; she had consented. His 
fortune «was four thousaiid a year : he 
had already made her handsome pre- 
sents, and tliat she had suffered her- 
self to be persuaded to consent to so 
early a day as six weeks I’ron^ the 
present time. 

The day after all these letters had 
been dispatched, Mr. Melvington was 
joined by a West Indian friend„.and by 
a gentleman who had l>ecn in the same 
house with the ladiss and himself at 
Leamington. 

His friend, IV^r. Wharton, having learnt 
what was upon the carpet, and not hav-* 
ing the highest of ail possible ideas of 
his understanding, was talking one day 
with his Leamington acquaintance, wiiQ 
made no scruple of saying there ne[< _j, 
was a more dead-set at a man than tliat 
of these ladies at Mr. Melvington. 
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Mr. Wharton, the West ‘Indian, in- 
stantly went to liim, and, assisted by the 
other gentleman, rallied him so unmerQ- 
fully, upon what he was pleased to call 
his folly. In saddling himself with such a 
clog as a wife, that poor Mel vington, who 
could neither bear o*r parry ridicule, be- 
gan to wish Miss Dennison at Jamaica : 
but as his wishes alone could not send 
her there, and as he smarted uijdef the 
lash of Mr. Whatfton’s raillery, he con- 
fessed he began to be tired of it, and 
would put himself under his direction. 

His friend saw the advantage he was 
gaining, and proposed a trip to M^Iverq, 
a» a place he b^d not yet seen. lie never 
left him till the carriage was at the door, 
’ — and Melvington was too much afraid 
of being a tjutt for his friend’s ridicule 
to take leave of Miss Dennison. 

Iphey.continued at Malvern for three 
we^ks, although only proposing to stay 
three days. Mr.. Melvington found . 

VOL. II. M 
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love abate progressively, and at the end 
of this time he scarcely foved at all. 

, Miss Dennison had written repeatedly 
to him ; — but when love is upon the 
wane, nofhing serves to make it’ go down 
so fast as importunity from the ci-devant 
object. Every letter, therefore, of her’s 
caused a decjension of his admiration, 
and it soon /cached the last step. Mr. 
Wharton, quite satisfied of his cure, 
returned with him to Cheltenham. 

Miss Dennison had repeatedly heard 
of her fugitive ; but every information 
was always accompanied with, “ they 
wei;e leave , Malvern the day after I 
left them, and to return here.” But 
foT this uncertainty, the ladies would, 
assuredly, have required, the bracing air 
of those hills. 

It loay very naturally be imagined, 
that from whatever motive Eliz-a ac)^ed, 
she was now in a very awkward tmd 
tinenviable situation. The thing had 
been made public enough j and she 
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watched, with fretful anxiety, for the 
return of her swain. 

One evening, however, she had the 
satisfaction of seeing her imich longed- 
for carriage drive up to the Boarding- 
liouse, and she sat, with breathless agi- 
tation, waiting h^s visit ; she prepared 
herself to be pleased or offended, as cir- 
cumstances required. But he was in no 
haste to pay it. 

She refused to accompany Mrs. Lang- 
ton to the rooms, because she was sure 
of his coming : — had she gone, she 
would have seefl Mm, for he sauntered 
in with his friend.*^ Mrs.^ Langtqp sa^i 
but could not speak to him : — she went 
there upon business of nfore importance 
to herself, and she gave her whole atten- 
tion to her cards. When the party broke 
up,jShe looked for him, but he was«off. 

'^lie rrext morning they went to the 
Wejfl, but he was not there. Many were 
thi? cogitations of* the , ladies ; and ElizS, 
was just about writing to request an 

M 2 
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interview, when they hear(i rap at theii 
door. She had just time to make up 
be.r mind how she should receive him, 
and what she should say to him, when 
a stranger was introduced, whom she 
instantly knew to be Mr. Wharton. 

Mr. Wharton was ?. shrewd, sensible, 
cool-headed man, who thought himself 
quite a match for any 'argument which 
could he advanced by two women, — 
whom he certainly di4 not consider as 
the wisest part of tlie creation, and for 
whom' he had not too much reverence. 

He represented himself as coming 
from Mr. Mejvingtpn, with a message; 
that although he had the'diighest regard 
and opinion of Miss Dennison, yet 
his health and his habits were so unset- 
tled, as to render it impossible he could 
ever he deserving the blessing of, her 
hand; and, therefore, all things cf^nsi- 
dered, he thought it by far the wisest 
plan to break ofF tbi matter entirely. 
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The ladies ‘declared that to be quite 
impossible, and ‘urged many reasons why 
it was so. 

Mr. Wharton returned .that, in “his 
opinion, ’the ’woman who was bold 
enough to marry his friend, would be in 
no enviable situation. 

Miss Dennison ’ said, that was her 

look out.” 

Mr. Wharton shifted his ground*, lAnd 
said, “that Mr^ Mclvington woulcL be 
obliged to return to Jamaica.” 

Theyersevering lady would be happy 
to accompany Him* all the world over, if 
it were necessary.** 

This tack , would not do, so he’ re- 
sorted to his grand auxiliary, which he 

was certain must be final He said, 

“ Mr. Melvington had already formed a 
cqnnection, which, though not •a legal 
oile, was, nevertheless, one which he 
w4s sure he would never break through.” 

“ I'll take ray chance for that, sir,'* 
returned the determined lady. 
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Provoked, indignant, and thoroughly 
confirmed in the suspicions he had of 
tlipir laying a scheme to enttap his 
friendj he lost sight of the little delicacy 
or consideration he ever ’possessed for a 
lady’s feelings or nerves, and accused 
them of laying a delilier^te plot against his 
unwary friend 5 and he said that had she 
consented to his proposition at first, he 
had* beeo authorised to offer Her a large 
sum of money by way of compensation for 
her disappointment 5 but as he could bring 
proofs enough of their connivancerin any 
court they may -choos'e to sue him in, he 
defied tjiem to get a^ guinea. He then 
rose, and left them to dime with what 
“ appetite they rtiay.” 

Thus baffled in every endeavour to get 
a rich husband, poor Eliza began to 
flespair*, — and as the report of the ap- 
proaching marriage was widely circjlu- 
lated, she did not like wearing the willi(w 
‘at* Cheltenham. She determined, how- 
ever, to sue Mr. Melvington for a breach 
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of promise of marriage, and longed for 
some one’ who- would manage the busi- 
ness for her. 

Mrs. Langton had'enroll^d herself with 
a set of Card-players, who were not quite 
so well tutored as herself, — they part- 
ed with their money freely, and she 
pocketed it with’ equal complacency. 

From this society, therefore, she had 
no inclitration to move : and ana9ngst 
the visitors at 'the rooms she saw^Mr. 
and Mrs. Watson, who afforded herself 
and tjie company so much amusement 
at Southampton, and who had no objec- 
tion to unlimitedf loo. She immediately 
made up to^them, aniTthe^ tvere* quite 
delighted at the honpur of the recog- 
nition : the next morning she called 
upon thefm,* offered to show them the 
lions, and introduce them to hej; society. 
•*— This was the very thing they wanted ; 
^nd they thought Mrs. Langton the most 
•charming woman in the world. 
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CHAP. XIH. 


.So your follies fighi, against yourself, 

Richard ll. 


MortificatioTii. 

Miss Efiza Dennison had been intro- 
duced to the Watsons. But at that time 
her head (not her heart) was full^f the 
bright visions of futur'ty which her 
marriage was to realise. Such people 
as these' 'wfre then 'far beneath her 
acquaintance: but no sooner had the 
perfidious swain turned his back upon 
Cheltenham, and she had sorrowfully 
proved the downfall of all her hopes, 
than her policy returned. She consi- 
dered that time flew last, and that her 
youth would fly with itj and that as 
she had uniformly failed in her higher 
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schemes ol* action, it might Jbe well now 
to descend a step. 

There were many rich and highly 
respectable men in Birmingham, and her 
fashion and Jier beauty wogjd cut a 
conspicuous figure there. Birmingham 
might be a place d& reserve, when others 
had failed. 

With this prpdent fbresight, she be- 
came very attentive to the Watsons,, and 
even condescended to accompany t]?em 
to a ball at the rooms, fully determined, 

however, not to dance with him, and 

• * 

putting all her, wits in requisition how 
to escape it. 

Mrs. Watson v^as very expensiV'ely 
dressed, and looked vqry pretty ; but 
Eliza was always an ornament to a ball- 
room. She* need flot have given herself 
any annoyance or apprehension^ about>^ 
dahcing^ with Mr. Watson ; he appeared 
to have another crotchet in his head, 
and totally forgol;.that politeness required . 
he should ask her. 

M 5 
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He insisted tlicy should- place them- 
selves near the entrance of the room, 
wjiere he seemed to sit upon the tenter- 
hodks of expectatidn. He was dressed 
in an entire new suit pf clothes, the 
very pink and extreme of fashion. 

Eliza was very sooft an object of attrac- 
tion to the gentlemen'; and the master 
of the ceremonies inti'oduced her to a 
veiydesjrable partner, and Mrs. Watson 
soon followed. 

The master of the ceremonies finding 
a great scarcity of gentlemen^ asked 
Mr. Watson to flancev but he “ preferred 
sitting by at present, and he kept his 
station close to the door. , 

There were many damsels unwillingly 
become wall-flowers, and casting wistful* 
looks upon the gay scene, iif which they 
• were sot destined to partake. 

The second dance of the first set ivas 
just commenced, when a dashing young 
woman, very naked and very undaunted 
in her appearance, entered, leaning upon 
the arm of an old gentleman, her lather. 
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It was'']^^iss Dareal, wljom we once 
before met at .Mrs. Mordant’s party. 

Mr. Watson had heard this young lady 
talked of in the billiard-room, as likely to 
be a leading /character at Cheheniiara; — 
many were thinking of the means of get- 
ting introduced to Jier. In fact, nothing 
was spoken of but Miss Dareal, and her 
large fortune. ^ 

This \yas much more than enojj^h to 
fire Mr. Watsctn’s ambition, ^nd he de- . 
termined to accomplish that by a coup 
de main., which others might be a month 
in obtaining. , Tj;ie moment she entered, 
and he saw the ig[iaster*of the ceremonies 
bowing, and hastening «p to "them-, and 
looking rouifd the room for a partner, he 
stepped forward and offered himself for 
an introduction 4.0 Miss Dareal for the 
dance. 

; The lady eyed him from top to toe, — 
but her eye had likewise glanced round 

.the room, — none of the beaux she wished 

• • • 

to engage were arrived ; and as she was 

M 6 . 
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too proud of her excellence fh this ac- 
complishment to relish sitting still by the 
side of her father, she yielded a haughty 
assfent, and stood up.. 

Her partner had now pj)tained the 
summit of his wishes, and was very desir- 
ous of engaging her in conversation, un- 
til they reached the top .cf the room; and 
showed himself an adept in aping the 
follies of his superiors, by never being 
ready to dance when the. figure required 
his aftention. 

The lady, howevcF, did not repay his 
endeavours to amuse^ her by a “single 
smile; she soon read his character, and 
gave .a contemp tuous monosyllable to his 
best and longest studied conipliments and 
observations. She pretended not to hear 
any of his flattering speeches, ; — but our 
hero was not to be dismayed ; and as 
they were now, arrived at the head of the 
set, he thought how much he should 
surprise and please her by his fine dancing. 
bfi‘ they set; Mr. Watson jumped and 


lO 
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shuffled ih and out, like a^parched pea 
upon a hot shpvel : nothing in the room 
could cope with him. And so great 
was the dread of .the ladies for tlleir 
flounceii and/urbelows, that they all with 
one accord, and a look of contempt, 
made way for him„ He drew all eyes to 
himself, and apfieared to think this the 
criterion of his merife : meanwhile the 
perspiration was running down his face 
in streams, we pight almost sa^ torrents, 
to the infinite amusement of the whole 
company. 

Miss Dareal had been used to attract 
all observation ,to herself, and by no 
means relished the rae-nopoly •of dt* by 
another; ncfr even would she choose to 
divide the attention wiflh our hero. When 
therefore ,thpy came to about seven cou- 
ples of the bottom, she walked down, and 

left Mr. Watson skipping by hfmself. 

She was soon joined by the young men 
^§he had been looking for, to whom she 
stood talking : she was indeed very sa- 
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tirically quizzing her partnjer^ when he 
came up to her. “ O ho,” said he, fa- 
miliarly, “ why you stole a march upon 
m6 I” and then, inca tone of great self- 
complacency, he added, ‘f warm work 
this, ma’am, amazing warm work ; but I 
think we got through it vastly well, didn’t 
we ? I don’t think I’vtf' been so hot for 
a long while, ma'am ; don’t I look very 
hot?”, 

l^horohghly provoked and disgusted 
with "his vulgarity, and determined, if pos- 
sible, to give him a set-down, she said, 
loud enough for all arpurjd her to hear, 
“ Yes indeed, sir, you do *, and 

Were there no difference ’twixt grilse and grace, 

All heaven might shj^ne upon your face/’ 

Mr. Watson not immediately compre- 
hending the meaning and' point of the 
lines, (although delivered very articu- 
lately,) and catching the words grace 
and heaven combined with his own fac4 

* L * 

doubted not it was a very high compli- 
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ment ; with, a grin, therefore, of undis- 
sembled ‘delight, he made a very low 
bow. 

The young men»who surrounded. Her, 
and who were before ready to die with 
laughing, found this aggravation to the 
scene too much to withstand, so they 
indulged their mibility so loudly, that all 
attention was directed* to them ; and the 
laugh with the lines was soon echoed 
through the rooms. 

Great as was Mr. Watson’s effrontery, 
it could not stand the ridicule and con- 
tempt which, e^ery where met his ear 
and his eye ; ajid without once thinking 
of his wife or Miss Dennison, fie quickly 
made his re1;reat from this scene of mor- 
tification. 

Mrs. Watson was dancing with a stranger, 
whose friend came up and acquainted 
.him .with the “ excellent joke and 
^though her partner, (knowing she was of 
• the same party,) tried as much as he coyld 
to prevent her hearing it, she collected 
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enough to learn that some line's had beeir 
made upon her husband; gin d the ironical 
smile with which they were repeated, 
shfcwed too plainly the nature of them. 
She wafe now, ' however, in ^ler f^ivourite 
element. Dancing to her was quite en- 
chanting, — so she .saw her husband 
glide out of the rooni# arid congratu- 
lated herself that few knew how nearly 
she was connected with him. 

Eliza Dennison too fel,t mortified that 
she b'ad allowed herself to be in company 
in public with such a man. She was 
thankful,* therefore, that he did not re- 
turn to convey them hpme ; and Mrs. 
Langton «being in the* card-room, she, 
after having had some vft'y pleasant 
dances, and been* very much admired, 
returned with her. 

Eliza, however, did not choose to lose 
the acquaintance, so she and Mrs, 
Langton called the next morning ; 
and so far were they from knowing any . 
thing of the affairs of the last night, that 
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they said they feared Mr. "Watson must 
have been’ilJ, by so suddenly quitting 
the rooms. 

Quite pleased to tltink th^t the jiifront 
was not ’so public as he apprehended, 
he made up the matter with himself; 
and even took coura'^e to venture to the 
billiard-room: — Ihere, however, the sig- 
nificant smile of derision assailed him, 
and he soon found that he hated Ciiel- 
tenham, where there was no good com- 
pany, and determined to leave it next 
day. 

Eliza called, «nd found them packing, 
on which occasion she expressed her 
regret so sensibly^,* that' they ^ave* her 
an invitation to Birmingham the next 
winter, the season of their festivities ; 
and she promised to be with them if she 
could possibly get off from her ni^merous, 
engagements. 

,She had written to Mr. Trevillyan the 
sad conduct of. Mr. Melvington, whipH, 
she represented as the more extraordi 
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nary, as the affair was entirely bis own 
seeking, and she had at 'first discouraged 
his addresses, and only yielded at last 
to his, pressing importunities. 

Mr. Trevillyan showed' his wife both 
her letters, and from her representation 
of the case, they ' compassionated her 
ill [usage ; he proposed to send her an 
invitation to Eldrington ; and although 
Clara never liked her, ye't she was 
glad, of any body, or ^ny thing, which 
could break the heaviness of do- 
mestic, dulness and discomfort Her 
child, indeed, .was fioW nearly sixteen 
months old, and was h*er constant amuse- 
rnent : fier husband too w^s now looking 
forward again to the birth of an heir ; 
but as he found his wife did not really 
possess the patent he suppbse'd, his views 
twere somewhat tempered with doubt — 
and this did not make him the less fret- 
ful, nor was she more happy. 

• «Miss Dennison arrived, and he soda 
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left off plagiling liis wife, t® attend to 
her. 

Once during a long walk she began 
talking of Mr. Melvihgton,,and solicited 
his prot*ectiofi» and assistanae in her 
scheme of retaliation upon him ; and 
after having discus'sed that affair, they 
naturally spoke of attachments in gene- 
ral, — of first •attachments, how few 
of these • were successful; and«4hen 
she sentimentally observed with a^sigh, 
that the affections, once deeply en- 
gaged,»were nevei’ thoroughly recovered. 
This observation Vfas ingtantly confirmed 
in Mr. Trevillyarfs mind by the thought 
of his wife he asked Her if she alluded 
to hers^f? and what became her first 
attachment? Eliza hesitated, blushed, 
and with 'a ‘confusion, very like good 
acting, answered, that he who $rst wo« 
h*er regards, had not thought them 
worthy his acceptance, for the very mo- 
ment he felt the interest he had in hec 
heart, he left her for another. 
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Mr. Trev^llyan was by nb means with- 
out vanity — he felt rather an odd sen- 
Sijtion just now ; but Eliza had no 
thought of <commilting herself farther 
than she could well extricate herself. She 
wished, by flattering him, to secure his 
zeal in her service, ~ but her own game 
was that of gaining a husband, not en- 
tering into an intrigue ;■ and she deter- 
mined tp pursue it with every effort in 
her .power. She therefore took no notice 
of his countenance, or of the pressure 
of her . arm, which was leaning upon 
his, but went on, — For some time I 
felt very keenly, and v^as very unhappy : 
however, I called my pri(le to my aid, 
and, I believe, few knew my dj^i^ppoint' 
ment. 1 had several opportunities of 
marrying soon after — some very eli- 
gible anes ; but I was romantic then, 
and fancied my heart too deeply En- 
gaged to acknowledge a new mastej. 
•— tPoor Sophy, wks before me, and I 
did not like the example. Miss Mor- 
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daiil too was pining after ker lover — 
and certainly she has proved the truth 
of ray assertion. — By the way, what do 
you think of your ri^al?” 

“ My* rival 1” exclaimed Mr. TreviU 
lyan, “ do you not know that he died be- 
fore I ever saw any thing of the family?” 

" Dear me!’^* innocently said she, 
“ I’m sure !• thought from the con- 
nection between the families that, you 
must have known — had I suppose^} you 
had ^en kept in ignorance — but per- 
haps then it is not true.” 

“ Not true^. what is not true?” said 
0 

he, stopping short, “ what do you 
mean ?” 

“ gone too far Jto retreat, I see,” 
said Eliza. “ Mr. Fortescue is not dead, 
he was only ^hipi^recked ; and, if I mis- 
take not, he is now in England.” Thw, 
however, was her own surmise, and, like 
most of her surmises — untrue. “ I’m 
quite certain of what 1 tell you but 
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pray do nok mention it, or*let it be sup- 
posed that I told you.” ' 

^ Mr. Trevillyan was extremely agita- 
ted*; Ije toolv two oV three hasty strides, 
and then* quickly j*etuurted. — “ Miss 
Dennison,” said he, I believe few men 
are attached to theit heirs, particularly 
when they happen to ' be only distantly 
related ; there has always subsisted a 

coolness ' between that branch of the 

( 

family ai*d mine, and I will have as little 
to do with them as possible — My 
estate, .this very spot on w'high we 
stand,” added he, mth*^ rising choler, 
“ is entailed upon him if I die without 
a son ; ’ and yet Mrs. Trevillyan is so 
careless of herself, that one wo^^ think 
she was in league with the family. — 
I had rather — -r- but do ybu’know any 
more of, Mr. Fortescue ?” 

** Nothing at all,” said she, having 
satisfied her mischievous propensity. 
They returned home, Jbut . Mr. Tje- 
villyan was not inclined to talk : he had 
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now abundance of scope for indulging 
his spleen, — nor doubt his wife’s altered 
health and spirits was owing to her 
knowledge of Mr. Fortescue^’s return.' — 
Jealousy «ow hfst took any strong hold 
upon his imagination ; he had often in- 
deed been tenacious'of her affection for 
Henry’s memory* ‘but it was idle to be 
jealous of a dead man. 

He detei’mined to go to town instep tly 
and ascertain th&truth of it ; Miss Den- 
nison’s law-suit furnished a good excuse 
— and ^she readily gave her promise to 
remain with his»wife during his absence, 
and two days afte»wards he set offi 

Mrs. Trevillyan * was *by no' mfeahs 
pleased^ heV compaiyon,* and would 
gladly ^^e been left alone. She con-- 
fined hersetf very tnuch to her nursery, 
and to making preparations for her ap,, 
proachpig confinement ; and Miss Den- 
nison amused herself with exploring, and 
making herself a^cquainted with the diff§rt, 
ent cottagers,, vdth whom ishe often loiter^ 
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ed, learning the news of the neighbour' 
hood j but she found 'this ‘ dull work, 
even more stupid than the Rectory, so 
she was quite delighted by a letter she 
received .from her “ de^r friend” Mrs. 
Watson, giving her a pressing invitation 
to repair to Birmingham as soon as 
possible, as there wa^ to be a musical 
festival held there, whiqh was expected 
to ,be a very fine thing, and to which a 
particular friend of thek’s. Lord Ansell, 
was appointed one of the stewards. 

How glorious ! nothing could promise 
better ; and she must be quite mistaken 
in her idea of Mr.*Watson’s society, 
sinde His particular* friend was Lord 
Ansell. ' 

Unlike a prophet then, he’^ust be 
somebody in his own country — and cer- 
•tainly he was not honoured out of it. 

She wrote to Mr. Trevillyan , to say 
she had long been under the promise of 
.paying this visit to hef valued friend, 
whenever the festival took place; and 
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iwo days afterwards she bade adieu to 
Eldrington! 

She was well received by Mr. and Mrs. 
Watson, who had a'hands^ine house in 
Great ('harlcs»sjtreet, a short yalk from 
ihe shop. 

J'he approaching ^ala seemed to have 
1 aken jjossession the faculties of every 
ikersori they saw, and ber hopes were 
once more* excited. Mr. Watson wag all 
iiaste, all biistlo, all activity j and, ap- 
eared, as usual, to have some affair 
liOclitadng. 

There was toJ.ie»a charitable subscrip- 
don niatic at the* doors of the church, 
cud the plates were* appointed to*be field 
by the fi^st men of the.coubty. It was 
Mr. Watson’s wish — for what purpose 
no one could* divftie — to hold one of 
iiese plates at a particular door. 

There had been a strongly contested 
election very recently, and our indefa- 
tigable hero happily learnt, the.;-, the plate* 
he sighed for, was to be held by tiie very 

VOL. II. N 
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nobleman to whom he had given his mosi 
strenuous exertions, — and hence the 
boasted friendship between him and Lord 
Arisen. 

Mr. Watson came home to dinner one 
day in high glee, rubbing his hands with 
great exultation : — •' “ Ladies,” said he, 
“ I have just been contriving a very 
pretty trip for you to-morrow morning ; 
and as I know the sex are nev'er sorry to 
shov' themselves, why I’ll give you the 
opportunity ; and who knows. Miss Den- 
nison, perhaps you may get a lord for 
your husband ! mote 'unlikely things, 
have come to pass, I cUn tell you.” 

He then proceeded to open his pro- 
ject ; which wai, that they sh^ld go to 
Lornton, (the seat of Lord Ahsell,) and 
send up Mrs. Watson’s coinpliments, with 
"a request to see his lordship j which hav- 
ing obtained, she was to remind *his Idrd- 
ship that Mr. Watson was upon his com- 
' riiittee during his election — had procured 
him many votes — and done him much 
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service ; — that all he asked, in return for 
these obligations, was simply to be al- 
lowed to be his proxy in holding tJie 
plate at the church. 

Mrs. Watscfn highly approved the 
scheme of going to the lord — and she 
had no objection to the drive ; but she 
did not like to pay th^ half of the car- 
riage, (for of bSing at the whole expense 
she never had the least idea,) was 
going to start *some objection, when he 
interrupted her, “ My life, don’t say a 
word filiout it — I have arranged* it all — 
and a very hknJsome • carriage will be 
here at eleven Vdock., to-mojrow^ I 
know his lo/dship’s admiration of the 
sex, and I’m sure he* can’t resist such 
beautiful ladies — leave me alone for 
managing these things. — Had I sent a 
note, he might have answered, ^hat ‘ it 
was inijiossible,’ but he can’t resist you — 

When ladieik sue, men give like gods.’* 

And if,” continued he, “.his lordship 

N 2 
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should introduce you to his sisters, wiiich 
is very likely, and they should ask you 
to stay dinner, which I dare say they 
will,' you may stay. — You will pay no 
more for your carriage — I have made 
that a bargain — you may trust me for 
that — and I’ll come 'out and dine with 
you. 1 remember very often, during the 
election. Lord Ansell used to say how 
glad he’d be to see me at LornJon. And 
one day, when I was saying how much 1 
admired his grounds, and that I dared to 
say his house was as fine, he said- ‘ Mr. 
Watson, why don’t yo£i come and see.’ 

I have often thought his lordship 
would be offended with me for not 
goii'igj but this :s a good opportunity 
of showing his lordship that I did not 
mean to slight him. 1 shall try to be 
^ith yon at dinner, but I have a great 
deal to do j and at any rate i shall 
come before you have left your desertd' 

*' Eliza was now no novice, and she 
began to suspect the intimacy with the 
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Lord was ncrt quite so great as slie had 
been led to understand ; however, she 
had, as Mr. Watson observed, no soi%ol' 
disinclination to show hesself v^hefe it 
was likely slfo might attract*: — and as 
I'or the propriety of the visit, or the 
application for tlie plate, she was a 
stranger — not a* party concerned — and 
by no means accountable for it. 

The mbrning proved a fine pne*^ the 
carriage came io a minute — the Jadies 
dressed themselves to their own difterent 
tastes 0— and, attended by a servant in a 
very gay liver/, dlf they set. 

The country ^as beautiful, and Eliza 
was much pleased with it. 

Upon their arrival •at Lornton, "Mrs. 
Watson punctually obeyed the injunc- 
tions of her fiusband — she sent a request 
to see his lordship. The servant r eturned 
tb the* carriage, saying that his lordship 
begged they would alight, and he would 
attend them instantly. They were shew^i 
N 3 
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into a small room, where* they found 
that instantly was a very indefinite term. 

Their patience was nearly exhausted 
when he entered. Mrs. Watson put on 
her best manners while she ’mad^ her re- 
quest ; and had she not endeavoured to 
be superlatively amiable, he must have 
been highly pleased With her; but her 
affectation gave her a vulgarity which 
could '-not be overlooked. — In the zeal 
for the furtherance of ‘her husband’s 
cause, she quite forgot to introduce Miss 
Dennisop, to whom, however, hi? lord- 
ship had bowed, , and kept his eyes upon 
her while he listened to*’the petitioner. 

Mr. Watson judged rightly for once. 
His^ordship ^as ^ man of gallantry, and 
had seldom seen two prettier advocates ; 
yet, so awkward was the booh, that he 
declare4)he did not know how to manage 
it. Had the ladies themselves offered to 
take the plate from him, he should not 
have hesitated a moment, as he knew 
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too well they were irresistiWe ; but that 
all he now could grant would be, that 
Mr. Watson should hold the plate a§ if 
relieving him, while he must be peat. — 
He then left "them, and returned in a 
minute, as if he had been merely to fetch 
some fruit, which Re offered them. Soon 
after, however, fhey were joined by two 
other gentlemen, and presently after, an- 
other yo&ng man, and they ajl entered 
very unceremoniously into convetsation 
with our ladies. 

Mrs. Watson was quite delighted — 
she talked awSy ’'^ith much more vivacity 
than good sensfi^ but Eliza knew per- 
fectly well ^what good manners were j 
and she knew, too, h«w to repulse^iiose 
who were inclined to be too familiar. 
She now* found, that far from the ex- 
pected introduction to the yoiaig ladifcs, 
and their invitation to dinner, a few 
grapes, and many very fine compliments, 
were the most substantial things *thfey 
were likely to get} she therefore gave 
N 4 
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her companion many a hhit j but that 
dear friend was too highly pleased witli 
her visit to wish to shorten it, and poor 
Eliza fpund Jierseirin a very disagree^ 
able situation. It was no,H‘ thaf she felt 
the full force of her own imprudence, in 
allowing herself to be made a party to 
this strange adventure. ' 

The young men began cpeaking of the 
game of billiards they had just been play- 
ing. . Mrs. Watson said,' Miss Dennison 
played exceedingly well. The gentlemen, 
one and. all, were now clamorous that 
they should go to the billiafd-room. Eliza 
declined ; but Mrs. Wktson exclaimed, 
“ Lord, Eliza, what makes you so odd 
to-day : do you not remember how well 
you used to play, when a certain gentle- 
man, that shall be namelessj used to 
attend y<fu ? Besides,” added she, willing 
to let them know Miss DennisOii had 
high acquaintances, “ remember Sir John 
Neerdowel, and how you used to play 
with him — I heard it all.” 
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“ Sophy Dennison, by alUthat’s rare,’* 
said one eft' the gentlemen. 

“ You are mistaken, sir,” answered 
Eliza, haughtily. 

“ Not so •much mistaken, neither,” 
said the provoking Mrs. Watson j “ it is 
Miss Eliza Deunisem.” 

The young ilicn seemed to acquire 
fresh presumption from the recognition. 
One of tJiem asked after Mrs. Lan^ton 
— spoke with more freedom — and was 
quite inclined to play off the familiar. 

Eliza gave many a beseeching look to 
licr incorrigibU hostess to go away. 

“ Well,” said iihe, “ if you will only 
indulge these gefitlernSn, by^shoVing 
them how vvl^ll you can play one game 
of billiards, I’ll go as soon as' you have 
done.” 

Eliza knew she played well and gractts- 
fully. .At any other time, or, rather, in 
other circumstances, she would have been 
delighted to haye showed off but at jjre. 
sent, she felt in a most improper situatioii 
N 5 
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— there was ,ia great con test, between her 
prudence and her vanity ; — grieved are 
we to say the latter was prevalent, and 
they adjourned to tbs billiard-room. 

In passing along a gallery, they saw 
from a window sovne ladies walking in 
the plantations near the house. 

“ Dear me,” said Mrs. Watson, “ I 
had quite forgotten to ask after your 
sisters^ my lord ; but there they ai’e, 1 
declare. — What a pretty place that is — 
I have often wished to walk in it — and 
what a sweet day it is. Miss Dennison 
was never in this county before, and I 
should like to show ,her some of the 
beauties/. Do look, 'Eliza, what a fine 
plsUll^e it is.” ■ ' 

The hint, however broad, was not 
taken ; and one of tlie gentlemen, Mr. 
Pornford, engaged Eliza to play. — She 
began reluctantly, appearing to subnjit 
to what was inevitable, rather than to 
have any pleasure in it. She soon, how- 
ever, became interested: — she played 


12 
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with great success, and th^ bets ran high 
upon her. She beat her adversary two 
or three games; meanwhile time ad- 
vanced, and she Iteard a hell — the ^rst 
warning for^linner.. 

The young men, .seeing Eliza now quite 
out of all patience, begged she would 
not hurry Mrs.*\Fatson ; for themselves, 
they said, thpy preferred staying with 
such charming companions to thp ^finest 
dinner that could be offered them. 

Eliza became alarmed’ : — she hastily 
rang the bell, and ordered the carriage, 
and followed i;hew servant out. 

The gentlemen hastened after her, and 
Mr. Donifbrd hifnded 'lier into tlife car- 
riage ; and,* as Mrs. Watson was ^wly 
following, he had an opportunity of say- 
ing many fine s®ft things, which, though 
spoken in a more respectful tone tli^n 
they Jiad used in the incense offered her 
friend, yet required all her haughtiness 
■ to repel. 

N 6 
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She answe^’ed only by indignant looks ; 
and when the carriage drove off, she 
threw herself into the comer of it, over- 
whelmed witl) mortification. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


I charge thee fling away amhitioii^ 
By tliat shf/ell the angels. 


A Reprimand. 


They had not proceeded far on their 
road home, ere they perceived Mr. Wat- 
son galloping ,to\i'ards. them as fast as his 
horse could cariy him. “ God bless me,” 
said he, as he came up *10 thei]?, “nvhy I 
was just coming out to dine with you, — 
, what makes you in such haste to return ? 
I told you, »you •would pay no more for 
the carriage, and that I should conjie 
put ^o you. — What then could make 
you come back before dinner ?” 

. We were never asked to stay^” 
said Eliza. 
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“ No,” observed his wife, ** we cer- 
tainly were not asked ; bnt, I 'must say, 
that was entirely Miss Dennison’s fault ; 
— nothing could be more genteel and 
polite than. Lord Ansell an/1 thnee more 
gentlemen were; but she really was, I 
must acknowledge, hardly civil to them ; 
and she was in such evident haste to be 
gone, that I declare I feai; she must have 
offended them. I really did tJiink Miss 
Dennison had seen company enough to 
prevent her fefeling awkward in the pre- 
sence of a lord.” 

“ Dear me. Miss Dennison,” said Mr. 
Matson, “ I’m very sorry to hear all 
this — I would''not affront Lord Ansell 
for the world. , I wish I had been a 
little earlier, I might have given you 
confidence by my prese^ace but I could 
not get Mr. Gibson’s horse, for he 
wanted it to drive his wife out ro tea. 
— But when I told him I wanted if to 
go to Lorntort, where 1 w,as to dine with 
my friend, Lord Ansell, be said he 
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would leavc^ lus servant at home, and 
put his Jiorse into the gig, although 
almost too old for that use. You see 
what consequence it is to be in witn a 
lord — J hope he is not offendc'd ! — So 
Gibson sent me the horse ab*out an hour 
ago, and I have ijot let the grass grow 
under his feet i r^-and now,” ad^gll be, in 
a tone of great disappointment, “ I don’t 
know whether I should go on and make 
an apology foy Miss Dennison to my 
lord, or return with you.’*’ 

“ Sir,” said Eliza, warmly, “ do as 
you jflease about^goiiig or returning, but 
I beg leave \.o jnsist that tio apology is 
made in my name ; — tbegentl|;mei* were 
never introduced to us ; t— and,” added 
she, very pointedly, in the company 7 
have beqn ,used, to, ladies are not very 
forward to enter into familiar converga- 
tion ^with gentlemen, of whose names 
even they are perfectly ignorant. — I am 
/only vexed with myself that I ever got 
out of the carriage.” 
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“ Why,” , observed Mr. Watson, in a 
tone of conciliation, “.there may be 
something, to be sure, in that.” 

Nonsense !” replied his wife, “ I 

d 

have no patience with such excuses ; — 
every body must know they were not 
likely to meet improper company at a 
lord’s,:” . 

“ Indeed, my life,” said her wavering- 
husband, “ you are right, — whpre is one 
to seek good company, if, not at a lord’s ? 
But pray tell cne does His lordship con- 
sent to my request ?” 

riis wife told him ,]io^ far she had 
been successful, and if seemed to con- 
tent <.hiin,-- — and as there was now no 
plausible excuse for his g<!.ing Ibrward 
to Lornton, he was, very reluctantly 
obliged to return. 

They were within one mile of Birming- 
ham, when a fresh mortification ay^iited 
him : — Mr. Gibson and his wife in their 
gig appeared in view, approaching at a 
snail’s gallop, although he was whipping 
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his poor old *horse, and using every eu< 
deav'our to coax him ibrward ; but he 
had been used to go with a companiop, 
and see that companion b^iforc .hiirf, — 
wotty he Avoidd'bardly put one foot before 
another. 

Mr. Watson called to his wife to know 
how he should avbid meeting tliCTff^ but 
there was no possibility of doing that ; 
so he puzzled his brain for some eKGii.se. 

“ Gracious mb !” said Mrs. Gibson, in 
high indignation, “ so tliere you are 
with 0411' horse, while we have been an 
hour getting thi^ length, because you 
were goinc: to difle with' my lord.” 

“ Aye,” said old Gibson, “ difl you not 
tell me you weregoin^to dine with49ord 
Ansell ? — but, as I take it, your face is 
turned the’wrong way for that. Why you 
can’t have been there and back, by this 
time, although I see you have sweated 
my poor beast more than ever he has 
Been in my service. Poor thing ! he’^^i 
all of a smoke.” 
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All this <time Mr. Watson was trying 
to hammer out an apolo'gy, and finding 
nothing better, said, “ Why, my dear 
friend,, to telj you the truth, I promised 
to go to .join my ladies, there,* but not 
seeing me so soon as they expected, 
they felt they wanted' some countenance ; 
so tlft young lady was 'bashful, and made 
my wife come away.” 

So then I am to undersfand,” said 
Mr. iGibson, with some' severity, “ that 
you had no invitation. Young man, 1 
knew apd respected your father, , he was 
a plain good tradesrtian, and, for his 
sake. I’ll give you a little advice ; — stay 
at home 'as he did, and mind your shop, 
instead of running after people who will 
be civil to you as long as they want you, 
and then laugh at you, when you are 
iio longer of service. I have been weak 
enough to lend a helping hand tliis time 
to your folly ; and while you were gallop- 
ing about with my poor- horse, we have 
been detained so long on the road, that 
we are now 'too late for our engagement ; 
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— nevertheless, if it teaches •a lesson to 
the son of* my ‘old friend, I shall not 
regret our disappointment.” 

Our poor hero was*glad tc^be dismissed 
at the end of tfus reprimand, q^pd he was 
thankful too that his wife did not hear 
it, for the carriage* had gone on, after 
bowing en passar^'. 

When arrived at home, the whole trio 
were out lof humour, and the lady of 
the house did dot allow her politeness 
to her guest to hide h*er ill-temper, 
which ^he vented freely upon all. The 
driver came in to be paid j — Mrs. Wat- 
son, who had calClilated l;he exact share's, 
declared her’s to be twelve shillings, — 
but then she said she Uad p’aid eighteen- 
pence turnpikes, so she had nine-pence 
to deduct.* 

Eliza was astonished. Howe^yer, she 
found she was expected to pay, and she 
did so ; but she determined it should 
be the last excursion of that kind ehe 
would ever engage in. She had suffered 
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many morijifications, many disappoint- 
ments, — but she had never' been used 
to ill-bred society, and she found it not 
at all to her laste. 

Now it i^s necessary our. readets should 
know, that the Marchioness of Hastings 
was to attend the ^rand festival, and 
to takj"- up her abodd' at the house of 
the nobleman who had. opposed Lord 
Ansell at the election. 

M}’. Watson had an Illegitimate son, 
for whom he' was very anxious to pro- 
cure a cadetship to India. He .had no 
sort of interest himSelf* in this way, 
and knew that any application to tlie 
oppositicya nobleman would only militate 
against his causq-.; so his* fertile brain 
suggested the idea of presenting a peti- 
tion to the Marchioness, to 'whom the 
plate wgis an introduction ; and there was 
no time so pi'oper as -when heit heart 
was opened to benevolence. 

• The morning came, and the wished- 
for plate was in Mr. Watson’s hand, and 
Lord Anseir talking to a group of friends 
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near the spot,, and keeping aji eye upon 
him, for tire purpose of discovering the 
motive for his anxious solicitation. 

The Marchioness appeared, — her name 
was announced by the crowd. Mr. Wat- 
son presented the plate, and as soon as 
she had made her donation, he imme- 
diately thrust it •into the first Uaud he 
could find, anil, hastened after her, and 
presented tlie petition. 

The Marchioness was surprised j but 
with great affability stopped to enquire 
tlie nature of the paper, — told him she 
would read it,, aad let him know the 
result. He had .given* his address ftj 
the paper. 

Elated witlf his success, ami the CQiide- 
scension of the Marchioness, he returned 
very muc]i*sdf-saifisfied to Lord Ansell, 
who was holding the plate. His lordship, 
was ver^ desirous to know what was the 
object he had taken so nquch pains about j 
and our hero w^s too confident to ne^d. 
much interrog;ation. 
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“Why,”c said Lord AnseU, “you have 
made a great fuss for little prdiit, why did 
you not ask for a writership at once ? it 
is Just as likely you*^!! get the one as the 
other.” 

%■ 

Mr. Watson did not observe the tone 
of irony with which his lordship spoke, 
but *’:»• determined to profit by the kind 
hint. He returned home in excessive 
gopdThumour, and Eliza was* highly de- 
lighted by the fine music she had heard. 
In the evening they prepared for the ball, 
and Mr. Watson, while contemplating the 
beauty of his wife and her rich dress, and 
the fashionable appearance of Eliza, could 
not helpi assuring them that he was cer- 
tain..Lord Ansell would lead them out ; 
that no doubt Mrs. Watson would be his 
first choice, and desired htr therefore to 
4ceep herself disengaged, if possible, as 
he might be late. 

They were nearly the first in the 
.room, and Mrs. Watsqn, agreeably to 
the hint she had received, kept herself 
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behind, and somewhat contemptuously re- 
fused threS partners of her own class in 
society ; but Eliza, who had more insight 
to the matter, gladl/engag^d her§elf,*by 
the intrtfductioji of the steward, to an 
officer, and she had a very pleasant dance. 

It was late when the Ansell party en- 
tered ; but as soo*ft as he perceivCd'^iiem, 
Mr. Watson went up to them, and made 
his salutation with some familiarity^ .but 
his friend Lord Ansell was no candiciate at 
present ; he had a lady upon each arm, 
and therefore, with a distant boy^, and a 
cool “ how arc? ycKi, sir,” passed on. 

Mrs. Watson had courtesied and sim- 

• • 

pered, but, alas! she was unsten: her 
beauty, whicft her husband flattered^him- 
self must win all hearts, wastotally eclipsed 
by that of one df his lordship’s com- 
panions, and she had no fashion ^ boast*. 
Mrs. Watson bad observed her three 
fniends whom she hadjseen at Loniton, 
and she now endeavoured to catch their 
attention, but they had other objects in 
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view 5 two ,of them danced with Lord 
Ansell’s sisters, and the other^ingled out 
another lady. Baulked in all these fine 
hopes, and pj'eventod from enjoying her 
lavourite amusement, she .vented her ill- 

r 

humour upon her husband for keeping 
her all that time without a partner. 

She soon after the first two d.ancc ^ 
were ended, asked to stand up by a 
saddlfr, who was an intimate, with, and 
kept the next shop to 'Mr. Watson : — 
there were no' hopes of higher partncis, 
so she consented. - 

t I 

Meantime, her first p.artnoi, finding 
Eliza a girl much to his>ta.ste, inttothice» 
her to some of Ins brother-officer, — the\ 
all admired Irer exceedingly — and !• now - 
ing she was of military extract’on, they 
gave themselves the atr of pi'cferrmg to 
dance with one in their own sphere, as 
they were pleased to call her, than 
mixing in society with they did not 
know whom. 

Soon after this set of dancing began, 
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the Ansell party left the roem, but the 
three gendetneli returned, just as Eliza 
was engaged in a quadrille. The parl^ 
knew the figure, dtid daqped it well j 
and as it was at this time rathe^a novelty, 
there was a ring of spectators formed 
round them. 

Mrs. Watson Iftiew nothing ef-’Lhem, 
but she and hej' partner were standing 
to look on. Presently she heard .the 
voices of her Lornton acquaintance in 
high admiration of her friend, whom 
they declared had the*finest figure they 
had ever seen ; 4,li(3y spoke of her grace, 
iicr attitudes, and werC lavish in her 
praise. 

Mrs. WatsoA wished, the* saddle* at 
Jericho : — iiad he been a grocer, or an 
oilman, or'e^en ^ chimney-sweep, he 
need not be known, but gentleman she* 
knew took care to order their own sad- 
dle.s, and to make hi3|shop a kind of 
rendezvous. However, the opportunity* 
of speaking to them was not to be lost — 

VOL. ]!. 


O 
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SO she put on one of her most agreeable 
smiles as she turned and spoke — the 
heroes had now no other ladies to gal- 
lant— and as they leturned for a quiz, 
they very jreadily attended to her, and 
the saddler was not backward in claiming 
acquaintance. They -spoke of Miss Den- 
nisonr*“iind one of them begged she 
would introduce them to, her ; she sim- 
pered. out, “ certainly — but tliat Eliza 
was quite countrified, and that she was 
surprised to find how little she knew of 
good company and then began making 
a thousand apologies ibr-»what she called 
her shyness at Lorntonj 

The gentlemen all declared they had 
never passed so agreeable a morning, or 
been more charmed, than with both the 
ladies ; and one of the trio begged the 
‘honour of dancing the next two dances 
with Mrs. Watson j — that lady had com- 
plained of heat ynd fatigue before Eliza 
had stood up for the quadrille, and it 
was with difficulty her husband could 
prevail upon her to stay for it. 
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No sooner,* however, was* this honour 
requested, than her fatigue and her ill- 
humour vanished, — all was forgotten in 
the preference shown her, iate as* it was. 

Eliza, 'after* iiaving finished her qua- 
drille, returned to Mrs. Watson, who 
immediately said, “‘Miss Dennison, who 
shall I say, sir?” 

“ Dornford, •ma’am, at your service,” 
replied the* gentleman. 

“ Aye,” said ‘she, “it^ of na con- 
sequence ; but Miss Dennison is rather 
particular about these things — you can’t 
think how she sholcled me for talking to 
gentlemen without Jcnowing their names. 
But they are making up the set j Eliza, 
Mr. Dornford hopes f«r the pleasure of 
dancing with you.” 

Now there had been something in the 
manner of his taking her hand ^during 
the first* dances, when the figure gave 
him the opportunity, Ithat had much 
annoyed herj tind he had taken the* 
o 2 
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liberty of w^iispering manycomplimente 
in much too familiar a style to'^be accept* 
able to her. 

She therefore couftesied, but declined 
dancing, and turning to. ‘Mrs. "Watson, 
she said, ** I have to thank you for 
staying out the quadrille so much against 
your*mclination j but “1 am quite ready 
to attend you now, and there is Mr. 
Wats6n looking for us.” 

“ He need, not seek long,” said Mr. 
Dornford, “ for you two so far outshine 
all the rest in loveliness, that you must 
ever be conspicuous.’*' *' 

“ You need not be, in haste, my love,” 
said Mrs! Watson, as her husband came 
up } ““ I’m just now going^ to begin the 
evening, it has been very stupid hither- 
to,” and she suffered her partner to lead 
her awty to her place. 

Mr. Dornford took hold of Eliza’s hand 
and was followinfj, but she said she was 
fatigued; and Mr. Watson just then 
coming up she leant upon him. 
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O by Jove that’s not fajr,” said Mr. 
Dornford^ “ Mr. Watson has no right 
to monopolise all the pretty women to 
himself. Come, come, Watson, sign over 
and deliver.”. 

Mr. Watson was delighted at the com- 
pliment paid to his* ladies, and the fami- 
liarity to himseWi and said he not 

“ resist the request of such a well-known 
admirer of the sex.” So pooi; Eliza 
was given up, ‘and she found that she 
must either dance, or sit* still and hear 
a conversation which promised nothing 
agreeable — so she preferred th*e former, 
and repelled, a» much as possible, Ithe 
gross adulation he offered her.* 

When thitee dances were finished, the 
company dispersed, and our party re- 
turned hoin^ in tolerably good humour. 
Mr. Watson had entered into converKi- 
tion Avith the friend of his friend Lord 
^nsell, who had adnjired his wife, and 
spoken familiarly to him. 

The next day, he did not forget thft 
o 3 



THE VETERAN} OR, 


hint his Iqrdship had given him. — 
The Marchioness of Hastings had read 
■over the petition, •which was well ex- 
pressed } she ^showed it to the nobleman 
whose guest she was, and after much 
laughing at the easy assurance which 
had dictated such a .request, he said if 
she Ciiul4 grant it without much trouble, 
and let it appear that had recom- 
mended hor doing so, it might be a 
means of drawing some cd' Lord Anseil’s 
votes at the dnsuing dissolution of par- 
liament. 

The Marchioness wae very glad to be 
of ' service, so she sent her gentleman 
to Great Charles-stree't, to enquire the 
lad's name, age, and parcntf*. Mr. Wat- 
son was at the very moment -writing 
to the Marchioness, and whs 'agreeably 
surprised by the interruption. 

He tf^d what he was about, aKd en- 
couraged by the in|^erest he had gained, 
hft acknowledged, with unblushing effron- 
tery, that the lad was his own, and ille- 
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gititnate ^ and said, that since the Mar- 
chioness Vas willing to interest herself 
in this “ little matter'* he would thank 
her for a writersh^ instead of a cadet- 
ship. ‘The ‘pian thought he had not 
heard clearly, so begged that he would 
put his request, &c. &c. on paper, which 
would save alt* misunderstanding, and 
this Mr. Wateon very unceremoniously 
performed — perhaps regretting, ^'om the 
facility with tvhich he gain*ed his first 
point, that there was no* good thing he 
coiilc^ ask for himself. 

The gentlomaSi, much amused by what 
he had heard, took hisieave, after haVing 
been regaled with the best# viands the 
house affofded ; anj:l Mf. AVatsgn went 
out himscif to tell all his neighbours 
that the JNlarcltioness of Hastings had, 
upon tlie slightest appeal, given him a 
w)’itc^ship for a young friend of his. 
. But he did not bra^ of this to his wife, 
’ for this child. was one of the secrets.be 
industriously kept from her. 

o 4 
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CHAR XV. 


Where's iny delicate dainty fish 
Which ought to grace the upper dish ? 


T see no reason in the law of nafure, but I may snap at 
him. 


Henry JV. 


All in the Wrong, 

w 

The last day of the festival was now ar- 
rived, and Eliza sorrowfully ow^ed to 
her pillow, that although » she had been 
llaftered by as iflany fine speeches as 
would content a more greedy vanity than 
hers, yet fine 'speeches werd too unsub- 
stantial to afford her the luxuries she 
sighed for. 

•Mr. Domford was evidently her ad- 
mirer, and possibly had he seen 'her in 
other society, he i^night have made her 
proposals j but it was almost impossible 
he could think of her, considering how 
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she was introduced. His naanners were 
now almcfet insulting ; but perhaps if she 
showed him how superior she was to the 
people he saw her ^ith, aijd could really 
interest* his ‘feelings, he might yet be 
caught; besides, she had learnt that he 
was heir to a title.* 

No castle shU had ever bvailt was so 
lofty as tliat she determined therefore 
to show him her best face, and, if pos- 
sible make hiih lay aside the levity he 
now took the liberty of addressing her 
with : — and fortune aftbrdcd her the 
opportunity ol' using all her auxiliaries. 

This day the'Watsdhs were to Iiave a 
dinner-party ; and during breakfast, hav- 
ing arrangdlel the arj;icles*of the.repast, 
Mr. Watson said, that he would send home 

f 

the fish, knd hi^wife should pay for it. 
She gave him many a charge not to be ex- 
travagant, and he w^ent in quest of it. 

. Birmingham markets were always well 
■ supplied, but how they abounded in lu»u- 
o 5 
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ries, for whi<^i the wealthy and hospitable 
inheritants gladly gave High ‘prices, as 
evpry house was filled with guests. 

Mr. Watsot^ was juht in time to save a 
turbot froin^ being sent to, u customer of’ 
the fishmonger’s, by offering a still higher 
price than the man* had intended to 
charge fe;* it. It was h* very fine thick 
turbot, and he agreed to give thirty shil- 
lings, for it ; but he knew if the*price was 
mentioned to his wife, she would not al- 
low the fish to be taken in ; and if he 
paid all, her suspicions would be R aised, 
and that might prevent*its reception. But 
he was fertile in fexpedients, and he de- 
termined «to cheat his economical wife, 
so he* paid fourteen shillings out of his 
own pocket ; and the fishmonger was to 
send in a bill for the lemainihg sixteen 
\#ith the^ turbot. 

Hugging himself for his ingenidhs ma- 
noeuvre, and in hi^ glee with his success 
with the Marchioness of Hastings, for of 
the writership he never had the slightest 
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doubt, he w;as about enteriyg the coftee- 
room wlx?n h’e met Mr. Dornfbrd, who 
very courteously entered into convers- 
ation with him ; and it soon turned ypon 
Miss Dennispn, for whom he Expressed 
sucli unetpiivocal admiration, that Mr. 
Watson, who always sailed far before the 
wind, had already made up ^is njind to 
a marriage, and fancied the advantage 

it would,be to him to have her married 

• * 

from his own house. These ‘things pre- 
sented themselves so iuftnediately,- that 
he asked Mr. Dorpford to dine with 
him, *upon ope pf the finest turbots he 
had ever seeu» and which he had 'just 
sent home. 

Mr. Doi^ford, who thought Eliza one 
of the finest girls Tte had ever seen, in- 
stantly eoflsentpd: the hour was named, 
and they separated. 

Irv the meantime the fish* was sent 
home punctually, aiyl the bill presented. 
Mrs. Watson, grumlned sadly, and after 
o (i 
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trying to procure tm abatement of’ a shil- 
ing, at last paid the sixteen. 

Soon after, Mrs. Gibson called to make 
a visit to the young lady, and she kindly 
told Eliza that she was sorry slie had 
no opportunity of doing so earlier. 
In the course of conversation, Mrs. 
WatSQp exclaimed againtit the dearness 
of fish, and vented her pnger at her 
absent husband, for giving near a 
guinea” fbv a turbot, when soles would 
have done just'as well for the company 
they were to have. . 

“ Indeed !” said Mrs. Gibson, “ then I 
wish you would let me ^ake it off your 
Jiands, for ^jj^lr. Gibson’s'fishmonger, who 
promise/l us one, could not ,«procure it ; 
and I don’t think he has behaved well, 
for tny cook saw one tJiereSvliich she 
expected was to be sent to us; but 1 

suppose Lord Ansell, or Mr. , or*some 

high people, chose ^o want one, and of, 
coijrse they must be served.first.” 

Now Mrs. Watson knew that her hus- 
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band wished to conciliate th« Gibsons, for 
they were ver^^ leading people ; and the 
old gentleman had, by being his father’s 
great friend, acquired a sqrt of influence 
and authority^ over him which he could 
not shake off; and he had not forgotten 
the reproof Mr. Gibson had given him 
about the Lornfon visit, lie l».d desired 
his wife to calj there every day since, but 
that lady«knew she was no favourite with 
them, so she troubled thein'as little as 
possible. 

The idea now struck her, that the 
turbot might «ot?only be a peace-offering 
to them, but a gain t(/ herself; for if* she 
could sell that for a guineart for which 
she had juSt paid s^xteerf shillings, she 
thought it a good rate of exchange ; so 
she hesititted a nSoment, and then made it 
appear a great favour that she pocketed 
the guinea, and Mrs. Gibson glatlly sent 
/or the fish, very littl(J supposing that this 
’was the identical turbot the cook had 
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ordered, andc fbr which she-was to have 
paid twenty-eight shillings.' 

.^rs. Watson then sent for some soles, 
but, alas ! evei;v soul hi the town was en- 
gaged at other tables ; and she could 
only procure a few haddocks. 

Mr. Watson had been in such high 
spirits'* all ^,he morning, 'that he thought 
he trod on air j he went fo the billiard- 
room, ^nd there also fortune -favoured 
him, he won his bets ; and this engaged 
him so far, tha£ he never thought of time 
until very near the hour of his dinner, 
— he feared indeed hisi guests would be 
there before him ;■ he went therefore as 
fast as he ,could, gave out his wine, and 
long before he was adonised t^iey arrived. 

Eliza and his wife were quite surprised 
to see Mr. Dornford’s c*.rria^e stop, and 
hknself get out of it j but he took great 
care to tell the former that she was the 
only attraction. 

.After waiting i^ome tftne the host- 
made his appearance, and dinner was 
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announced. ‘Whon they were seated, Mr. 
Watson ^aid, I think I sent home as 
fine a turbot as ever I saw, it was not too 
large, and I hope*my co®k has done it 
justice.” Wh§n, however, the cover was 
taken off the upper dish, and some paltry 
haddocks appeared, his surprise, as well 
as that of his g\1ests, was gre»t ; but in- 
stantly recollecting himself, it occurred 
to him tiiat his wife had for ouc^ laid 
aside her usu3l extreme economy, and 
given them two dishes of^ fish, so he* took 
a peey at what was under the cover at his 
end of the table,* — what was his conster- 
nation to find If g^reat loin of veal in the 
place of his delicate fish. V My life,” 
said he, starting frcjm hiS seat, i‘ where 
is the turbot ?” 

“ Never mind, my love,” returned his 
deary, very coolly, ” I’ll tell you all about 
it by* and by, in the meantime these had- 
. docks are every bit^s good.” 

“ But I say they are not as good, and 
I will have my turbot. Where is it ?” 
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said he, speaking to the servant behind 
him. 

^Thc man, who was a hired waiter, 
answered, “ Iijideed, Sir, I don’t know, I 
have seen no turbot.” 

“ What,” said Mr. Watson, quite for- 
getting his company,' “ am I to pay 
thirty#shiUings for a fish" for my friends, 
and to see them sit downrto a parcel of 
nasty, haddocks ?” 

“ Thirty 'shillings !” exclaimed his wife, 
“ Lord, Mr. tV^atson, how can you tell 
such stories ? I paid the bill myself, and 
I’m sure it was only sixtten"shillings, and 
1 thought that quite enough.” 

“ Yes, madam,” returned her husband, 
in great wrath at her attadk, “ I paid 
fourteen shillings out of my own pocket 
to save myself from yoin* d — d i^coldings. 
I was aware of your stingy tricks, and that 
if you knew what it cost, you wouM not 
take it in, so I mad^ the man send in the. 
bill for sixteen shillings, .and fourteen 
and sixteen, I think, make thirty. But 
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pray, madam, where is the lieh, for dress- 
ed, or undressed. I’ll have it in, that my 
friends may know the rights of it.” 

Mrs. Watson buTst intc^ tears, as* she 
acknowledged she had let Mrs. Gibson 
have it. 

Mr. Watson insisted upon knowing 
wdiat she had pttid for it : his»wife* hesi- 
tated ; and Eliza, who dreaded a still more 
degrading discovery, said that Gib- 
son had been In great distrc?!s lor fish, 
and thatMrs. Watson had liecn induced to 
part with it, not knowing she was to be 
favoured with»so»large a party.* This di- 
verted his attention fi'om the more *dis- 
• • 

honourable partof the transaction, though 
the guests l<ad a shrewd sospiciou of the 
truth ; and Mrs. Watson finding herself 
relieved ffom this exposure, very foolishly 
thought to revenge herself on her hus- 
band for the distress he had already occa- 
sioned her, — so sheY^ssionately sobbed 
'out, “ I’m sure my only motive for do- 
ing it, was because I knew you had of- 
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sot) 

fended Mr.lfjibson about his horse, which 
you borrowed under prefence' of having 

an invitation to dine at ” 

Well, we^l, my li& !” interrupted Mr. 
Watson, brought suddenly .to recollection 
from a fear of his own exposure, “ the 
deed is done, and it cannot be remedied, 
so pcRy help Mr. Dornford to some had- 
dock.” 

Thi^ scene was differently Felished by 
the guest:^ ; to Mr. Dornford it was quite 
a novelty, and he enjoyed it exceedingly; 
and Eliza thought if she pleased, she 
could let him mu'ch more into the cha- 
racter of the thing : however,' she was 

m ^ I 

vexed at the circumstance in the present 
state qf things, as she sawf-the impres- 
sion it had made upon her neighbour, and 
she feared it would mtditate against her 
interest. She tried therefore to engage 
the attention of the host, and as -he was 
very good-tempered, she succeeded so far 
a^ to make him forget his jll-humour. 

Mrs. Watson, soothed by some com- 
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pliments from the gentleman near her, 
dried her ’bright eyes, and harmony was 
restored. 

They had dined somewltat earjier than 
they would Otherwise have^done, to al- 
low the gentlemen to get their wine be- 
fore they attended the coneert j and 
when they joined the ladies, if was*qiiite 
evident tliey had not thrown away their 
time ; and as no one of the party had been 
present at the morning’s aipuscinqpt, they 
went togetlier to the concert, where, had 
she h?4 no other thoughts, MissDcnnison 
would have eiqoyed the music. 

Mr. Dornford , woiifrj not appear to 
belong to their party in public ; but 
took cure Aat, whether absent Sir pre- 
sent, Eliza, should attend to no one but 
himself; for when he left her, it was only 
to bring some one to show hej to, ahd 
then the high-flown compliments were too 
loud to pass unheard^. But Eliza, much 
as she wished to flatter herself^ coaid 
not mistake the nature of them, and she 
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felt extremely offended and disgusted j 
but he disregarded all her expi'essions of 
offence and displeasure, and forced her 
to hear, that the had never thought of 
any thing else since first/he saw her j 
that she was the most captivating crea- 
ture he had ever beheld ; and that to 
pass kis life with such a'being, would be 
happiness too great for this world. He 
said a .great deal of the cruelty of her 
manner, w‘hich never gave him any en- 
couragement; and behaved so little to 
her satisfaction, that she was hpartily 
tired of him, and glad when the concert 
washover. There i)ras now only one other 
public meeting, which was to be a ball 
on the. following evening : 'the festival 
w^as over, and this was to be the winding 
up of the whole. 



MATRIMONIAL FELICITIES. ' 309 


CHAP. XVI. ‘ 


All offences my liiVgc come from the li^arl, 

Henry V* 


^An Affront. 

In the course of the next morning Mr. 
Watson bounged. intff the drawing-room, 
and with visible triumph delivered Eliza 
a letter. “ There,” 'said he, “ did I 
not tell yoij you would find a husband 
in Birmingham j a* friend too of Lord 
Ansell’s,* afid hgir to a coronet himself.” 

“ Well, I do confess,” said his wife,, to 
whoR« he had before communfeated the 
_ ideas he had imbibediof the near approach 
of Mr. Dornfiord*s declaration, “ I ^am 
quite surprised, for ray dear Eliza's man- 
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ner was certainly very unkind to him. 
Even last ni^it, when he \yas saying such 
fine things to her, so loud that any body 
might hear them, instead of seeming 
pleased, .she Idoked as haughty as if she 
had been queen and lie her slave : 
however, my dear girl, I’m sure nobody 
rejoices so much in your good fortune 
as I clo, S'nd I am very happy too that 
it was through us, and our introduction, 
that yoh have such an offer.” 

“ I should like for her to be married 
from this house,” said Mr. Watson, “ and 
I’d take cjire to have a gay wedding;” 

Yes, and so should I too,” said his 
yrife, “ only it wocld be-very expensive.” 

“ D -'n the expense,” returned her 

spouse,'” you are always throwing cold 
water upon my plans by your abominable 
stinginess j — and now I think of it, 
you’ll please to pay me the full price of 
the fish ; and if ypu don’t choose to 
expose yourself to IV^adam Gibson, you’ll 
just pay it out of your own alloMrance, 

. *3 
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and I hope it will teach you^ lesson fbi 
the future,” 

The lady seemed by no means willing 
to accede to this, proposition, and a 
inatrimo/iial squabble, of no tame de- 
scription, would most likely have suc- 
ceeded, had not Eliza burst into a 
violent rage of iqdiguation : — she asked 
for a sheet of paper, and was about to 
enclose the letter she had received and 
just read ; but, Mr. Watson’j curfosity 
(to say nothing of his wife’s ) was. too 
powerful to suffer this, and he requested 
to set? what giAcn her eo much 

offence. 

Mrs. Watson, with Ityss delicacy, took 
up the letter, opened, and rekd it ; and 
as it contained hyperbolical expressions 
of unaltci'alSle l^vc, it was quite to her 
taste ; and she said, she could “ not 
understand what. she would have, if that 
did not satisfy her.”t^ 

.* Mr. Watson, who ^lad read the letter 
over his wife’s shoulder, then acknow- 
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lodged, that it was to be sure “ ratliei 
ambiguous;” but that he was, confident 
no friend of Lord Ansell’s would ever 
behave improperly ta any one under his 
roof or ’his protection ; and, therefore, 
she should by no means Ho any thing 
which should discourage such a lover. 
— In the evening they vjould be certain 
to meet him in the ball-room, for he had 
informed him they should be there, and 
that by his manner then, she could de- 
termine' how to act, and explain herself 
fully to him. 

Eliza said she s-houljil Recline 'going 
if that was the case, for that she wanted 
no explanation. 

Mr. Watson, laughingly ob^served, that 
perhaps she would*' rather choose to 
have a private tete-a^tefe w^th him at 
home ; for thatif she insisted upon stay- 
ing at hfOme, he sjjould certainly send 
him to her ; — but that he really thought 
she was playing with her bread and but- 
ter, for that such offers did not occur 
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every day : and he then began to 
enumerate^ how* many young ladies would 
“jump at having half the attention whi(^h 
Mr. Dornforc^ had paid her*” 

Eliza,* rather than have Mr. 'VP'atson^s 
threats put into execution, ^nd perhaps 
with some latent hope herself that he 
might yet be brought to do as^he wish- 
ed, determined* to go. Fain would she 
believe Mr. Watson’s assertions ; r— but 
her reason told 'her, that unddl* the pro- 
tection of any of her other friends, Mr. 
Dornford would not have dared to treat 
her wi^h levity or diSrespect ; and her 
hopes sank as she prepared for the 
evening. 

Mrs. Watsipn declared she should have 
been quite unhappy if she had not gone : 
-—she took greatk pains at her toilette, 
and really outshone herself. When they 
entered the ball-room, her figure was 
so striking and so fa'ihionable, that the 
gentlemen uniyersally admired her, aqd 
she had soon the pleasure of seeing some 

VOL. II. p 
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of her former military partners, who 
immediately engaged her. 

I Mr. Watson endeavoured to prevent 
her dancing before Mr. Dornford arrived, 
assuring her that it would-be an kfiront to 
him : — but if any thing w^as to be made 
of that gentleman, • Eliza knew much 
better then her host h'6w to do it. She 
therefore was very glad of an oppor- 
tunity of showing him how* indilferent 
and independent she wa*s. 

The first set of country dances was 
finished, and Eliza walking up and down 
the room with her last • partner, when 
Mr. Dornford entered ; — he was attend- 
ing a yqung and very handsome girl, 
(the same Lord Ansell had walked and 
danced with on the first ni^ht,) and they 
were with a large party. 

• Like^the preceding night, he took no 
notice of the Watsons, exceptirig by a 
bow of simple recognition. When, how- 
ever, Eliza passed them, he spoke to 
her ; — but far from asking her to dance, 
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oi' taking any apparent interest in her, 
he .stood iKj) with the young lady ; and 
in the course of the dance, he tOQk 
an opportunity ✓of •whispeyng, that (she 
looked like aij angel, as she was, arid 
that she must keep herself' disengaged, 
— for that although, he should be forced 
to leave the r»om with hi^ present 
“ little doll ” .of a partner, he should 
return to claim her as soon as posfpble. 

He then ran dn in such over\vbelming 
profusion of compliment, that Eliza, tt’ho 
longed to mortify him, had no.opportu- 
uity of 'telling, him slit; was engaged for 
every dance. 

Just before he’ attended the young 
lady, the “ httle doll,” home, lie fan up 
to Eliza, anp familiarly whispered her 
“ not to make him jealous, by her love 
for the red coats.” 

Eliza’s blood boiled : — she remarked 
the polite gentlemanly attentions he paid 
to his partner, — the Respect and the ele- 
gance of his manner to herj and she 

p 2 



316 THE veteran; ok, 

could not «help feeling how differentiv 
lie behaved to her ; — if she could once 
bping him to those manners to herself, 
instead of tho. levity he fi'eated her with, 
she would take care of the rest: — she 
had had many lessons noAv, and it '.¥at 
her own fault if she was not a skilful 
man«eu^rc^^ '*• 

He soon returned, and Jiastencd to the 
place where she was sitting, near Mr. ami 
Mrs. Watson : the form'er imracdiatelv 
gave up his place, and drew off his wife, 
leaving her in the 'most bare-faced way, 
as ii‘ on purpose /or h private convers- 
ation. Few were less at a loss than Eliza 
— slie tripd all her powers to bring bins 
to a proper declaration, bi/ 1 he parried 
her attacks so ably, that she found her 
hopes decrease every minute. ‘ At length 
she saidj, in answer to some of his pro- 
fessions, “ If, sir, your intentions are 
what they ought to be, and what are my 
d«e, I beg to refer yon to Mr. Tre- 
villyan, of Eldrington-Hall.” 

“ And why any reference, my angel ?’ 
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replied Mr. .Dornlbrd, while his eyes 
spoke mueh more than his words — “ you 
and I, without any other auxiliary, Cfin 
very M'ell lunleJiBtaiTd each^ther.” And 
then, seeing the colour mount high in 
her chei t, atici her eye flaslf with Indig* 
nax ni, he added, Your sister Sophy, 
d’ i niis'akc not^* required no J.lurd, per- 
son to mediate .between her and Sir John 
Is'cei lowek” 

* >' j-,” said Kliza, with greett warmth, 
“ there are lew' gentlemen so nngfine- 
rous, 1 believe, as to upbraid in^with my 
sisver's^indi^cudions j*and I beg to ob- 
fst i ri-, that deeply as T*rnust ever regVet 
and deplore her misconduct, I do not 
feel inysell' Uall’ so humbleci it„ as by 
iiie iusoleucl of your present convers- 
ation ; nopcould tiie highest situation .yoM 
have the power to oflfer me, make me for 
a moment forget the contempt with 
which I now regard ^ou.” — She then 
abruptly rose, %nd cr«ssed the room Ip 
Mr. Watson. 

p 3 
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Mr. Dornford followed her, and said, 
most provokingly, “ You can’t think 
haw the heroics become you — faith ! I 
never saw yoivlook so ha.^disome before.” 
She did not condescend to answer liim, 
but turned to Mr. Watson, and besought 
him to see her into a coach, for that she 
felt yery lyiwell, and muctgo home imme- 
diately. 

Mr., Watson, seeing Mr. Dorviford close 
to her, said, “ Certainly I will try to get 
you a coach if you wish it, but I fear the 
one I hayg ordered is not yet in waiting ; 
and there is no friend here that i could 
well ask for the use of theirs.” 

“ Mine is in attendance,” said the in- 
tolerabje Mr. i Dornford, “a^d I shall be 
happy in the honour of see, ng the lady 
home.” 

“ I would rather preter walking, to 
troubling you, sir,” haughtily -eplied 
Eliza. 

/‘Yes, faith, it' js a pleasant night, 
and the evening air is often beneficial in 
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cooling one,’ and allaying tiie efferves- 
cence on6 is apt to imbibe in heated 
rooms,” said Mr. Dornlord, with the 
most provokirig^rony. 

“Mr. Watson,” said Eliza, “ Tam 
going, will you attend me ?” 

Her host sa-Cv she was determined ; he 
did not like to fiiterrupt his ^wv'ife, •who 
was dancing with great spirit, so lie did 
as she requested him ; and without, the 
least notice toiMr. Dornford, she left 
the room, and reached home in safety. 
She immediately retired to her «ivn room, 
threw Tierself antf) a^chair, and bitterly 
lamented her own “ crflel fate.” 

About an hour afterwards, the Watsons 
returned hoiBe. She^expetrtecTat Jeast a 
message otl enquiry from her “ dear 
friend,” \ffho was%so much interested in 
her, and who was so delighted at being 
the medium of her prosperity. But none 
arrived ; and she heard them pass her 
door, without ewen string “goodnight#” 
When people are' out of soirits. the 
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slightest incivility h sorely felt, and Eliza 
found herself offended by this neglect, 
s6 she determined to shorten her visit, 
and return to the Ilector^'-t 

At breakfast the next morning, Mr. 
Watson tolffher that he was commissioned 
by Mr. Dornford to make an apology for 
him,'' if he had said any'lliing to displease 
her. 

Ehza asked ho w tliey came to talk of it. 

‘ Why,” said Mr, AVatsi n, “ I saw you 
were odended, and 1 'asked Dornford what 
he had s'^id ? He amswered he had only 
paidyoii a few coraplim(;nt&-. ‘ Aye, aye,’ 
says I, ‘ compliments won’t do, yon must 
pop the question at once, you must speak 
plain.’ (' 

‘ Faith,’ says he, ‘ I spok*i as plain as 
as I could this evening, but if I have 
oifended her pray make my apology,’ and 
with that he left the room.” * 

Of course such an apology did not 
appease the incense'd young lady, and she 
avowed her dete’rn^nation to leave Bir- 
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minghatn the end of that week. Mr. 
Watson ctonld not hear of it ; he declared 
this was only a love quarrel ; that “young 
ladies»niay be<(!5ocqy us v*ell as ^too dom- 
ing.” But lie was much less sungiiine ol 
the marriage siiice this convetsation ; and 
though he had set his he-art upon having 
it take place frofti his own hoi^se, ami had 
already thought what a iine public break- 
fast he w'»uld give, and wiu) should Jae in- 
vited to it j ye^ if tlie luil v w;fs not more 
“ coming,' as he happily expressed *!)im- 
self, all must be given up. 

Mrsl Watson, whose surprise*had been 
excited all the time at Mj*. Dornford's’pre- 
ference and devotion, and who was not 
so much bftnt upon the»mi^li,as her 
husband, »on saw it was all over; 
and it wks^as^i^fshing how exactly one 
might trade the projiabiiity of Eliza’s p»o- 
sperity, by the barometer of her manners. 
She said she was sorry, but if Miss Den- 
•nison really wished logo, the servant ^ad 
better take her pll^e. in the coach in 
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time, as it might beviiill, ana she disap- 
pointed. 

Wliile they were settling this, a letter 
was put into Mr. Wfitsd/,*’*' hand’, not 
from the Marchioness of ^Hastings, as 
he expected,*’ but trom— — , her gentle- 
man ; to say, that however much the 
Marchioness was disposed to serve peo- 
ple of’ moderate expectations, yet a writer- 
ship \Yii^ not in her power to bestow ; and 
that his letter had devleloped circum- 
stances, which rendered it quite impossi- 
ble shccciuAd ever interest herself further 
on the subject. ' ■ 

Disappointment upon disappointment! 
he could hardly conceal his vexation, but 
as it was a mystery to his wife, he dared 
not indulge it audibly. Itwas-imore neces- 
sary now than ever to ^eep it fiann her; 
and she had set dow(;i the great anxiety 
he evinced for the plate to his laudable 
ambition; as only the first men in the 
county were appoint 'id to the office. 
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He was ilow in nohumou* to form new 
projects f and there was little hope of suc- 
cess in Eliza’s affair, without she would 
aUow.Jiim to liTre^t her. • So her “’dear 
friend” suffored her to depart, after a 
visit of little Viore than a fortnight, in- 
stead of six ftiontfas, as at first proposed ; 
and so ended^this warm ajnd violent 
friendship. 
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